Alanna John 
I can confirm I have used AI to give me ideas on how to structure this essay.
I am going to be talking on the topic of children’s rights in education and exploring theoretical frameworks which helps to make the research process straight forward and can help to allow researchers clearly interpret their findings due to the structure for developing conclusions and keeping data organised. I will also be briefly exploring case study’s, according to oxford dictionary this is a process or record of research into the development of a particular person, group or situation based over a period of time. Legality and policy’s is also something I will be including in my research, legality is weather or not something is in line with the law for example a persons actions, transactions, documents or an object. Policy is regulation or law which can be reflected in resource allocations. As well as this I will also be including the barriers and issues and strategies that can impact these topics. In wales, the rights of young people and children in education are governed by a combination of policies a, national legislations and international treaties. The rights are created with the intent to ensure all children and young people have easy access to good quality education, opportunities, support and dignity to allow them to succeed. 
There are theoretical frameworks put in place to discuss relevant theoretical frameworks that underpin understanding children and young people’s rights. The human rights theory refers to ethical frameworks that allows understanding, seek justice and protect the rights that every individual possesses. These rights are important to ensure a persons dignity, equality, freedom, and concerned inherent, which means they cannot be taken away from an individual and likewise they cannot give them up. The human rights act is a extremely important framework to ensure that anyone regardless of circumstances or background has access to essential rights such as, the right to life, freedom expression, the right to a fair trial, and protection from discrimination. By implementing these rights into the law it means that the human rights act can hold public authorities accountable if they and also allows citizens to challenge any violations of their rights while promoting fairness, equality and respect. In wales there are UK wide legal frameworks and specific policy’s within education as well as practices that incorporate the human rights principles into schools. Wales has developed powers and the rights of children and young people (wales) measure 2011 and the well-being of future generations (wales) act 2015 which further supports integrating the human rights act into school. Schools in wales are encouraged to incorporate the human rights act into the curriculum, this is often personal and social education lessons which are often referred to as PSE. Educating children about the human rights act in schools gives the children a better understanding of the rights they have as an individual and can help to prevent their rights being violated in the future or might even make them aware of any times this may have happened in the passed. Most schools in wales have a student council which is where students can speak for themselves and their peers about the concerns they have within the school which can include concerns or issues related to their rights while also implementing the children’s right to participate in decisions that affect them as stated in the UN convention on the rights of the child (CRC). In Welsh schools, child development theories are often integrated into education to promote human rights, well being and holistic development. While there isn’t one theory used universally through Welsh schools there are a few key approaches that are commonly used, for example vygotskys sociocultural theory. This theory is biased off the idea that social interaction is a fundamental part of learning and the done of proximal development which is when children develop their learning better when they are supported. In Welsh schools Vygotskys theory can be seen in collaborative learning settings where the children work in groups, dialogue and also peer support. This allows the children to understand their roles in promoting equality and social justice.
Legal and policy documents are key in clarifying the rights of children while also clearly defining the responsibilities of the government and instructions. Without documentation there would not be a formal way to recognise and understand what children are entitled to and the actions that need to be taken to protect the child. The United Nations convention on the rights of the child is a legal binding in human rights that establishes the civil, political, economical, social and cultural rights of children. In relation to education, there are important principles clearly set out by the UNCRC that impact the rights of children and young people in Wales as well as other countries that have also consented to the legal binding. The Welsh government has implemented several policies and frameworks to protect the rights of children in wales. The policies focus on ensuring children’s safety, wellbeing and development while insuring their rights are upheld. The national child safeguard procedures outlines how multi agencies such as, schools, social services and health services work together to prevent any harm to the child. There are processes put in place to identify children or young people who could be at risk and respond accordingly. The Welsh government also implemented school standards and framework act in 1998 which sets out the statutory responsibilities of schools in wales in regards to safe grading. Members of staff are required to undergo training to spot signs of abuse or neglect and the school must have policies in place to protect children from harm. As well as that, the Welsh government have also implemented the additional learning needs and education tribunal (Wales) Act 2018 which was put in place to improve services for children with additional needs. It supports the children by emphasising a more personalised and inclusive approach to supporting children with special educational needs, this is important to ensure they receive access to a good education and achieve their full potential.
A public school in the UK is developing inclusivity in education to allow children or young people with special needs to be integrated into mainstream classrooms. This initiative aligns with the United Nations convention on the rights of the child (CRC),which promotes the rights of children who have disabilities and ensures they enjoy a full and active life in an inclusive environment. A child in the school was placed in the special education unit, the child has autism which made it difficult for them to socialise and engage with their work. An individualised education plan was put in place by the school which included sensory friendly spaces and trained teaching staff to work according to the child’s needs. By implementing the care plan they have promoted the child’s right to education by giving them the same opportunity’s as his peers and the option to work along side them in a mainstream classroom. They have also promoted the child’s right to participation because he was given the opportunity to voice his decisions during regular meetings with his parents and teachers. The child then improved in their academic performance and also their social skills and also voiced how they felt a greater sense of belonging in school.
