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Rationale
Within this rationale I am going to discuss e-safety and look at the ways of keeping children and young people safe while using the internet.  The leaflet has been designed with children and young people in mind.  It is to advise them what internet safety is? what dangers are out there on the internet? and how to stay safe? I will explain how to report dangers and where they can go to get support and information needed.  I have chosen this subject because with the current pandemic more children and young people are accessing the internet with live learning, staying in touch with their friends and having that time as a release away from what is going on in the world and even what is going on with home and school life.  
With e-safety, we are aware that the individual is behind a screen, but we still need to keep those individuals safe.  There are many variants of abuse out there, physical, emotional, sexual, and cyber.  Individuals may be behind a screen, but they are still open to several types of abuse.  When looking at this subject we still need to look at child protection and safeguarding.  With ESafety we need to look at cyber abuse which is a form of abuse online “likely to have a threatening, intimidating, harassing of humiliating effect on a person.  It is a behaviour that threatens to hurt a person socially, psychologically or even physically” (ESafety commissioner).  We can also look at neglect within the home, Neglect is when they are not receiving important things that they need at home this could be food and water, clothing, warmth, or love.  So, some children revert to their electrical devices to connect with others in the world wide web. When we think of neglect and what children need, we look at Maslow’s Pyramid of needs as we need to make sure that the bottom two tiers of the pyramid are met so that the child thrives and grow well.  Some children do not get these tiers met and go straight to tier 3 and take the affection and love that they receive from others online as they are not receiving it within the home.  When working with children we need to look at Child Protection and Safeguarding, and make sure the relevant policies are in place to protect the individuals we are working with. Child protection goes in hand with the safeguarding processes, but the two issues are different.  When looking at these subjects we are looking at protecting children and young people from abuse and neglect and identifying the issues.
Child protection is to make sure children and young people are safe from abuse and neglect in which ever form it may be.  The UNCRC is there to provide the protection of children and young people to ensure that they are receiving the correct care they need, this is providing child protection services across all local authorities set out by the government.  This protection is for children and young people that are underage. Bringing in child protection systems. 
UNICEF defines a child protection system as:
“the set of laws, policies, regulations and services needed across all social sectors – 	especially social welfare, education, health, security and justice – to support 		prevention and response to protection-related risks. These systems are part of social 	protection, and extend beyond it. At the level of prevention, their aim includes 		supporting and strengthening families to reduce social exclusion, and to lower the risk 	of separation, violence and exploitation. Responsibilities are often spread across 		government agencies, with services delivered by local authorities, non-state 		providers, and community groups, making coordination between sectors and levels, 	including routine referral systems etc.., a necessary component of effective child 		protection systems (UNICEF 2008).
Even though child protection is different to safeguarding it still comes under the safeguarding process.   When working with children and young people safeguarding policies and procedures are set in place to ensure that every child is protected regardless of their age, gender, disability, race, religion or belief, sex or sexual orientation.  They have the right to be protected from harm.  Having good safeguarding policies within an educational setting are important to protect children and keep them safe from adults and other children who might pose a risk to them.  NSPCC say, “safeguarding is the action that is taken to promote the welfare of children and protect them from harm” (NSPCC 2021).  All educational settings have safeguarding policies that they follow and that are updated annually ready for new laws, legislations and regulations.  Staff are also kept up to date with training which makes them eligible to work with children and young people. School A has a copy of its Safeguarding Policy 2020 on their website for public view, they state that ‘it is committed to adhering to Wales Safeguarding Procedures and section 175 of the Education Act, 2002.  Which requires local authorities and Governing Bodies of maintained schools and institutions to have arrangements for exercising their functions with a view of safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children and maintaining a safe learning environment.’  Through the pandemic school A are aware of the dangers that face pupils and have put a statement for parents/carers on their safeguarding section to let them know who they can contact if they have any concerns that they are worried about.  They have also put links for information that parents/carers may be worried about or unsure of this is ‘Tips on preventing Sexting, Be curious. Act Against Child Neglect’ these are to name a few. 
