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[bookmark: _Int_QzzegdCF][bookmark: _Int_GWnguGQ6][bookmark: _Int_w9imXoKl]Storytelling is seen as ‘social information,’ research suggests this is how language evolved, (Storr, 2022). Bruce, Mcnair and Whinnett, 2020, state storytelling benefits children’s learning by supporting their understanding of the world in which they live and facilitates learning about themselves through their play. Additionally, Frobel believed storytelling should be welcomed to support connections, relationships, and interdependence, furthermore Frobel suggested children who are given the opportunity to access storybooks or listen to stories have good literary skills, are able to participate in discussions, have skilled reading and writing, and can make sense of their world, (Bruce, 2022). Stories and storybooks are an integrated part of children's childhoods whether it be in school or in the home, they create an opportunity for language and support language development (Povey,2019). 
[bookmark: _Int_pkmgHeHp][bookmark: _Int_B2uX5XQb][bookmark: _Int_octquZUM][bookmark: _Int_LQzLWMvc][bookmark: _Int_XralT1TQ][bookmark: _Int_Gyxad9uw][bookmark: _Int_ZNXhxMlu][bookmark: _Int_4fYOLeOK][bookmark: _Int_MzOPBioW][bookmark: _Int_4FcokzUM][bookmark: _Int_9vv7w1vk][bookmark: _Int_eeNmiNHu]Language and Literacy development starts pre-birth when a baby is growing in their mother's womb, they hear sounds, words, and tones. Once the baby is born, they begin to learn through eye contact, facial expressions, crying, smiling, and then moving onto babble. When the caregiver is responding (serve and return) they are supporting the baby with positive, healthy brain connections, this supports the baby with their language skills. When serve and return is used between the care giver and baby it supports and develops language acquisition, therefore sharing books and stories with a baby is so vital, it allows bonding time, it supports the baby's sensory development, the use touch, sight, and smell when handling a book. These are real learning opportunities for a baby, their brain and language development (First things first, 2022).
[bookmark: _Int_CATbfK65][bookmark: _Int_1gI7aIsJ]It is understood that the most crucial period to support language and Literacy is birth to three years of age, before a child starts school. Practitioners have a monumental influence on supporting children through interaction, reading, colouring, drawing, giving them any opportunity and resource, providing them with a language rich environment with positive interactions that support children’s language and literacy development (Brain wonders, 2003).
[bookmark: _Int_0XmLwW8s]Chomsky suggests children learn through language and language acquisition, and practitioners' speech and a child’s needs to be actively involved in mother tongue. He says children learn language through stages (Chomsky and Noam, 2002).
[bookmark: _Int_RMERZNVl]There is numerous research, articles and journals that show storytelling helps language and literacy development (Maureen, Meijh, and Jong 2022) say both traditional storytelling and digital storytelling support and enhance literacy skills.
[bookmark: _Int_DkitWPeY][bookmark: _Int_QB1Nesfn][bookmark: _Int_kSD2ywtG][bookmark: _Int_Gk76tcPm][bookmark: _Int_tTp9uBQ0][bookmark: _Int_EUD0VZk3][bookmark: _Int_wJaEt3k9]When undertaking the traditional and digital story presentations the Hanen programme – Learning Language and Loving it programme was used as it promotes and supports language and communication. The programme also provides strategies such as OWL – observe, wait, listen, waiting for cues and/or gestures from children, give them time to speak. Using these techniques encourage and promote communication and language skills. Supporting emergent literacy with these strategies and techniques will help develop a child’s reading and writing in early childhood. The Hanen programme facilitates children to be confident communicators (Hanen programme, date unknown). Storytelling supports children's social and emotional development and builds on their confidence and self-esteem, Department of Education, 2016).
