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Education in Afghanistan
Introduction

UNESCO (2000) recognises that everybody has the right to an education. Education involves enabling learning, or being able to gain values, knowledge, beliefs, skills and habits. There are different methods of education, for instance teaching, discussions, training, research, and storytelling. Normally education would involve the help of an educator, but sometimes people educate themselves independently (Dewey, 1916). Informal or formal settings may be used to educate people. Experiences can also help somebody to develop if it affects the way the act, feel or think (OECD, 2010).

This assignment will investigate the education system in another country, and compare it to Wales. The country that has been chosen is Afghanistan as an example of a low- income country where there is a lot of conflict and also gender bias. This topic is important as part of Education for Sustainable Development and Global Citizenship (ESDGC) which the Welsh government are committed to. ESDGC involves giving learners an understanding of their choices and the impact it has on other people, the environment and the economy (Estyn, 2014). Education in Wales is compulsory for primary and secondary levels. Warren (2009) explains that the government’s legislation compulsory education is to ensure that people in the country have the right to education. Sterling (2001) has influenced a sustainable approach to education. He put the E in SD. The Welsh government then added the GC (Welsh government, 2015).
UNESCO (2011) state that one of the greatest challenges to the development of countries is violent conflict. Not only does it cause human suffering, it also means the economy does not grow, leading to inequality and poverty. In many countries the education system and children are worst affected by the violent conflict (UNESCO, 2011). There have been numerous wars and conflicts over the past 30 years in Afghanistan which has had a big impact on the education system (EP-Nuffic, 2015).
UNESCO (2018) have also put gender equality as a worldwide priority. They recognise it is part of sustainable development and education goals. They aim to promote opportunities and lifelong learning for all. They also aim to empower girls and women and accomplish gender equality. UNESCO’s (2018) education 2030 agenda once all people, whether they are male or female, to have access to a full education, giving them equal power. They recognise that there are a lot of countries were girls are at a disadvantage (UNESCO, 2018). Although progress is being made more boys attend school that girls. Worldwide there are around 16 million girls who for some reason or other are unable to attend school (UNESCO, 2018). These reasons include minority status, pregnancy, early marriage, gender-based violence, and poverty (UNESCO, 2018). From 1998 to 2011 women and girls were forbidden and education in Afghanistan (EP-Nuffic, 2015).
Afghanistan is in south-west Asia and is divided into 34 provinces. It is a sovereign state with five major cities including Mazar-e-Sharaf, Kandahar, Herat, Jalalabad and Kabul (World Bank Group, 2017) . Although it is Islamic the population of around 30 million includes various ethnic groups. Pashtun being the largest which makes up just over 40% of the population (Knoema, 2016). Currently the Afghanistan education system includes primary secondary and higher education. The Ministry of education oversee this (Strand, 2015). Despite setbacks Afghanistan is rebuilding educational establishments around the Country. 10.5 million students were attending school in Afghanistan in 2013, which is under half of the 27.5 million population. 
This assignment will look in more detail into the Afghanistan history to help understand the education system. In 1903 King Habibullah Khan built the Habiba high school which is one of the oldest in Afghanistan. It was built to educate students from the upper classes (International Institute for Educational Planning/United Nations Educational Scientific and Cultural Organisation, 2018). Between 1933 and 1973 King Zhir Shah made improvements to the education system so that half of children of the age of 12 were able to attend primary school. He also expanded secondary schooling (Knoema, 2016).
 The education system was then reformed by the Democratic Republic of Afghanistan who stressed that education should be available for both sexes (Amnesty International, 1999). Literacy programmes were also developed. In 1978 65% of teachers, 40% of doctors were women and over 400,000 females enrolled in the education system. In 1979 the Soviets invaded Afghanistan and ongoing wars practically destroyed Afghanistan’s education structure, with many teachers escaping to surrounding countries (Armstrong, 2006). In the middle of the 1990s the Taliban took over Afghanistan. Over 600 schools were either being used as bunkers or destroyed. Education for women became restricted. During the Taliban invasion around 1.2 million students attended school with less than the 50,000 being girls (International Security Asistance Force, 2011). 
The Taliban were overthrown in 2001 when Afghanistan decided to rebuild the educational system and declared that religious and formal education would be provided free right through to the undergraduate level (EP-Nuffic, 2015). International aid helped with rebuilding the educational structures. In 2002 Kabul University revived with over 20,000 students attending higher education. Schools and universities were being rebuilt and renovated around the country (International Security Asistance Force, 2011). In 2006 4.2 million children were in school of whom 1.2 million were girls. There were just under 30,000 teachers for 7000 schools. However, the majority were in primary education with just under 4 million attending (Reuters, 2012). Illiteracy was high with nearly 90% of women and over 50% of men unable to read. The country was at a disadvantage because of a shortage of skilled workers (Strand, 2015). Unfortunately, a lack of funding was still causing problems within the education system, as most of the budget was received from external organisations so annual budgeting proved difficult and it was hard to plan the curriculum and school programs (International Security Asistance Force, 2011).
