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A single parent is a guardian that cares for their children unaccompanied without the backing of another parent; they are responsible for all needs - financial, material and emotional. In the United Kingdom, there are around 2 million single parents, 90% of which are women. (ONS, 2017) (Gingerbread, 2018)
On another note the average gender pay gap in Britain is 9.1% per hour for full time employees, meaning women earn approximately £1.32 less per hour. For part time employees the gap increases to 18.4% resulting in a £2.52 difference in wages, men having the advantage. (Independent Fact checking Charity Full Fact, 2017) Undoubtedly the contrast is more prominent if you look at weekly, monthly or annual earnings as men tend to work more paid hours than women. (ONS, 2017) Taking this into consideration, it means that women have to work harder to provide for their children, causing an unprecedented amount of stress – this could perhaps contribute to the fact that women are more likely than men to be diagnosed with a common mental health issue and are almost twice as likely to be diagnosed with an anxiety disorder. (Mental Health Foundation, N.D.)
Hence the evolvement of feminism, it is the advocacy of women’s rights on the grounds of equality for both sexes, and that is the aim of my exhibition. I aim to embrace the spirit of activist aesthetics, producing a final product that will strive to mainly empower women, and spark political debate amongst viewers, and perhaps cause viewers to reflect and consider how to go about supporting this cause. Mission Gallery (2017)

I will display a series of 6 monochrome images that I took in photo-essay format portraying the life of a single mother, mounted in industrial steel frames in order to give a far more meaningful, and formidable feel – this will contribute to the significance of the theme, showing the strength and invincibility of the subject. My chosen space to exhibit is the Mission Gallery, Gloucester Place, Swansea. It is one of the most inspiring spaces in Wales for the contemporary arts. It’s a beautiful architectural location and a valuable resource for the local and wider community, offering artists at any level and experience an opportunity to display work while expanding audience enjoyment, understanding and knowledge. Over the years it’s developed a national and international reputation for showing a wide diversity of creations, whilst simultaneously supporting and nurturing up and coming talent. It began as a volunteer run body, and has since evolved into a professional organisation funded by the Arts Council of Wales.  Another advantage is it’s free admission (Mission Gallery, N.D). I’ll hang the images in the spherical room built as an archway, as it’s the centre of the building and what instantly draws the eye. The images will be spaced out, giving the viewer an opportunity to ponder and evaluate each frame separately before moving on to the next. 
Whilst researching this subject, I’ve analysed artists known exclusively for exploring feminism or femininity in their work. Sarah Maple, a British visual artist is particularly striking. In the words of Beverley Knowles (2012) "Sarah Maple’s artwork is unfailingly bold and brave, not for the coy or faint of heart. These unflinching, occasionally even controversial, investigations into what it is to be a woman in 21st century Britain are made joyful by her own very personal brand of boisterous, tongue-in-cheek humour. This is not sensationalism for sensationalism’s sake, but rather a heartfelt urge for the viewer to look again, and this time with a more questioning eye, at traditionally accepted notions of identity, culture, religion and especially gender." (Maple. S, 2018) Sarah Maple (2009)

In 2009 Sarah Maple completed a mixed media series titled ‘Women are no longer viewed as objects’, the object created is an acrylic lampshade. The female body is often criticized [image: Women Are No Longer Viewed a Objects][image: God_is_a_Fem_003.jpg]and treated as a commodity, and so she’s exploited those attitudes and used them to sarcastically send a message opposing that view. Maple is obviously a loyal supporter of gender equality and so she promotes its content with her ‘spot-on renderings and snarky references to the viewer’s presumptions and assumptions’ about women’s bodies. (Swartz. A, N.D.) Masha Demianova (N.D.)

One young photographer who I also found notable was Masha Demianova, raised in Moscow; she has a new approach on how we view femininity. She explores the female approach to their bodies and beauty, she portrays women as being sexless creatures, showing that we are more than what we are used for, and styles her models to appear alien and twisted, giving an almost cinematic semblance. Demianova states that she is simply ‘trying to give people the possibility to see more than what appears in a picture – a feeling of inner substance within the frame.’ (Federova, A. 2014) 4
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Above are the series of 6 images I plan on displaying in the exhibition. Each with a subtle, almost hidden narrative of its own. The first image introduces the subject, a single mother in her rawest form, at home, makeup free, and stress-lines evident but there is also evidence of laughter and happiness. The second, her hands showing age and experience, laden with rings like the trunk of a tree, however they are all gifts and heirlooms passed from previous generations, whilst the ring finger on the left hand remains glaringly and distinctly bare.  The third image is of a dressing table, stood in the subject’s bedroom, if looked at closely, there are dozens of family images cluttering the desk, and not a single image consists of more than three people, a mother and her two children smiling at the camera, some with other relatives. Number 4, is where this mother relaxes and rejuvenates, her favourite armchair, the epicentre of her home, the 5th has a similar account, in the early hours of the morning, before the day begins and children are still asleep, she is at ease as she reads the paper with a cup of tea to her left. And finally the 6th and concluding image captures an intimate moment, as she comforts her daughter who happens to suffer from anxiety and endures difficult panic attacks at its expense. 
And so I hope that these images will help achieve a world where the rights of all women are respected, valued and realised. Though not a major gesture, it may raise local awareness, and cause visitors to reflect on how this applies to their lives, and affects them on a daily basis. 
Many charities worldwide support women’s rights such as Womankind a team who is based in the UK and are currently focusing on countries such as Ethiopia, Kenya, Nepal, Uganda and Zimbabwe, there are also campaigns such as Girls not Brides, a partnership of over 400 organizations from 60 countries, all dedicated to ending child marriage – before they turn 18, 15 million girls are married every year (Kylstra, C. 2014). An idea that I think may be effective is to exhibit a list of charities that are available for donations on the wall next to my images, so that the audience is aware that they can make an impact too. Consider this exhibition, a small step in the right direction. 
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