[bookmark: _Int_0VxOYsef][bookmark: _Int_1LbY87N2][bookmark: _Int_675maarN]The UNCRC article 12 states that children have a right to a voice, express their feelings and views (UNICEF, date unknown). Traditional story telling supports this, (Lenhart et al, 2020) claim storytelling supports children’s language learning, eye contact, interaction, feelings, and gestures. Furthermore, Vygotsky believed children learn through social interactions, other children, and knowledgeable practitioners, supporting their cognitive development and comprehension (Bradbury, J, 2019, pp.3-5).
[bookmark: _Int_MZzptEnQ][bookmark: _Int_vnTPrL4T][bookmark: _Int_6nt3cpES][bookmark: _Int_DvNk9YzW]As demonstrated in the traditional story telling presentation children were given the opportunity to ask questions, time to speak and be answered, supporting back and forth communication, (Justice, 2019) points out that questions during Storytime enables children develop their language skills, understand new theories and ideas, and build and strengthens their cognitive skills. Frobel argued that children are capable learners given the right tools and enthusiastic practitioners, he believed children engage best when they are interested, excited and eager to discover. The use of books and a willing practitioner fulfils a child’s curiosity, allowing the children to use their imagination, and extend their language (the university of Edinburgh, date unknown). 
[bookmark: _Int_VazyniyV][bookmark: _Int_j3PRxSRH][bookmark: _Int_QYPtabmo][bookmark: _Int_bepjt5Ha][bookmark: _Int_qheh7YSB][bookmark: _Int_lpKBIIvX]Traditional storytelling helps children to vocalize, use language and gestures, storytelling has changed due to technology, it is used to facilitate children’s learning digitally, (Gursoy, 2020, pp.97-98). As shown in the digital presentation using the Tonie story box had issues due to not being able to connect it to the Wi-Fi. Additionally, the story box cannot be paused for children to digest information, interact, or ask questions. The Tonie story box uses one storytelling voice that does not change to build on the children's interest and curiosity.
[bookmark: _Int_wNyeOQax][bookmark: _Int_XmoY8DGM][bookmark: _Int_q1eojsnG]It is considered today that Children are being brought up in a digital era, where ICT is a necessity to children’s learning and opportunities. Children are expected to have the tools and techniques needed to navigate ICT (Sabiri, 2019). (Aubrey and Dahl, 2014) show children re digital native, they have the availability of digital resources in their environments. It is customary practice for practitioners to use digital technology in children’s learning. Using a digital Tonie story box supports this way of learning for children.
[bookmark: _Int_J2eb65JL][bookmark: _Int_sakuqwLR][bookmark: _Int_IMe4NROi][bookmark: _Int_pcpPUIND]Digital storytelling is already a change of the times and way children are learning. Covid-19 further highlighted the importance of technology and learning. Children across the country turned to online learning from home remotely. One of the biggest things used during this period was online storytelling, being able to engage and form relationships virtually and promote diversity. It is believed digital storytelling is a necessity in education today (Southeastern Oklahoma state university, 2021).
[bookmark: _Int_YvkWsIS5][bookmark: _Int_KE7dU4NY][bookmark: _Int_NdwC8RPM][bookmark: _Int_SJakc4E8]Consequently Klass,2021, believes children need print- storybooks, they support language, questions, and answers, it aides meaning and curiosity. Using a book encourages children to speak, supports social interaction and reciprocal conversation skills, electronic books do not have the same effect they do not stimulate language or conversation. It is often said that Eletronic books do not stimulate language or conversation and children are usually alone during screen time. This is supported throughout the traditional storytelling presentation with the opportunity to pause, listen to the children and what they are seeing and questioning when listening to story, put book down to have eye contact, interact, and engage fully with the children, notably this makes the children to feel listened to, and what they have to say has importance.
