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1. [bookmark: _Toc54115904]Introduction


The author has compiled the following report to demonstrate the current job opportunities, for Networking engineers and what requirements are specified within the available roles.



























1. [bookmark: _Toc54115905]Current Job Opportunities

The author used the website www.indeed.co.uk with the initial search terms of “Network Administrator”, “CISCO” and “CCNA” within the area of “Swansea”. The searches returned 2 jobs within 25 miles of Swansea. CCNA returned only one job which was outside of the chosen area but still within a reasonable area. The 3 roles advertised were,
CCNA – Senior Network Engineer with Capital Network Solutions
CISCO – ICT Officer with Dyfed-Powys Police, this role also gave a salary of £22,047 - £23,946 per annum.
Network administrator - Windows Systems & Network Administrator with We Predict.
The above with we predict had a list of both essential and desirable accreditation which I have listed below.
Qualifications & Technical Skills

Essential

Bachelor or above degree with the specialization in computer or information technology related fields.
Minimum 3 years experience in a systems/network administrator role. Which included managing systems/networks independently and taking the lead on tackling problems.
Proficient with Windows server systems, such as AD (Active Directory), DNS, DHCP, WSUS; knows disk arrays, SAN/NAS storage etc. and
Familiar with TCP/IP technologies and with WAN technologies - to know corporate-level network architecture, knows routing protocols and configurations, such as BGP, OSPF etc.
Familiar with LAN technologies, knows building-level LAN architecture. Proficient in common LAN protocols and configurations, such as VLAN, STP etc.
Familiar with VPN configurations and facilitating remote working solutions.
Skilful in IT infrastructure items, such as server & network cabinets, PC building & changing components. With strong knowledge of best practices around management, control, and monitoring of server infrastructure.
Skillful in laptop/desktop configuration, Windows OS, office software troubleshooting and maintenance.
Experience with managing business antivirus, firewalls & vulnerability patching software.
Familiar with backup and recovery software and methodologies.
Ability to transfer basic skills in one technology and apply it to new technologies.

The employer also listed some accreditations that were desirable.

Desirable

Experience of gaining information security accreditation such as Cyber Essentials PLUS, IASME Gold or similar.
Familiarity with any of the following: Ubiquiti routers/switches, HPE servers & QNAP NAS devices would be beneficial.
Experience with cloud based solutions (Azure & AWS)
Experience with Cloudberry backup software.
Experience with Solarwinds Patch Management Software
Experience with Bitdefender GravityZone. [1]

2. [bookmark: _Toc54115906]Salary Estimate

The author then used the average salary checker provided by www.reed.co.uk. The author was able to apply the search term “information technology” for the Swansea are. The average salary was said to be £41,132. The estimate also provided the lowest wage being £21,450 and the highest being £205,000. This can be seen below.
[image: ] [2]

The tool also allows collates relevant jobs, one of which was Windows System Engineer with a salary of £25,000 - £30,000. The listed desired accreditations were fewer and less precise. They were as follows,
Linux
Active Directory
Server Backups
Maintenance of VMWare storage
Windows servers 2012 -2016
AWS exposure/Knowledge
RDS.

There were no specific qualifications listed in this role profile however it was interesting to the author as the company appeared to offer further development opportunities and also a bonus scheme with varying benefits.

3. [bookmark: _Toc54115907]Conclusion

There are several roles within Swansea and the surrounding areas, however, a number of keywords have to be used to enable to user to find all the relevant jobs. Some roles do not specify previous experience but those roles tend to be at the lower end of the pay scales. 
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