Four Great Questions to Rule Them All: And Four Answers to Answer These Questions
The assignments in this part of the course were noteworthy for being of a considerably harder nature, given that in this case it was not we the students selecting the material or subject matter. Thus, the search for the articles needed, to answer each of the questions took considerable time. Especially, as the four questions were ones, that not everyone may specialise in, though thanks to the excellent archival sources as supplied by the university, they were near at hand. With the most easily found, being that of Robert Ridel.
The first of the four questions assigned, the one regarding Richard II, is a simple one to answer for anyone with a remote interest in the Hundred-Years Wars, or Shakespeare. As Richard’s reign is smack dab in the middle of those terrible wars, and thus it was a simple mathematical equation. The harder part was finding the archival evidence, that validated the fact that the court at pickering was held in 1385. Though any sort of assumption of this sort, is invalid without checking to make certain that the sources back it (if they did not, it would require one to reject the prior assumption and go with the actual information). Not that there was any source to find, given how the source did not exist though the proposed date took place in 1385 by virtue of the fact that Richard came to the throne in 1377 A.D. and that the 8th year of his reign would mean ’85.
The second great question of the assignment is the one that was most difficult to find sources on, given that most databases have no such charter, as it is mentioned in the moodle. Therefore it took considerable time before it was found to be nowhere online either, with the question thus a moot one.
As to the third question the one marked as c), it is for one thing noted to take place in the fourth year of Edward’s reign, which left the question open. That is until one realises that given John Kettene’s elevation and that he was only raised up to the episcopate in the reign of Edward II. A lesser name if ever there was one, in the grander scheme of things, in the reign of the incompetent heir of Edward Longshanks. The source that gave away that it was Edward II’s man, was the secondary source by James Bentham (the elder).[endnoteRef:2] With the date disclosed via the question itself, as well as in the records assembled by Bentham, as Ketton held his office from 1310 to 1316. And as Longshanks passed in 1306 this signifies that by pure reasoning, the king in question had to be Edward II and Edward II alone. With the date of elevation being 1310, by virtue of the simple mathematical equation of adding four to 1306, and therefore as Ketton was elevated in this fourth-year, finding the exact source relied upon the book .[endnoteRef:3] [2:  Bentham, James, ‘The History and Antiquities of the Conventual and Cathedral Church of Ely: from the foundation of the monastery, A.D. 673, to the year 1771,’ Stevenson & Company, 1812, Pg 84]  [3:  Bentham, James, ‘The History and Antiquities of the Conventual and Cathedral Church of Ely: from the foundation of the monastery, A.D. 673, to the year 1771,’ Stevenson & Company, 1812, Pg 84] 

The first thing to do in regard to the last question was to figure out which King Henry it was. Given the great number of them that, England has had it was no easy feat, at least not at first glance. The first major clue was Woodstock, as the principal king to have been known to favour the location, was Henry I, with Richard Basset and Ranulf, earl of Chester also dead give-aways. As both men, have fairly distinctive names, and looking up their names turned up Henry I as their principal liege-lord, before the Anarchy/Shipwreck. With only Ranulf having lived, up to 1153, which could possibly have placed him in Henry II’s court, it was still unlikely. Given that Henry II did not come to the throne until 1154, a year later, and while Stephen lived, might not have been called ‘king’. Thus it had to be the first Henry, who was known to have preferred Woodstock, and issued a number of charters from there.
It thus became a simple thing, to look up in the databases for the mentioned charter, only to then have to filter through them for the likely charter. As well as to locate the one dated to the correct event which involved the acknowledgement of Basset’s marriage to a daughter of Geoffroy Ridel and the granting of custody over lands until Ridel’s heir Robert Ridel comes of age and is properly knighted. An event that would likely at the time be expected to be supervised by either Henry I or his heir (i.e. his grandson Henry II). Thus the charter is one of some importance, as it helps to shape the politics and future regarding the lands of Ridel. With the added clause that Basset’s daughter via his marriage to Robert’s sister, would also have to be married to Robert, if he wishes to reclaim all of his lands. The principal source though, is from the Complete Peerage books, notably the 14th volume.[endnoteRef:4] An invaluable source for charters from the medieval-era of England and Scotland with some from Irish history also, with there being a total of fourteen volumes. With Matilda Ridel married to Basset somewhere between 1120 and 1123, with this piece of information only retrievable in the records kept in the Complete Peerage of England.[endnoteRef:5] [4:  G. E. Cokayne, “The Complete Peerage of England, Scotland, Ireland, Great Britain & the United Kingdom, 2nd edition revised, Vol. 14, The Complete Peerage,” Addenda and Corrigenda published by Sutton Publishing Limited, 1998, http://cybergata.com/roots/1489.htm 
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