When working with children and young people there are a variety of laws and procedures that are adhered to within child protection, these are reformed and updated regularly.  Looking at the Children Act 2004, we saw some substantial changes from the 1989 edition, to how local authorities would deal with children and their families.  This came about after the news of the death of 8-year-old Victoria Climbie in 2000.  Lord Laming was requested by the Government to investigate, to see if there were any changes that needed to be made.  This also came about from the   His report saw significant changes across England and Wales to how child services would be structured.  Laming made progress on his report over the years making recommendations on child protection reforms.  With this case and Lamings work we saw the introduction of Every Child Matters initiative 2003, this is one of the most important initiatives to date when looking at child protection.  When the Childrens Act 2004 was updated from 1989 it did “not replace or even amend much of the Children Act 1989. Instead, it sets out the process for integrating services to children and created the post of Children's Commissioner for England” (Nursery World 2013).  From this post being created we saw the Local Safeguarding Childrens Boards (LSBC’s) be introduced.
In 2008 Professor Byron was asked by then-prime minister Gordon Brown to report on the internet and video game use by children in the UK with recommendations on how best to ensure child safety (NSPCC).  She produced a list of 38 strong recommendations on how to keep children safe which she believed needed urgent attention.  10 years on in 2018 there was a review of her report and her recommendations, where we see that “16 were implemented, 11 not implemented and 7 partially implemented” (NSPCC) the final 4 were not able to be assessed due to changes in government and additions of mobile digital devices.  Byrons report did see the arrival of UKCCIS which is the Uk Council on Child Internet Safety.  UKCCIS was put into place to “develop a safer internet strategy that involved better regulation in the form of a code of practice for industry, and improved information and education for parents and young people” (NSPCC).
Over the years we have seen an increase of the use of digital technology with children and young people.  Social media and gaming being immensely popular, but with the current pandemic we have seen a change in these numbers due to classroom learning changing to e-learning. “Globally over 1.2 billion children have been out of the classroom” (Li 2020).  As we know being online has its benefits as mentioned before e-learning and staying in contact with friends and families, but it also has its dangers.  This takes us to e-safety, which means electronic safety.  The protection of children and young people in the digital world and making sure that they are safe and feel safe when accessing new technology.  When our children are online, we take it for granted that they are safe, but we are wrong as our children can be exposed to many dangers.  This can be from bullying from social groups to being exposed to radicalisation, sexually explicit content which can be very upsetting to grooming.  
The attached leaflet has been designed for children and young people to make them aware of what e-safety is? What to look out for? How to stay safe? And how to report any concerns that they may have.  It can also be used as basic information for parents/carers so that they can discuss the subject with their child.  With Byrons report it was recommended that certain games and websites were to have age restrictions, we see that social media sites like Facebook and Instagram to name a few have a minimum age requirement of 13 but we know that some children will falsify their age to get access so that they can be the same as their friends and feel more grown up or to follow their favourite celeb.  When this happens, we as adults need to be responsible in educating the safety risks that are out there, the attached leaflet is aimed to do this in an understanding way, so children and young people of different abilities receive the message.  Before the current pandemic children were using the internet daily in school for work and research.  Asd a school it important to explain the importance of internet safety.  The school will also have internet safety within their safeguarding policies and with the current pandemic these policies have been updated.  During the pandemic School A still followed internet safety week by providing the pupils with tasks, information and videos with advice on how to stay safe and what signs to look out for which is also outlined on the leaflet.  Wellbeing checks were also made within virtual class learning.  Schools will work with parents if they have any worries of their child online and they can also work with the child, the leaflet also points out other agencies that the child and parent can go to, to get help and advice.  These agencies will also work alongside the school so that the child's needs are met, and they are protected.  when working with agencies outside of the school we need to make sure that everyone is singing from the same hymn sheet, there is no time for barriers or prejudices because where there are these things that is when problems occur, this takes us back to Lamings report.  When he was looking into the case of Victoria Climbie and in future years other cases like baby P, he found that there were many failings on the part of the multi agencies with a role to play in protecting children.  With policies and procedures that are in place today we see the communication of agencies and individuals has improved, they are working together effectively to identify any abuse or neglect with a child.  Working together ensures that the child is kept safe and away from abuse and neglect.
Over the years there has been a development of all child protection laws with the updating of policies and procedures.  Within the last year through the pandemic, we have seen an increase of online use by children where they have been expanding the ways that they use the internet, we need to become more aware of this content.  By the production of this leaflet, I hope to expand the knowledge of the risks and dangers that are there when exploring the internet.  With all education we provide for our youngsters we are still not able to stop the risks and dangers of being online.  Ways to further the protection of our children and young people need to be constantly reviewed by our government to ensure our children are safe and protected from harm. 
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There are lots of people you can talk to if
you find yourself or someone you care
about a victim of online abuse.
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