A university in the Uk developed a comprehensive sexual harassment policy and support system to address incidents of harassment and ensuring all students felt safe and respected. A female student reported an incident where she had been sexually harassed at a campus social event. The university followed it policy’s and provided her counselling and investigating the incident to ensure that it did not happen again. The university took swift action which addresses the young persons right to protection from violence and ensured her safety. The incident was also handled confidentially which respected the young persons right to privacy throughout the investigation. After the university taking these steps and protecting her rights, the individual was then able to continue her studies without fear of being harassed again. The university created a bigger sense of safety for its students making them aware that they take these matters seriously. 
In 2004, the Welsh assembly government passed the rights of children and young person (wales) act 2011, making wales the first part of the uk to incorporate the United Nations convention on the rights of the child into law. Prior to this legislation, a local authority in wales decided to place a child in foster care. The rights of the child were not always concerned, the social workers and local authority now have a legal obligation to protect the child’s best interests and ensure they are the sole focus. The case highlighted how the child’s rights should be valued during the decision making process, their welfare was prioritised, and the correct actions were taken in supporting the child’s right to be heard especially allowing them to participate in decisions while also ensuring their needs were met in line with the UNCRC.
There are a range of barriers and issues that can occur when implementing policies and practices, some of the mail challenges include lack of awareness and understanding. Many policy makers, educators and sometimes parents might not fully understand the rights of their children or how they should apply them in different settings such as school, at home or in the care of others. If the policies are not used consistently it can hinder the successful implementation policies and practices. Similarly, some school leaders, parents or the community, also known as key stakeholders, may not be involved in implementing the policies and processes or don’t view them as positive and affective to the child. This can then lead to the steak holder being unlikely or less motivated to support and adapt to the policy’s which can negatively affect the rights of the child or young person being met. Another barrier can be cultural and societal norms, this is because in some cultures the rights of children and young people may conflict with the the traditions or social expectations of their culture. An example of this is parental authority and gender roles, cultural barriers such as these can slow or in some cases prevent the adaptation of children and young people’s rights policies. Limited resources can also affect the implementation of policies because they often require financial or Human Resources. For a range of different reasons organisations or even the government may have a difficult time allocating the necessary funding for training programmes or facilities that support children’s rights. Discrimination and inequality is a big factor in the barriers that can affect the practices from being carried out to protect the rights of the child or young person. Based on factors such as race, gender, disability or socioeconomic status can prevent certain groups of children from enjoying the same rights as other. This can be caused by a lack of targeted policies to address these disparities. It is also common for schools to become overwhelmed with the amount of policies and practices in place. This can become a barrier because of the large amount staff will need to remember and carry out, it can easily become confusing, hard to remember and difficult to know what to prioritise with each child. 
In contrast to this, there are many ways in which children and young people’s rights can be protected in an educational setting. This is vital to ensure that the child or young person can develop and grow in a comfortable, supportive and safe environment. Implementing different strategies such as inclusive education means that regardless of the individuals background they will receive the access to education while also adapting policies for special education and providing necessary resources for students who require different learning needs. This apply to all students in including those who have disabilities and additional learning needs, as well as those who come from marginalised communities such as, low income families, refugees or even minority ethnic groups. Another strategy used to ensure the implementation of children and young people’s rights is child protection policies. This is implemented by schools and educational institutions to prevent and in some situations address abuse, neglect and/or exploitation. Background checks are always taken out for teachers and other members of staff as well as educating all staff on protocols for reporting concerns about a students welfare. This is why regular training for staff is vital on recognising the signs of abuse in children and creating a safe, supportive environment for students. It is common for bullying to occur amongst children in an educational setting so it is importantly for schools to implement anti bullying programmes. Schools can implement programs that are aimed at the preventing of bullying. These programs consist of spreading awareness through campaigns and clear aunt bullying policies with clear instructions on how to pepper incidents for yourself and on behalf of others. They also create a safe space for all students to conduct resolution programs. Some children may educational barriers and discrimination so there are legal frameworks put in place and child advocacy organisations those who this might affect. This strategy helps to ensure that children’s education pal rights are valued and respected while providing legal resources when needed. For example, children who’s fist language is not English may require a advocate to speak on behalf of them to made decisions for their education. Lastly, including parents and communities in education allows for children’s rights to be supported beyond the school walls. There are strategies used for parents to work along side the school and community leaders to protect the wellbeing of the children and young people and most importantly ensuring access to education, good nutrition and emotional support whilst at home. The parents can communicate through online apps for example Class DoJo which include chat rooms created by the school to include parents in their child’s education.
To conclude, the rights of children and young people in education being promoted is an extremely important for their development. Having their rights taken away can cause physical and emotional harm to the child or young person and can impact their educational development in school. It is also important that parents take on board the rights of their child and implement strategies in their home environment to show them  consistency and how they have these rights at all times. There are a lot of barriers that can impact the rights of children and young people but with so many strategies being implemented by schools they can be overcome, however, more needs to be done because in some educational systems the steps to change are not being taken and it’s causing great harm to the development of children and young people. 
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