[bookmark: _Int_zUfcUuK0][bookmark: _Int_tvX1iPJJ][bookmark: _Int_bmkGD3Mk][bookmark: _Int_jFOFsCTG][bookmark: _Int_h7n2e8pL][bookmark: _Int_axFkfrch][bookmark: _Int_0y4Afp7K][bookmark: _Int_Q81TjTws][bookmark: _Int_fknoZOS4][bookmark: _Int_FZi9QI0U][bookmark: _Int_SxSCZexi][bookmark: _Int_dNmmm2MI]In addition to the importance of storytelling, the use of repetition and rhyme supports children’s listening and speasking skills, if children have these, they are more likely to be able to retell stories. Repetition and rhyme not only support literacy but mathematical development too. When repetition and rhyme are introduced to children from an early age it allows them to gather an extensive range of language which supports their literacy development (Ranson, 2016). In both traditional and digital presentations, the same book was used promoting repetition and rhyme, giving the children the opportunity to absorb new vocabulary, repeat back words they have heard, it supported their conversational social skills, social inclusion, turn taking, cueing, supports their focused attention skills. It allows the children to become literate, look, or listen to a word and know how it is said, this is known as grapheme. An equally important aspect of using Repetition and rhyme through storytelling supports the children to use high and low frequency words, it makes it fun, allows children to participate and work together, supports their memory performance, which allows them to use lexical definition to understand words and their meanings (Brysbaert, Mandera, and Kevleers, 2018, pp.45-50).
[bookmark: _Int_R5ab8vAo][bookmark: _Int_ogDPEUf5][bookmark: _Int_xg12gnWa][bookmark: _Int_ZrraVIwu][bookmark: _Int_x02UlVb0][bookmark: _Int_VZSEnRpR]As shown in both the traditional storytelling and digital presentations props, were used to encourage interaction throughout the presentations, the use of props gave children visual aids to see and understand the story being told. Props enable children to believe what is being read to them, it allows them to use their imagination and bring the story to life. The story telling can use different emotions and tones of voice and get into the role of the character in the story. When props are used it promotes inclusion, props are a useful source of resource for children with additional learning needs, if a child has a hearing impediment it allows them to see, feel and understand the story even though they may not be able to hear it fully, by using actions, sign language and Makaton also supports inclusion (Podium school, date unknown).
[bookmark: _Int_ZmXcXsEk]Moreover, Piaget suggests the use of sensory play (such as props) develop children’s cognitive skills, supports their health and brain development (Only about children, 2022).
Practitioners can support children’s oracy, reading, writing and digital literacy skills by providing children with real, rich language experiences and activities. Children need mark making opportunities to support learning to write, create patterns, developing their hand and eye coordination. Provide and show interest in using books, this supports children’s literacy, it gives them the opportunity to listen to words and different sounds. Building relationships with children using positive language interaction and communication will support their literacy skills, build on their confidence and self-esteem, this ensures they feel included and listened to, help them to allow their feeling, show empathy for others and express themselves freely. More importantly children need time, time for repetition, repeating of words, activities, and experiences. (ref)
Montessori states children are individual and need enabling environment and positive relationships, Montessori believes children learn holistically, child-centred and practitioners should facilitate children’s learning (Isaacs et al, 2018).




[bookmark: _Int_lyF1M2OA][bookmark: _Int_jku4nK2S][bookmark: _Int_8XmGWvCM][bookmark: _Int_gBEWw0Mp][bookmark: _Int_l7Kt4pNH][bookmark: _Int_SrJ9sBVx]As shown in the traditional story telling presentation, children can participate and engage throughout the storybook, the storyteller is able to change their tone of voice, use gestures and actions. Whereas the digital story box was one voice, one tone, meaning the children were less likely to engage, there was less opportunity for children to ask questions. Research does show traditional and digital storytelling are of equal importance. Traditional storytelling supports young children, especially birth to three years of age, Digital storytelling/technology used throughout education and is a tool needed for learning and later in children’s lives. Children need enabling positive practitioners to facilitate and guide them in their development of their language and literacy skills, practitioners should provide children with the resources and opportunities to learn, grow and develop. 
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