OBSERVATION / FIELD NOTES

Record 1
	Date and time, year group: 12th October 2023. Year 4. 


	Where and When: Context of the observation – subject/AOLE, general classroom context
In a school in Swansea in a year 4 classroom with roughly 30 children, all mixed ability, gender and ethnic/cultures. One child had a visual impariement with a visual aid on the table which was an ipad and a camera to zoom in and out of the board, to make it easier for him to see. 
The lesson was based on inferences which is a Language, Literacy and Communication AOLE. 







	What happened: a detailed description of the critical incident(the more detail the better to refer to in your later work)
The lesson started off with an introduction on the board. The teacher was asking questions that was related to the work and letting the children answer by raising their hands. He had a tendency to pick the children sat at the front and the children at the black of the class, did seem to loose a little interest. 
The table placed in a row in the centre of the classroom were 2 girls and 2 boys, one of which had a vision impairment. This table of children had difficulty starting and finishing work due to distractions. When the lesson was explaining the lesson he had asked the child with the impairment to answer a question, I think it was because he was not concentrating much, he tried to answer but then the teacher helped the child to explain his answer by scaffolding the child’s explanation by asking small questions to extend. After the lesson was explained each group/table was given a shoe to describe, this shoe was placed in the middle of everyone’s table so it was able ot be seen equally. This table that was in a row was finding it hard to see the welly equally, and were squabbling over it, it showed a lack of sharing skills and also friendship dynamics. The little boy with the visual impairment was also holding onto the welly and doing his work, but he was being asked numerous times to leave and go to his intervention. Which I saw he was holding onto the welly because he wanted a better look or he was rushing to complete his work. 









	Areas of possible exploration: what you think could be” under the hood” in these incidents? What avenues of research could you consider?
My exploration will be mainly on this table. How it was placed in the classroom based on the activity that was taken place, and how it could possibly be adpated to the lesson. Peer relationships as sharing skills and little arguments were a problem on this table, due to how the table was laid out but also how children sat next to friends can affect their learning. And lastly if intervention should be done in or outside of class, and how this also effects peer relationships. These 3 main factors cause a distraction, which relates to critical incident 7, not finishing work. 
Teaching and learning method I will investigate, scaffold teaching and also enquiry based learning. Which can related to Vygotsky and Bandura theories, and also constructivist schools possibly. 









	Notes: any details you can note (is it a busy environment, is it after lunch, are there lots of distractions, are directions made explicit - the more you can refer to the better here)
Th eclassroom was rather busy, and a little loud. Teacher was based on one group and teaching assisstant based on another. 










