
Marian Raducanu 
People across time  

Stonehenge Essay Plan 

Introduction 
Objective: To provide a brief overview of Stonehenge as a world-famous prehistoric site, explaining some of its cultural and historical background.
Key Points:
· Location: Salisbury Plain, Wiltshire, England.
· In short: A ring of standing stones, each roughly 13 feet high, set out in a circular plan.
· Historic background: Built 3000-2000 BC in the Neolithic and Bronze Age.
· Thesis statement: This essay will discuss the construction of the Stonehenge, the purpose for which it was built, and the impact of the Stonehenge on the lifestyle of the early Britons and the people of the modern period.
· Tone: Warm and conversational
Part 1: Building and Archaeological Evidence 
Purpose: This study describes the phases of its construction and the archaeological discoveries that have elucidated the development of Stonehenge.
Key Points:
· Phases of Construction:
· Phase 1 (about 3100 BC): Earthwork enclosure with a circular ditch and bank.
· Phase 2 (about 3000 BC): Insertion of the timber posts, perhaps for ritual.
· Phase 3 (c.2600–2000 BC): Sarsen stones and bluestones were erected to form the stone circle that visitors see today.
Materials:
· Sarsen stones: Locally obtained from Marlborough Downs.
· Bluestones: Transported from Preseli Hills, Wales, approximately 200 miles away.
Technological Insights:
· So, when evidence of masterful engineering, like mortise-and-tenon joinery.
· Implement tools: Flint tools, deer antler picks, and wooden sledges.
Archaeological Significance:
· Excavations uncovering the bones of humans, tools and animals indicating ritualistic activities and human settlement.
Sources: Reference works by archaeologists including Mike Parker Pearson and the Stonehenge Riverside Project.
Section 2: Purpose and Role 
Aim: Explore theories concerning the function of Stonehenge, weighing evidence from the archaeological record against imaginative speculation.
Key Points:
· Astronomical Observatory:
· With solstices (e.g. midsummer sunrise over the Heel Stone).
· Potential calendar for agricultural and ceremonial cycles.
· Ceremonial Site:
· Burial and cremation: evidence of a similarity to death and ancestor worship.
· Links to nearby Durrington Walls, indicating seasonal assemblies or feasts.
· Social and Political Role:
· Neolithic culture as unifying power's emblem.
· Cooperating in the movement of rocks, evidence of social structure.
· Counterarguments:
· Some theories, such as the healing site, lack supporting evidence but are widely popular.
Sources: Adapted from studies by English Heritage and scholarly theories of prehistoric religion.
Section 3: Cultural Importance and Contemporary Interpretation
Objective: To be able to discuss how Stonehenge has made an impression on the modern world and is a part of modern culture.
Key Points:
· Historical Legacy
· UNESCO World Heritage site (1986), noted for its outstanding universal value as a cultural site.
· Cultural and literary influence (i.e. myths and legends of Merlin and the druids).
· Modern Uses:
· Tourism: More than 1 million visitors each year; overseen by English Heritage.
· Myth and religion: Neopagan and druid solstice ceremonies.
Challenges:
Trade-offs between conservation and public access (e.g., concerns for adjacent road development).
Refer to UNESCO’s written reports and arts studies on the symbolism of Stonehenge.
Conclusion 
Objective: To review Stonehenge and consider its long-standing enigma.
Key Points:
· Recap: Stonehenge as a wonder of ancient engineering used for astrological, ceremonial and possibly social purposes.
· Focus on it as a cross-cultural item that connects the ancient and contemporary worlds.
· Final question: The mysteries of Stonehenge are far from solved, and continue to fire the imagination and inspire research, lest the monument become lost for future generations.
· Tone: Reflective, leaving readers in awe and pursuit for more.
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