‘An examination of how crime and anti-social behaviour affects local communities’

This essay will explore the topic of anti-social behaviour by researching and examining case law and studies to understand how crime and anti-social behaviour can affect and impact victims and communities. The Anti-social behaviour, Crime and Policing act 2014 defines Anti-social behaviour as any conduct that has, or is likely to cause and alarm, harassment or distress or nuisance and annoyance to any person or any person “in relation to that person’s occupation of residential premises” or any “conduct capable of causing housing-related nuisance or annoyance to any person”.
[bookmark: _Int_7wmOZeRx][bookmark: _Int_H5INFTzH]Anti-social behaviour (ASB) has been and continues to be one of the police’s biggest problems yet to be tackled due to the very broad nature of crime and the many ways anti-social behaviour can be committed. For those who suffer from being victims of anti-social behaviour either once or being a repeat victim, anti-social behaviour can have a very detrimental effect on victims themselves as well as communities locally. Gov.uk posted findings on a study conducted by the Home office into the effect of ASB on victims and found through mass surveying victims that, 56% of victims surveyed felt greatly annoyed whilst 42% felt angry after being victimized by anti-social behaviour. Sometimes the effect of anti-social behaviour can be felt on a larger scale by affecting a whole community or town or a few communities as we saw in cases such as the (ASB) and further crimes committed in the US following the death of George Floyd in the or the Brixton riots in the UK for example.
The national crime survey conducted by the Office for national statistics found that between July 2022 and July 2023 that of the people surveyed "34% of people had experienced or witnessed some type of anti-social behaviour” with near 1 million cases of ASB being reported over that one-year period. These stats begin to paint a picture of just how common anti-social behaviour is as this does not include all unreported incidents of anti-social behaviour during that period. 

[bookmark: _Int_MVFzGaX9]So, how can we understand how this level of anti-social behaviour actually affects the victims and their communities? We can look at some of the many case studies of anti-social behaviour in order to build more of an understanding of what these crimes can do to their victims.

One such case study of that we can read into that demonstrates the effect ASB can have on individuals and their community is the case of the suicide of Fiona Pilkington and the death of her daughter Francecca Hardwick. 
Fiona Pilkington and Francecca Hardwick were repeat victims of anti-social behaviour at their home in Leicestershire, they suffered many incidents such as fires lit outside their home, urinated outside their home, eggs and stones thrown at them and their home and reported bullying and verbal abuse thrown at them and Fionas daughter Francecca due to her sever disabilities.  Over the years she suffered this continuing abuse she reported incidents of the behaviours 33 times over 7 years with many institutions getting involved like social services. According to an investigation done by the IPCC (2011) after her death they released those police in 2004 conducted and interview with her son in which he explained that he was “dragged against his will from a friend’s garden to a local youth’s house” at knife point and he was then locked in a shed for several hours. 

However, all reports of the issues were “dealt with in isolation and with an unstructured approach which prevented a true picture of the level of harassment suffered” according to the Hampshire safeguarding adults board (2009) and as a result of the continued abuse with a lack of sufficient support for suffering she endured by the hands of these youths, Fiona took her own life and the life of Francecca by lighting their car on fire and killing both. 
The independent office for police conduct undertook an investigation that found that Fiona had called for help with her predicament nearly 100 times with things such as when writing “once directly to police and twice to her local MP” and “kept a folder of notes detailing times of incidents” IPCC (2011) as well as phoning the police directly 33 times over 7 years reporting several different incidents however they were never linked and these involved institutions failed to share their information with each other that would have potentially led to action against the youths harassing not just her but other families in her neighborhood. 

The effect of these incidents of anti-social behaviour and crime not only deeply affected Fiona Pilkington and Francecca Hardwick but also communities in Leicestershire as they raised many questions about the police and other institutions set up to support vulnerable victims of crime as they should have done better to protect Fiona and Francecca. 
[bookmark: _Int_M3aKj8AP][bookmark: _Int_a7HRTWtu]This case demonstrates the effect that crime and anti-social behaviour can have on an individual or multiple victims, in this case the anti-social behaviour directed at Fiona and Francecca became too much for Fiona to handle and led to her taking her own life. The effect these crimes against Fiona and her daughter were exacerbated by the lack of support given to her by not just the police but other institutions' such as social services, victim support and even her housing agency and the local council that failed to intervene take action against this gang of youths that were greatly terrorizing this local community and causing a lot of chaos as well as upset and anger amongst all of the victims. 

