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Introduction.
1916, a world war was raging, already there had been many casualties of the conflict; world-wide, families were grieving, and an air of uncertainty, fear, and anger prevailed throughout.  This was also the year of an uprising in Dublin, Ireland, which was also to lead to casualties, grieving and anger; however, this uprising, or rebellion was not against the Kaiser and the Germans, but against the British, and their continued rule of Ireland and her affairs. 
The following analysis, of the ‘Poblacht Na H Eireann’  Proclamation of the Republic to the Irish people in 1916[footnoteRef:2], a primary source document of historical significance, will aim to explain why the paper was written, by whom it was written, for whom it was written, and subsequently what events followed.  [2:  CAIN, Proclamation of the Irish Republic, 24 April 1916, 2021, https://cain.ulster.ac.uk/issues/politics/docs/pir24416.htm [accessed 30/05/2021]] 

The primary source document is entitled:
‘POBLACHT NA H EIREANN:
THE PROVISIONAL GOVERNMENT
OF THE
IRISH REPUBLIC.
TO THE PEOPLE OF IRELAND’[footnoteRef:3], [3:  C. Townsend, Easter 1916-The Irish Rebellion (London: Penguin Books, 2006) p.xx.  The illustration of the ‘Proclamation’ in Townsend’s book is just one of many available.  ] 


and was the catalyst for the Easter Rising in Dublin, Monday 24th April 1916.
The Proclamation of the Republic was written by protagonists of the Irish Republican Brotherhood (IRB), an organisation born out of significant events of the 19th and early 20th centuries.  Amongst these key events were the ‘Union with Ireland Act 1800’[footnoteRef:4], which ‘unified the British and Irish parliaments […] translating the Irish component from Dublin to Westminster’[footnoteRef:5]; the Famine of 1840’s and 1850’s; the Catholic Emancipation of 1829; and the ‘Home Rule Bills placed before the House of Commons 1886, 1893 and 1912’[footnoteRef:6].  Each had an impact, of varying degrees, on the civilians of Ireland, but it was perhaps the attitude and behaviour of the British ascendancy, towards the Irish, that stirred up an atmosphere of more radical nationalist viewpoints, and a call to action for a united and independent Ireland.  Many national organisations sprang up during the 19th century, amongst these were the ‘Gaelic League’, seeking to conserve the Gaelic language; ‘Young Ireland movement’, radical and revolutionary; ‘Gaelic Athletics Association’, promoting and ‘setting out to revive traditional Irish sports’[footnoteRef:7]; and the ‘Irish Republican Brotherhood’ (IRB) a secretive and proactive organisation, calling for an independent republican Ireland.  Whilst religion did and still does play a huge part in the politics of Ireland, both in the north and the south, nationalism and Irish identity could be said to be a crucial and driving force behind many historical and highly emotive risings within Ireland. [4:  Union with Ireland Act 1800 (2nd July 1800) Available at Union with Ireland Act 1800 (legislation.gov.uk) [accessed 26/05/2021]]  [5:  M. Kelly. ‘Home Rule for Ireland for and against’.  Historian,  Volume 124 (2014), P.30. 
Available at https://search-proquest-com.ezproxy.uwtsd.ac.uk/scholarly-journals/home-rule-ireland-against/docview/1655813116/se-2?accountid=130472 [Accessed 19/05/2021]]  [6:  M. Kelly. ‘Home Rule for Ireland for and against’, Pp. 30-35. ]  [7:  Townsend, Easter 1916-The Irish Rebellion (London: Penguin Books, 2006) p.7.] 

Ireland in the run up to the final drafting of the ‘Proclamation of the Republic’ by the IRB, was divided over the British ‘Home Rule Bill’ of 1912.  ‘Home Rule’ was to give Ireland her own parliament in Dublin, and control over domestic affairs with a semblance of self-rule.  However, ‘Home Rule’ was opposed by Ulster, in the north, being predominantly Protestant, they did not want to be under the governance of Dublin and Roman Catholics.  In the north the ‘Ulster League and covenant was signed by 471,414 Ulstermen and women, pledging to resist by force the implementation of Home Rule’[footnoteRef:8].  By the same token, there were those in the south that also opposed ‘Home Rule’, they were to call for a more radical solution, for Ireland to become a republic and to gain an all-Ireland independence, which included Ulster.   [8:  Kelly, ‘Home Rule for Ireland for and against’, p.34.] 

The atmosphere of Ireland prior to the reading of the ‘Proclamation of the Republic’ could be said to be a tinderbox waiting to ignite a fire of insurrection.  The onset of World War in 1914 and the postponement of the ‘Home Rule Bill’ was further compounded by John Redman, Irelands ‘Home Rule’ leader, pledging support in the war effort from the ‘Irish National Volunteers’.  For those calling for a republic, this pledge to offer Irishmen to fight for Britain was not well received.  Conscription was of major concern in Ireland, but in the event, it was not enforced, however, many Irishmen from both Ulster in the north, and Ireland in the south did answer the call to fight for Britain, and indeed paid the ultimate sacrifice, their lives.  