For girls there are greater obstacles to education because of the conditions. In 2007, nearly 2/3 of pupils were being taught in unprotected structures or tents which lead to parents not allowing their daughters to attend (United Nations children's fund, 2007). Many parents do not like their daughters being taught by male teachers particularly in more traditional areas. There were only about 25% female teachers making parents reluctant to send their daughters to school (EP-Nuffic, 2015).

In 2009 many of the female attended schools were destroyed by the Taliban. In one year alone hundred and 50 schools were destroyed, leading parents to have uncertainties about the ability of the government to protect their children (Welch & Wahidyar, 2013). During the years 2000 2010 many achievements were introduced. There was enrolment into primary schools which rose from 1,000,000 to 9.2 million (between 2001 and 2016). At the same time the number of girls attending primary school rose from about 0 to 37% (Knoema, 2016). Although the qualifications of teachers in general education is low, the numbers have risen to around 31% of teachers being women. Newly constructed and or newly renovated school buildings have grown to over 5000 between the years of 2003 and 2010, of existing buildings an average of 50% are usable (Strand, 2015). In higher education the average enrolment is nearly 2000 pupils per establishment, but three of the establishments have less than 200 students. Few of the teaching staff have a Ph.D. There are issues with inadequate results, low level qualified teaching staff or issues of corruption (Welch & Wahidyar, 2013).
The US has set up Lincoln learning centres in Afghanistan since 2010 (US embassy in Afghanistan, 2016). These centres offer library facilities, education and counselling services, English language classes and Internet connectivity (EP-Nuffic, 2015). They are hoping to be in touch with an average of 4000 Afghan citizens per location per month. The human development index ranks Afghanistan is the 15th least developed country worldwide (US embassy in Afghanistan, 2016). An anonymous foundation donated 5000 laptops to Kandahar in 2009 to 2010 aiming for one laptop per child (Ahmad, et al., 2014). The one laptop per Child scheme is aiming to build on this with support. In 2011, it was agreed that USAid would increase the financial support given to the Afghanistan Ministry of education. An Afghanistan version of Sesame Street was launched in 2011. The Afghanistan Minister of education acts in a consultative way with the Department of state for funding (Strand, 2015). The United States decided to aid Afghanistan children from preschool and upwards in education (US embassy in Afghanistan, 2016).
In May 2013 it was suggested that 10 ½ million students were attending 16,000 schools across Afghanistan. Although this is a big step the education minister remarked this was not enough and wanted to create another 8000 schools with the hope of educating the 3 million children that was still being deprived of education (International Institute for Educational Planning/United Nations Educational Scientific and Cultural Organisation, 2018).
There are still challenges and obstacles for the education system in Afghanistan. The first is an education for girls. There are three quarters of the 3 ½ million children not attending school of which 75% of girls (Reuters, 2012). There are many reasons for a lack of girls being enrolled at school: poverty, substandard schools and the lack of female teachers (International Institute for Educational Planning/United Nations Educational Scientific and Cultural Organisation, 2018). In addition to this 50% of schools do not have facilities or building. To show the changing ideas as regards gender, in 2015 Kabul University started its first Masters degree course. The subject was gender and women’s studies (Reuters, 2012).
One of the challenges is violence against schools. In 2008 there was 670 attacks on individuals who are being educated. In the year 2006 to 2009 439 teachers, education employees and students were killed in Afghanistan this was one of the highest around the world. In 2010 nearly 5,000,000 Afghanistan pupils did not attend school due to violence towards them (Reuters, 2012). A second challenge is the lack of teaching qualifications. In 2001 after the Taliban regime collapsed, an average of 6 million boys and girls enrolled in school. There was an inadequate number of qualified teachers to support the amount of students (Strand, 2015). The Minister of education states that out of the hundred and 65,000 teachers 80% did not finish their post-secondary training. The third barrier is the curriculum. Since the Taliban regime crumbled international and Afghanistan experts have altered the curriculum, in particular (International Institute for Educational Planning/United Nations Educational Scientific and Cultural Organisation, 2018). However, there are also many new books and training is possible. Although there is no standard curriculum for secondary school textbooks. High school textbooks are inadequate (United Nations children's fund, 2007). 
The infrastructure is also a considerable barrier (Ahmad, et al., 2014). In 2012 there were insufficient schools. A recent Afghanistan report suggests around 4 ½ thousand schools are being built in Afghanistan and less than half of the schools can offer a permanent structure (International Institute for Educational Planning/United Nations Educational Scientific and Cultural Organisation, 2018). Other classes are held in derelict schools or UNICEF shelters (United Nations children's fund, 2007). Child labour is the final barrier given to education. Over half the population in 2009 were under 18. This compares with the Welsh figure of 555,941 in 2011 (Welsh government, 2017) which are the statistics closest to the Afghanistan 2009 figure given. The total Welsh population was 3,070 4000. This represents 18% of 0 to 15-year-olds (Welsh government, 2018).
