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An Exemplar of Modern European Architecture
Villa Savoye – Schroder House

Introduction
In this essay I will be looking at two different buildings by two different architects and comparing each of their characteristics to try and see if they could’ve been influenced by each other or inspired by the use of technologies they’ve used within their buildings. 
Historical background 
The first building I have chosen is the Villa Savoye, which can be located in Poissy just outside of Paris, the villa was designed in 1929 by Le Corbusier and it represents the character of modern architecture. The building itself represents the on-going movement of the international style of modernism, Le Corbusier first designed the home for the Savoye family as just a holiday home and was the last building in Le Corbusier’s white villa chain.
[bookmark: _GoBack]The Villa Savoye was repaired between 1985 and 1997 due to it not housing the Savoye family no more due to the complications of the building but with it being repaired it is now open to the public to go and see Le Corbusier’s mechanical design and also how the light moved within the space.
The second building I have chosen is the Schroder House, which can be located in Utrecht, Netherlands, the house was designed in 1924 by Gerrit Reitveld and was in private residence until 1985, the house was a major feature of the De Stijl and was also a main landmark in Utrecht. Gerrit Rietveld designed the house for Truus Schroder because she wanted a house that provided simplicity and space that freed her. 
The schroder house used to be a family home for Truus Schroder but it is now an exhibition/museum which you can still go and visit and move the partition walls around to see what it would’ve been like to actually live there yourself. 
Plan and section 
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Figure 1
(Floor plans of the Villa Savoye. https://www.inexhibit.com/case-studies/le-corbusier-villa-savoye-part-2-architecture/ )

The scenery that the Villa Savoye sits in, uncovers the home when an individual starts to move up the curled driveway, also the site was made to look like it had never been touched to make it look as if the villa itself was just floating or perched above the site. With the way that the building is placed it is not disturbing any of the natural environment that surrounds the villa. 
The design has slender columns to help lift the building off the ground and allow the circulation of air to go beneath the building. Le Corbusier used his five points of modern architecture to help create the layout of the entire building, these five points were: 
1. Slender columns that help elevate the mass off the ground – he then replaced the supporting walls by a grid of reinforced concrete load-bearing columns which then offered an increase of open space. 
2. An open floor plan – due to the reinforced concrete and stilts, there was no need for bearing walls, which then let le Corbusier let the interior of the house open and free in its usage, the natural flow of space was a key characteristic of modern architecture. 
3. Free façade – free of the load bearing structure, the outside of the building loses its function of the architect has more freedom to design the façades. 
4. Long horizontal windows – due to having non-load bearing façades, le Corbusier was able to design long horizontal windows, in the house all rooms are lit equally and there is also a selective view of the surrounding environment. 
5. The roof gardens – the flat roof is also a usable terrace where plants are able to be planted, le Corbusier was able to bring nature into the home and it also allowed the building to have increased views around the site. 

[image: Image result for schroder house floor plan]

Figure 2
(Floor plans of the Schroder House. http://one-invest.pw/schroder-house-floor-plan.html )
When looking at the plan the ground floor is rather conservative comparing to the first floor in the design aspect, when entering through the entrance a small hall greets you which then opens up to the spiral staircase, then the space of the lower level is sectioned into six different areas. Also, all the space within the house have access to outside which increases the house’s ventilation and entry points within the house. 
The upper level of the house is more flexible compared to the lower level; with the moveable partition walls the area alters with different uses and functions. 
The Schroder House contains a moveable kitchen, dining room and living area, studio space and also a reading area. On the bottom floor and the second floor contains bedroom and storage space which are only separated by portable partitioned walls. 
Materials and light (200 words)
The Villa Savoye is composed of reinforced concrete and also plastered masonry units, the white plaster covers the house and erases any memory of units or pieces that built the structure. 
Natural light has played an important role within the building development of Villa Savoye, natural light has been used to draw the resident up the ramp and onto the roof garden. 
Using reinforced concrete allowed le Corbusier to create curves with ease and flexibility whilst creating complex shapes which then allowed him to create the solarium and also shaped the ground floor as a U.  
The Schroder house is made up of brick rendered structural walls and a timber roof, the internal spaces were minimalistic and only had basic furniture as well as exposed services which then added an aspect of rawness within the house. 
The ways which the materials were used for the house to create practical features and spaces for living were interesting; room dividers were constructed of bitumenized cork and also beaver board by using this material it made the partition walls easier to move but they had poor acoustic qualities.  
Idea and theories (400 words)
Le Corbusier wanted his buildings to reflect their purpose and display the simple beauty of the industrial materials that he loved. We grasp spaces through our senses, form, materiality, light, and colour are all items which have the power to stimulate the individual and aid in the evaluation of the space. 
Le Corbusier was inspired by the mathematical concepts used by Leonardo Da Vinci such as the “golden ratio” and the Fibonacci series, which he then used as the base for his architectural proportions. Le Corbusier advancement to traditions and theories allowed him help shape living spaces for inhabitant, which had built his reputation as one of the most significant architects. 

“The villa Savoye epitomizes the Modernist ideal of spatial richness contained by taut surfaces.”
(Weston, Materials, Form and Architecture 2003, 162)

Le Corbusier considered a lot when designing the villa Savoye; aesthetic quality as well as the spatial mindfulness. The work within this building was designed to symbolize modernism, to present the touching of surfaces as stretched planes and not gravity-bound supporting walls, Le Corbusier made them as thin as possible and designed to create an unbroken effect.
The Schroder house shows how Gerrit Reitveld used the movement of De Stijl within the building, the features include fluid transitions between the interior and exterior, the clean horizontal and also vertical lines and the use of the primary colours in and around the house. 
The use of colour within the Schroder house colour codes different areas of the house, for example, the area in the sleeping quarters of the house with red floors belong to Schroder’s son which can expand all the way to the southeast and then the west corner bedroom which is the daughter’s waters is marked up with a black stripe.

Conclusion (300 words)
The Villa Savoye is a key structure which exemplified the international style, the features of the building were imitated by several different architects in many different styles. Villa Savoye is a well order, clear and free combination of space, there is a lot of flexibility in many of his elements but still goes with his primary form of his five point of new architecture rules. 
The Schroder House is also an example of international style because of its open spaces and intricate design, however you could say that the villa Savoye was influenced by Gerrit Reitveld schroder house due to it being created before Le Corbusier’s Villa Savoye and as also that the villa Savoye has very similar features to the schroder house.
In conclusion, the Villa Savoye and the Schroder House can be seen as very similar buildings as they both use structural materials in their purest forms, they both also go against the normality of architecture. 
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