Who were the men behind the names on the ‘Proclamation of the Republic’?
There were seven signatories to the ‘Proclamation of the Republic’, each supporting the call for a republic of Ireland.  These seven men were the core of the secretive IRB military council.
Whilst membership of the IRB was a common thread, each of those men were also diverse in their backgrounds.  However, they were to share a further commonality; upon surrendering, following the ‘Easter Rising’, each man lost his life to the firing squad of the British Military.  The summary executions of these seven men and other participants of the Easter 1916 insurrection, was to reverberate through Ireland, and whilst the Easter Rising and Proclamation of the Republic were at first condemned by the general populous.  The Ireland seen today can be suggested to be the dynamic impact that has its roots in the Easter Rising week of insurrection.
The Proclamation of the Republic contains seven main signatories:

Thomas J. Clarke (1858-1916)
Sean Mac Diarmada (1883-1916)
Thomas MacDonagh (1878-1916)
[bookmark: _Hlk73276467]Patrick H. Pearse (1879-1916)
Eamonn Ceannt (1881-1916)
James Connolly (1868-1916)
Joseph Plunkett (1887-1916)

Amongst these seven there were three that could be suggested to be of greater importance or influence than the others, namely, Patrick H. Pearse, James Connolly, and Thomas Clarke.  These three men brought diverse elements to the IRB, cultural and romanticised nationalism, socialism and Fennianism.
Patrick H. Pearse was the orator of the ‘Proclamation of the Republic’ on the steps of the GPO, on 24th April 1916, Easter Monday.  He also was responsible for the majority of the drafting of the ‘Proclamation of the Republic’.   His poetic language and background could be said to have qualified him to pen the words to best effect.  Pearse was a ‘cultural nationalist’; his affiliation with the Gaelic League, his religious, educational, and professional background, certainly demonstrate this.    
James Connolly was born in a poor Irish migrant area in Scotland and as such was very different in cultural identity to Pearse.  The Irish Citizens Army (ICA) was the military element brought into the IRB by Connolly.  Unlike Pearse and Clarke, Connolly’s political stance was that of a ‘socialist, working-class internationalist’[footnoteRef:9]. [9:  Dr. Fearghal McGarry, The Seven Signatories: James Connolly [video]. 2016 < The Seven Signatories: James Connolly - YouTube><https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aJQuC1qOG-4 [accessed30/05/2021]] 

Thomas Clarke, the oldest and highly respected member of the IRB council, was given the honour of being the first signatory of the Proclamation of the Republic.  It was above Clarke’s tobacco shop that much of the activity and meeting of the IRB took place.  One of Clarke’s notable skills was his ‘ability to get the right men, […] willing to sacrifice a great deal in both his and IRB’s behalf’[footnoteRef:10]. [10:  Seán Farrell Moran, Patrick Pearse, and the Politics of Redemption – The Mind of the Easter Rising, 1916  (Washington, D.C.: The Catholic University of America Press, p.75.] 


Who were the unnamed men behind the Proclamation of the Republic?
Eoin MacNeill (1867-1945) - Leader of the Irish Volunteers (IV) .  With the news of the arrest of Casement and the seizure of the much-anticipated arms, Eoin MacNeill gave the command to halt the Easter call to action, although it was called off for the original Easter Sunday, MacNeill was unsuccessful in halting the entire Easter Rising.  
Sir Roger Casement (1864-1916). Following a trial in court Casement was executed for treason in August 1916.  It was Casement who was the one of the founding figures of the Irish Volunteers in November 1913.  The Irish Volunteers (IVs) military organisation was created in direct response to the Ulster Volunteers formation in 1912.  Casement, whilst working for the British Foreign Office, and decorated as a ‘British colonial officer’[footnoteRef:11], was also known for his participation in supporting his IVs by sourcing armaments from Germany and being identified as the ‘Principal architect of running guns into Howth [a village near Dublin, Ireland] in July 1914’[footnoteRef:12].   [11:  Angus Mitchell, Who was Roger Casement? [video]. 2014  available at  Who was Roger Casement? - YouTube [Accessed 30/05/2021]]  [12:  Angus Mitchell, 2014 [video at 2 minutes and 54 seconds]] 


The Document.
Th Proclamation of the Irish Republic was read out, for all of Ireland to hear, by Patrick H. Pearse, speaking from the steps of the General Post Office in Sackville Street, Dublin, on Monday 24th April 1916.  Copies of the Proclamation were circulated but it must be noted that there were not crowds a plenty to witness the momentous occasion.  ‘The Proclamation expressed the hopes and plans of the revolutionaries’[footnoteRef:13]. [13:  BBC, War & Conflict 1916 Easter Rising - Insurrection, 2014, 
available at http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/british/easterrising/insurrection/in04.shtml [accessed 25/05/2021]] 