 Out of interest the effects of war and poverty has also been shown in the number of over 65-year-olds is only 2% of the population reached 65 in Afghanistan where as in Wales this figure is 19%. Between the ages of seven and 14 UNICEF (United Nations children's fund, 2007) suggest that around a quarter of children are working in Afghanistan. Whereas in Wales children would be in education (Welsh government, 2017). Figures show that in rural areas of Afghanistan more children are working, in particular girls. Obviously working means these children would not be getting a proper education and some of them may not be attending school at all (Armstrong, 2006).
In Afghanistan the public expenditure on education as a percentage of government expenditure in 2014 was 18.4% (world Bank Group, 2017). This compares to the U.K.’s value 6.6% with the OECD average of 5.2% (Organisation for Economic Cooperation and Development, 2017). Public expenditure on education can be expressed as the percentage of gross domestic product (GDP) (Organisation for Economic Cooperation and Development, 2015). The world data Atlas gives this figure for Afghanistan as 3.3% in 2015 which has doubled since 1982 (Knoema, 2016). For the UK in 2011 this was 6% compared to an OECD minimum of 3.8% or a maximum of 8.7%. (Organisation for Economic Cooperation and Development, 2015). The annual expenditure in the United Kingdom per child or young person for pre-primary primary and secondary education is very similar in 2011 and was equivalent to $9700 which would currently be around £7000. The OECD minimum expenditure was around 2 ½ thousand dollars a child while the highest was around $21,000 (Organisation for Economic Cooperation and Development, 2015).
In the United Kingdom 95% of 3 to 4-year old’s are enrolled in early childhood education this compares to 12% for the OECD minimum and 99% for the maximum. 85% of 25 to 34-year-olds achieve at least an (Organisation for Economic Cooperation and Development, 2017) upper secondary education this compares to 46% for the minimum OECD country and 98% for the maximum (Organisation for Economic Cooperation and Development, 2015). In Afghan primary schools funding is estimated to range from US$50 up to US$60. (Strand, 2015). In Wales the total education budget is over 2 ½ million pounds stop the expenditure per pupil is £5628 a year of which £4740 goes to the school and £888 goes to the local authority to fund educational services (Welsh government, 2017).
Teaching methods in Afghanistan are very different mainly because of the difficulties already discussed with resources such as lack of textbooks and classrooms that may be temporary (Reuters, 2012). Class sizes are extremely large at 60 the teaching staff and children live in fear. The teaching staff can receive letters of death threats and teachers have also been beheaded for wanting to educate the Afghan children (Armstrong, 2006). The teachers are often untrained and children learn by rote which is where the teacher points to a letter on the blackboard and the children continuously repeat the letter (Armstrong, 2006). This is very different to Wales with the class sizes are smaller in particular in the foundation phase there is a ratio of one staff member to 8 children (Welsh Government, 2015). Teaching is presented in a fun and playful way without fear of violence (Welsh government, 2015).
USAID (2018) is helping to support 200,000 trainee teachers, compared to the population of 34.7 million this represents just over .6%. In Wales the number of teachers training is below target under 1245 represents .04% of the population of over 3 million (Welsh Government, 2018). In Afghanistan approximately 66,000 are women that is around a third (USAID, 2018). The ratio in Wales is double the number of females to males (Welsh Government, 2018). USAID (2018) is also dispensing above 165million textbooks and other good educational material. USAID (2018) has also aided community-based education for more than 85,000 Afghan girls. This prevents Afghan girls having to travel dangerous or lengthy routes to attend school. To promote equality for remote rural schools training of 950 maths and science lab technicians and teachers has also been supported (USAID, 2018).
USAID (2018) advisers help the government through the Ministry of education to improve the Afghan educational system. They are doing this by helping to improve finances, recruiting teachers and civil servants, evaluating and monitoring skills performance and equipping them with educational material (USAID, 2018). The latest plan for education in Afghanistan is the National Educational Strategy Plan 111 (2017 to 2021) which sets targets for the next five years and prioritises on pupils becoming well-informed and skilled citizens (The Government of the Islamic Republic of Afghanistan, 2017).

In conclusion after taking an in-depth look at the Afghanistan education system it is clear to see that there has been a lot of conflict and troubles in the country. After looking at all the research it is clear to see that education was not a priority for the country, especially when it came to females. The Taliban government banned females from attending school. It is hard to believe that they have a right to take away a (Welsh government, 2018)girls education.
[bookmark: _GoBack] Even though the war since ceased and they are getting aid and putting money into education, the amount the government is putting in is about one hundredth of what the Welsh government budgets for pupils in Wales. That is obviously a big difference. The war has ongoing consequences on education not only on the resources in terms of money available, but also on rebuilding schools, and ensuring they are well equipped. This can make it harder for girls as parents keep them away from temporary buildings. It is understandable that parents would not want to send their child into an unsafe environment.
It is hard to imagine the fact that in some countries children, especially girls, are not allowed to get an education, when in many countries including Wales education is just a part of everyday life for children. To be perfectly honest it is very easy to turn a blind eye to what is going on in other parts of the world, even though children are now gaining a better knowledge of around the world, is there a way to improve this, or even is it actually possible to achieve total equality for all.
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