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The Philosophy and Practice of Social Research
                                                   Discussion Two
Being able to reflect on my initial proposal has given me time to understand and recognise what I could change and what should be done differently, making a conscious effort to develop insights into awareness of my current practice.  I needed to develop, discuss and expand on my ethical issues in more depth and add some more ethical considerations.
[bookmark: _Hlk28618356]Firstly, I must expand on the consent and complaints procedure on my proposal, I stated that Investigators must obtain the cooperation and consent from the parents and guardians of the children who are taking part in the research, I should have added more detail regarding that this is an ongoing investigation within the school I must still check and make sure individuals are still happy to proceed, for instance if a period of time has passed from the first to second interview is it appropriate to check that the participant, parents/guardians and also staff are happy to take part in the second interview, even though formal consent for the whole process has been sought and given at the beginning. Similarly, it should be made clear to participants that even if they have given consent at the beginning of the process, they are entitled to decline to answer any particular questions without giving a reason and are entitled to decide not to take part at any point, again without giving a reason, and can ask for their data to be removed from the study, also an in-depth complaints procedure needed to be outlined. According to National Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Children (2019) if a child shows any negative or unresponsive participation or verbally says that they do not want to take part this overrides any consent given by the appropriate adult and research is immediately stopped.
[bookmark: _Hlk28618220]The Social Research Association (2018) has a Code of Practice for the Safety of Researchers and reports that when carrying out research it is important to make sure that prevention of personal and social harm to participants and researchers is essential. Participants who may be vulnerable can find participating in research stressful and demanding, causing upset to their daily routine or a transition from other activities. Elks (2015) suggests that although there are a range of ways research can cause distress it doesn’t mean that it is necessarily harmful to the participant, any kind of research can open up the possibility of uncovering issues that can be addressed and benefit the participant. McLachlan (2015) reports that researchers should consider what they could do to help the participant/s in order to help mitigate the risk and make the participant prepared for the study to take place. The potential risks for researchers who are working with vulnerable individuals is making sure not to be in a compromising situation i.e. not being left alone with the child, having a disclosure of barring service check and making sure a risk assessment is completed and that it is on-going this should also take in to account their own physical safety when working outside of the original work place. 
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