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Childhood Immunisations Script
 Margovind (2022) acknowledges that immunisation programmes that offer vaccinations against common childhood diseases are important strategies and are critical for reducing the global child mortality.
The World Health Organisation (2025) describes the immunisations as a global health success story, saving millions of lives every year by reducing the risk of getting diseases and working with the body's natural defence to build protection.
Public Health Wales (2025) adds with more than 30 life threatening diseases and infections now preventable with vaccinations. It is estimated between three and a half million and 5 million deaths are prevented each year from diseases such as diphtheria, tetanus, whooping cough, polio, influenza and measles. 
The World Health Organisation (2025) describes immunizations as the process of administering vaccines. The vaccines are there to protect individuals against infectious diseases. This can be offered through injections, orally administered or through a nasal spray. 
Public health. Wales (2025) goes further with their description by describing how vaccinations are made-up small weakened or killed viruses or bacteria that stimulates the body to produce antibodies. This builds immunity against the infectious disease.
The World Health Organisation (2025) describes immunisations as a simple, safe and effective way of protecting individuals against harmful diseases, preventing illnesses and reducing the spread of diseases within communities. 
The British Society of Immunology (2023) agree with both Public Health Wales (2025) and the World Health Organisation (2025) adding that, thanks to vaccinations life threatening diseases such as the ones mentioned earlier, which used to be common in young children in the UK, are now relatively rare and Balaji (2024) states that this is all thanks to Edward Jenner, who in 1796 successfully produced the first vaccination for the childhood disease, smallpox, which has now been eradicated and since according to the World Health Organisation (2025), Europe has also now been reported as a polio free continent.
The National Health Service Wales (2025) gives us two reasons why parents should vaccinate their children. The first is simply to protect them from harmful diseases that may be fatal or even lifelong impairments, such as measles, that can cause blindness as well as other impairments. And the other reason is to protect the other people around you. Your loved ones, friends, families, Co-workers, people in your communities. This is called herd immunisation. For some people who are classed as vulnerable, such as elderly people, people with health conditions or very young babies are unable to be vaccinated themselves, so the best way to protect them is to protect the people around them and by doing so reduces the risk of contracting and spreading the disease dramatically. The British Society of Immunology (2022) adds by parents vaccinating their children. They're not only protecting them, but they're also protecting the most vulnerable people in their community. However for herd immunity to work a high percentage of their community need to be vaccinated. Although that vaccination rates in the UK are relatively high compared to other countries, there are still pockets of the UK and Wales where rates fall significantly below the margin that's required for herd immunity. This decrease in uptake rate has recently caused outbreaks of measles and a whooping cough in the UK and Wales. 
NHS Wales currently provides a childhood immunisation programme which Public Health Wales (2023) has pledged to prioritise in its working together for healthier Wales strategy. It plans to deliver excellent public health services to protect the public and maximise population health outcomes. The priority is to provide a service of excellent immunisations and vaccination programmes in the hope to see fewer people ill with preventable diseases, and in doing so hope to increase the uptake of the MMR to 95%, which since 2020 has dropped significantly.
The Department of Health and Social Care (2021) found that vaccinating particular age groups could significantly reduce school absences due to illness. The report also noted that other benefits, such as improved well-being and reduced disruption to education and family life,  could come from vaccinating children.
 The National Institute for Health Research (2021) through research found that vaccination - associated peace of mind influenced parents decision making.
It found that many parents experienced a sense of well-being and reassurance, knowing that their child was protected and this emotional benefit, though overlooked in policies, can be mindful factor when looking at vaccine uptake. 
However, Bell et al. (2020) states that her research regarding routine immunizations during COVID-19, out all the participants, 85% still considered that it was important for their child to receive the routine vaccination. However, during that time, there were several barriers to vaccination. Many felt there was a lack of clarity where the services were up and running. There was difficulty in organising appointments, and some people described the fear around even themselves contracting COVID-19 or their child contracting it while attending a general practise. These barriers led to some children not being vaccinated on time or not being vaccinated at all. This created anxiety and stress for parents who are concerned of the health of their children. However, some parents did find that the risk of contracting an infectious disease was reduced  due to social distancing measures.
Bargovid (2022) agrees with Bell (2020), when she states that healthcare services need better communication with parents and that parental education is important for immunisation uptake,  as many parents, taking part in Bargovid (2022)  research relied on networking to access immunisation information rather than the healthcare services themselves.
Rice and Liam Batong 2023 stated that culture and community plays a big part in individuals health beliefs and whether or not they access certain aspects of healthcare. For examples that some religious or spiritual beliefs may interfere or restrict particular procedures or treatment. This includes vaccinations, and something I have personal experience in as part of the School Health Immunisation Team, working with some parents from either a Jewish or a Muslim faith who felt conflicted about giving consent for their child to receive the flu nasal spray, as it contained pork gelatine and although the amount was very small, and many faith leaders gave the OK for them to use it. Parents still felt that because it was more preventative as opposed to a medical treatment and that the programme was based around herd immunity. They felt very conflicted over whether or not to allow their children to take part in the programme,.
Boyd (2021) discussed that since COVID-19 anti vaxes groups have grown with social media accounts and global followings of almost 60 million people. Many he feels lack appropriate trust and correct information to make the decision of whether or not to immunise. Strand (2021) suggested the way forward is a science and health-based education through public health campaigns, addressing genuine concerns and being clear about the risk associated with refusing vaccinations. Kaufman et al. (2018) suggests that more vaccination information and education could improve vaccinating status. Their research shows that face to face information and education might improve parents’ knowledge and understanding of vaccinations. And it may have improved parents’ intentions to vaccinate their children. 
To support nurseries and childcare settings, both Public Health Wales (2024) and the Welsh Government (2025) offer guidance and tools to support in the event of an infectious disease outbreak. The guidance details that what settings need to do and who they need to contact, it explains how long children should be absent from school or nursery. It explains in detail, actions and advice for each infectious disease and gives details of cleaning schedules as well as measures that need to be taken, who needs to be contacted and how information needs to be shared. Welsh Government (2025) also informs what they class as an emergency situation and what to do with the Health Protection team contact practitioners and settings. It also suggests that practitioners should be aware of these policies prior to any emergency situations so that they're able to deal with the outbreak appropriately and in a timely fashion.
To conclude with my presentation. It is clear that although there are strategies and plans in place to improve the immunisation uptake, there is a lot of work that needs to be done in reassuring parents and sharing information about the benefits to immunisations While the infectious diseases are reduced there is always that idea that there is no longer a risk. However, not vaccinating children, will mean that the risk of them getting infectious disease will increase. 