Whilst the Proclamation of the Republic document uses clear language, there is no mistaking that those who drafted the document were also sending an underlying message to the British government; the Irish Republican Brotherhood (IRB) were not alone in their call for an Irish Republic and had support both at home, from the Irish Volunteers and Irish Citizen Army, and abroad, ‘…supported by her exiled children in America and by gallant allies in Europe’.  The ‘…gallant allies in Europe’ were the Germans, this alone demonstrated the resistance to offering any support to the British in their battles in Europe and was a very provocative statement to make; further it strongly indicated that the IRB’s Provisional Government’s only true allegiance was with its own Irish citizens.  
The Proclamation of the Republic of just six paragraphs, brings together the injustices that the IRB and other republican supporters believed it was time to address.  The rejection of the postponed ‘Home Rule’ in favour of sovereignty for all regions of Ireland and for all the people of Ireland, regardless ‘of the differences carefully fostered by an alien government’[footnoteRef:14].  Sovereignty was reinforced three times within the third paragraph. [14:   Townsend, Easter 1916-The Irish Rebellion, p.xx.] 

It is not possible to just read the Proclamation of the Republic, and to not consider the Irish history from which the authors draw upon, it would be remiss in the extreme to ignore the centuries that preceded the Proclamations inception.  The document speaks of justice, equality, peace, prosperity, trust, and unification.  All of which one could say is totally admirable.  However, it would be remiss to believe this is a document that would lead a people to a utopia and a perfect, harmonised existence.  The provisional government speak of the need to take up arms and warn that there will be sacrifice.  The sacrifice that they speak of is a continuation of the struggles against an alien government, one that has suppressed the rights and true destiny of the Irish people past and present.  The Provisional Government assume the governance of all of Ireland and its people, militarily and administratively, until such a time as the suffrage of all citizens votes for the permanent representation of the people.  The issue of land and its rightful ownership is alluded to in the third paragraph, ‘We declare the right of the people of Ireland to the ownership of Ireland’.  Land could be said to have been and continues to be catalyst for much of the unrest and anger felt by the people of Ireland.  
In the fourth paragraph the words, ‘liberty’ and ‘happiness’ can also be seen in the American ‘Declaration of Independence’ of 1776.  Pearse’s use of these words are not likely to be accidental, given the connections with America and also the manner in which Pearse used his writing.  Catherine Frost studied the founding language of the Proclamation of the Republic and compared the document with that of the American ‘Declaration of Independence’, discussing the manner in which the language used portrays the demands to its intended audience.  Of the Proclamation, Frost says that the style in which it is composed is ‘one with aesthetic or poetic qualities’[footnoteRef:15], which would certainly be in keeping with what is known of the poet, author, teacher, barrister, and scholar, Pearse.  The technicality of the writing is as important as the actual content.  The manner in which the document speaks in a maternal form, referring to Ireland as ‘her’, conjures a motherland, nurturing and caring.  The writing whilst calling for sacrifice and arms and the ‘august destiny to which it is called’, does not speak of the fight of warriors but the ‘readiness of its children’.   [15:  Catherine Frost, Summoning Sovereignty: Constituent Power and Poetic Prophecy in Ireland’s 1916 Proclamation of the Republic, Constellations (Oxford, England), 24 (2017), P.76.] 


To whom was the Proclamation of the Republic aimed?
In the opening lines of the Proclamation of the Republic, indeed the very first words, both ‘Irishmen and Irishwomen’ are addressed, and primarily it is to the people the document is calling and is not for the people; however, it is in the second paragraph that the provisional government are speaking to the British government, some subtlety in language but also a powerful message.  The proclaimed Provisional Government of the IRB are telling the British that the time for the uprising has been a long time in the coming, and that there is military support, from the Irish Volunteers, the Irish Citizens Army, who have been preparing for the moment, along with those from further afield.  The IRB are also calling to the world to acknowledge and accept the call for the Irish Republic.  

Conclusion
The Proclamation of the Republic published by the IRB was ‘Intended originally as the opening act of a national revolution, the Rising was a complete military failure’[footnoteRef:16].  However, whilst the Rising was neither popular nor well supported initially, the ‘executions [of the IRB insurgents] helped reinvigorate the nationalist movement’[footnoteRef:17].  This primary source, a Proclamation of the Republic , may have seemed foolhardy and doomed to failure but it was impactful, Ireland is indeed a republic, but not in the All-Ireland manner envisioned by the martyrs, Pearse and fellow IRB members.  In analysing the document, it allows the reader to contextualise the time in history and to further begin to understand its relevance in a contemporary world. [16:   Moran, Patrick Pearse, and the Politics of Redemption, p.1.]  [17:  Moran,  Patrick Pearse and the Politics of Redemption, p.1.] 
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