When Police evidently fail to do their job in protecting the public and victims of crime as they so clearly did with the poor, inexcusable mishandling of this case by the police and other institutions they work with, it can very negatively damage the relationship and levels of trust between the police force and the public and reduces the level of consent the police are given by individuals, communities or even on national levels to police those groups of people. The police rely on the idea of policing by consent in which defined as the “belief that the authority of the police derives from the consent and cooperation of the public they serve” Watts (2023)
Maintaining a good level of trust and a healthy relationship between the police and the public is absolutely vital to allow police operations to function to the best they can as the higher level of trust between the two more often than not equals more co-operation from the public in police operations in the form of witnesses of the likelihood of crimes to be reported and reported accurately if a good rapport exists between individuals and local communities and there police force exists, this co-operation then opens many more doors to allow the free flow of intel and information to the police from the public and creates what's known as 'collective efficacy’ defined as “‘the process of activating or converting social ties among neighbourhood residents in order to achieve collective goals” (Sampson, 2010) This is supported by Yesberg, Brunton-Smith and Bradford (2023), they stated that public “trust in the police force fosters collective efficacy”. 
So, when incidents such as miscarriages of justice, incidents of poor police behaviour or mishandling of cases and victims like the one we saw happened to Fiona Pilkington and Francecca Hardwick or even the mishandling of the investigation following Stephen Lawrence it very negatively impacts this trust between the two and reduces collective efficacy within communities as well as with the police. With Fiona Pilkington's case specifically, the police failed to deal with several reports of crime and anti-social behaviour in that community that included more than just Franccecca and Fiona as the victims of this repeated behaviour and so led to the death of these two which very heavily impacted the trust that community and many other communities held with the police in regards to the level of consent in which they wanted to be police by people they believed weren't doing their jobs to protect them effectively. 
In the years prior to this case, it was reported that of those surveyed, 31% of individuals between the ages of 18-24 felt unsafe and 21% of 65+ ages also felt unsafe in their communities due to their perception of the police and 17% of individuals were dissatisfied with their police force with 55% believing their local force has gotten worse over a 12 month period prior to them being surveyed, this was found according to the Social research institute (2015). 
These stats certainly show a decrease in the level of trust between the police in the years following on after this incident and Leicestershire police force reported that “hate crime is significantly under-reported" (Police & Crime Commissioner for Leicestershire, 2013) This under reporting of hate crime and crime against those who are disabled, such as the crimes committed against Fiona and Francecca by the gang of youths, could be due to a lack collective efficacy attributed to a lack of trust between the police and the public as, in part, a result of the police mishandling of Fiona’s case subsequently demonstrating the direct correlation between crime and anti-social behaviour and one of the effects it can have on victims and local communities by damaging the trust between the police and the public, reducing collective efficacy, co-operation in police operations as well as crimes going under reported due to this lack of trust. 

Another case that demonstrates how crime and anti-social behaviour affects local communities is the case of the murder of Stephen Lawrence and how police mishandling of that case led to severe mistrust in the police, especially by ethnic communities namely in London and tensions that exist between those groups and the Metropolitan Police today and allegations of institutional racism within certain police forces. 
Stephen Lawrence was a black male who was murdered and a racially motivated attack while waiting for a bus on the evening of 22nd of April in 1993 in southeast London by a group of white males, including Gary Dobson and David Norris and is a very famous case as it is heavily believed that the police involved in this case severely mishandled things like the evidence gathering process and the investigation of the crime due to a great bias in the police against ethnic minorities. It said that the investigation into the death of Stephen Lawrence was “marred by a combination of professional incompetence, institutional racism and a failure of leadership by senior officers.” (Macpherson 1999)

The death of Stephen Lawrence and the mishandling of his case by the police force now branded as “institutionally racist”, shocked and affected not just local communities, particularly groups of ethnic minority groups in and around London by on a national level too. The trust between the police and the public has been severely impacted in the years since these case and numerous other incidences where the police have been left labeled as “institutionally racist”. This is especially true of the London Met police, which even today is still known for its poor relationship with many ethnic groups in the city. 
Research findings published in 2021 by Parliament.uk indicates that when compared to White and Asian adults, adults from black and other mixed ethnic origins are less likely to have faith and trust with their police force, this is backed up by statistics gathered by the Office for National statistics (ONS) through their Crime survey for England and Wales which is conducted on a national level. This survey for the year up until March 2020 shows that overall, of those surveyed 74% of white adults had confidence in their local force compared to 64% of black adults and 54% of “Black Caribbean” adults.
These statistics can be used to explain the impact that crime and anti-social behaviour can have on local communities, crime and anti-social behaviour that is left undealt with or mishandled can harm the level of trust between the police as an institution and the public and damages the idea of policing by consent which in turn then lowers levels of collective efficacy between the two parties but also between locals within these communities and reduces the likelihood these communities' will interact with the police and damages there want to help the police.  

There are many cases made for the need to reform and change the police force in England and Wales in order to improve the way in which anti-social behaviour is dealt with. Casey (2023) wrote a review titled “An independent review into the standards of behaviour and internal culture of the Metropolitan Police Service”, in which she notes a few changes and reforms that could be made to the metropolitan police in London to help them to improve their response to anti-social behaviour and crime and to help rebuild trust between the police and the public, this review states that the met police have become “unanchored” to the peelian principles of policing by consent and that reforms should include “the Peelian principles of policing by consent – securing and maintaining the respect and approval of the public” becoming once again there guiding principles. If this approval and respect is regained, it would definitely allow the police force to be able to prevent and respond to crime and anti-social behaviour more effectively in the future. 

In conclusion, the main effect that crime and anti-social behaviour can have on local communities is the trust that that community holds with its police force as seen with the drop in the level of Happiness with the service that Leicestershire police were providing to their communities in the years following the death of Francceca and Fiona and how they mishandled their case, leading to the death of both of them and also backed up by the stats and many reports like the Macpherson report that claimed that the public had lost trust in the Metropolitan police force due to evident “institutional racism” and their inability to handle crime and anti-social behaviour in London. Overall, more must be done to better the trust between the police and the public in order for the police to be able to do their job of handling crime and anti-social behaviour more effectively as trust with the public and a harboring a good relationship ‘foster collective efficacy’ with the police. 
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