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Standpoint in the debate
The standpoint I discussed during the debate was if ageing population pose as a challenge to the health and social care system, which I disagree with because older people add more value to the population in the UK. People who are over the age of 65 have contributed £61bn to the UK economy through employment, informal act of caring and volunteering. The UK Chief Economist found that £37bn of the contributed came from employment, £11.4bn from informal act of caring, £6.6bn from childcare and £6bn from volunteering. In 2014 people over the age 65 were still in employment due to financial stability and some was because they were still in good health (Age UK, 2014). My focus during the debate was on older people contribution to their community through volunteering. The.re were 28% and 24% of age 65-74 and 75+ adults who volunteered between 2018 and 2019.Older people contribute to their community so that they have more value and purpose for themselves, they also volunteer to help others who need companionship (Age UK, 2020). 

Other views on the debate
Other viewpoint on this debate believes older people have added more value to their family through the act of caring for their grand children which helps their family save more money and divert it to other necessary bill or commitment within their homes. older people are very much still important asset to a family as they even go through the extra mile leaving their inheritance such as savings and properties for family which contribute to the UK economy. The UK economy gains about 40% tax of the inheritance if its worth is over £325,000 or more (Age UK, 2022).
On the other hand, during the debate was  some negative impact of ageing population on the health and social care system due to high number of long-time illnesses within older people because they will be needing more care than usual (Raymond et al., 2021b). Ageing population also affects funding due to the chronic illnesses that are being treated amongst older people (Ferguson and Belloni, 2019). 

The main points discussed during group debate
During our group debate the main point we mentioned was how older adult are not a liability to the health and social care system. They add more value to the economy through different means. Employers are willing to retain their older employees within their organisation in other to save money and not rehiring new people they will have to retrain. Older people are less likely to switch jobs because of the experience they have, and they are an organisation best asset. All member of the group believe older people should be appreciated more within the environment they are in as they are fragile and have more life experiences and will be able to pass on their knowledge to others. Having other older people in employment is a good advantage as it helps their mental and physical wellbeing, its also helps them live independently without relying on their family member or the health and social care system.

Statistics on the ageing UK population that are relevant to your topic
Ageing is a process that advances loss of psychological and physical ability. It increases the chance of death and diseases. All aging factors linked to the aging are usually associated with a person’s age in years. Transitions in life such a retirement, relocation of home or environment and loss of loved ones can relate to aging (World Health Organization, 2022).
In 2022 study shows there are 11 million people in the UK population while 19% of the total population were 65years and over (Ageing Better, 2022). England ageing population number of older people will double to 2.6million in the next 25years which might influence the health and social care system (Raymond et al., 2021).

Current government support or services in place to support the UK elderly population
The Office for National Statistics (2019) stated that 24% of people living in the UK will be age 65 and over in year 2024. Due to the rapid number of ageing populations in the UK the NHS and the care services in England have put together major care needs for older people such as providing them with an appropriate standard of care in care homes. NHS England have partnered with various health and social care providers to ensure there are early intervention to frailty to enable a stable self-management alongside other long term health condition (National Health Service England, 2014). 
All older people have different care needs within their homes whether it is a retirement homes or homes. Local governments are providing housing that meet the needs of older people as they age because a suitable house if particularly important to the health. A housing transformation fund of £300 million was distributed to councils by the government in other to create ranges of housing options to meet the needs of ageing population (Local Government Association, 2022). 

The impact of the Covid-19 pandemic on the older person and relevant services
COVID -19 pandemic had a significant impact on older people, their day-to-day living during the pandemic became hard. Older people who had health conditions particularly the ones with long term illness found it incredibly challenging because of the various restrictions that were in place. The health condition of many older people increased while other older people were able to endure. There were high numbers of loneliness, depression, lack of support within the homes, increase in pain due to health conditions that were untreated (Age UK, 2020). Covid-19  pandemic had an impact on a lot of services within the UK due to curfew and limited number of people that access a facility. GP could only offer their service via telephone to older people , bus service was limited which meant  appointments could not be attended on time. Carers were unable to give older people their usual care needs due to social distance and care homes could not accommodate older people family members to visit (Giles, 2021).
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