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Why Homosexualism Is a Sin and Homosexuals Who Do Not Repent MUST Not Be 

Welcomed in Any Christian Church? 

 

I. Introduction 

Even though it's becoming more normal for Christian churches to embrace persons who 

identify as gay, this is still a contentious and divided topic. This problem stems from the 

controversy over the Bible's stance on homosexuality and touches on faith, morality, and cultural 

norms. This article will examine this moral problem from a Protestant point of view. In 

particular, it will investigate the reasons why homosexuals should not be welcomed into 

churches and will respond to any objections to this position. The paper will analyze the reasons 

for and against welcoming gays into the Church and discuss ways to improve communication 

and understanding among members. This thesis will argue that churches should exhibit love and 

acceptance to everybody while being loyal to what the Bible teaches and should not welcome 

homosexuals. 

II. Understanding the Ethical Dilemma 

How The Ethical Dilemma Come to Be 

Biblical teachings on homosexuality are the source of the moral ambiguity surrounding 

their acceptance in churches. Homosexual partnerships are condemned as wicked in the Old 

Testament (Leviticus 18:22) and the New Testament (Romans 1:26-27). Despite this, society and 

culture as a whole have grown increasingly tolerant of homosexuality throughout time. It wasn't 

until the 1970s that several Christian groups' statements of faith became more inclusive of gays 

(Kniess et al., 2023). Many of these congregations have chosen to ignore verses like Leviticus 

18:22, which provide clear biblical condemnation of homosexuality. Consequently, people were 

more tolerant of persons who identified as gay. 

The first Church open to lesbians, gays, bisexuals, and transgender people was 

established in San Francisco, California, in 1977 (Kniess et al., 2023). The United Church of 

Christ and the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) have approved same-sex marriage as official church 

policy, demonstrating the progressive position of mainstream Protestant denominations in the 

United States (Smith, 2022). Although they have not had a vote on the matter, some Protestant 

groups are becoming more tolerant of LGBTQ persons. Philosophical and theological reasons 

have also affected the ethical challenge of accepting homosexuality in churches. Particularly 

common in recent years are ideas that stress compassion, acceptance, and the value of loving 

everyone regardless of sexual orientation. Christians who take this viewpoint to Jesus' command 

to love our neighbours as ourselves as proof that the Bible may be read in a way that is more 

tolerant of homosexuality. 

The shifting cultural norms surrounding women and LGBTQ people have also influenced 

the moral problem of accepting gays in the Church. Homosexuals are more welcomed in 

churches as society adopts more liberal stances. More and more individuals are coming out as 

gay or lesbian in the United States, and same-sex marriage has been legalized in several states. 

Therefore, it's more important than ever for churches to accept people of all sexual orientations. 

The cultural and theological shifts have led to the moral problem of welcoming gays into 

churches (Neumann, 2019). The Bible has not changed, but social mores and theological 

discussions have, leading to a more tolerant view of homosexuality. Christian churches must stay 

true to the unchanging truth of the Bible and welcome only individuals who have repented of 
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their sin and turned away from homosexuality, even when certain Christian denominations have 

grown more tolerant of homosexuality. 

Acceptance Of Homosexuals in Christian Churches Within the Chosen Tradition 

One of the most divisive problems in contemporary Christianity is the moral conundrum 

of welcoming homosexuals into congregations of believers. The controversy surrounding the 

Bible's stance on homosexuality has helped to create this predicament. Even though 

homosexuality is explicitly condemned in Scripture (Leviticus 18:22, Romans 1:26-27), 

Christians can't seem to agree on whether or not those who identify as homosexuals should be 

accepted at worship services. The problem may be summed up as follows: are Christians of 

various denominations capable of tolerating homosexual partnerships and welcoming openly gay 

people into their congregations? From a biblical Christian viewpoint, the response is that 

homosexuals are not welcome in the Church. The Bible is consistent despite changes in culture 

and society. Because the Bible condemns homosexual partnerships, Christian churches should 

not welcome persons who identify as gay. 

The problem may be framed as an issue of morality: Should churches open their doors to 

persons who identify as gay while still upholding the teachings of the Bible? This is a 

particularly pressing challenge for Protestant churches, which are typically assumed to take a 

more scripturally grounded approach to matters of faith. Although many Protestant churches are 

opening their doors to homosexuals, they must be faithful to the Bible and welcome only those 

who have repented. Our desire to be friendly and caring towards all people conflicts with God's 

laws about sexual activity, and this is at the heart of the moral issue posed by churches' 

acceptance of homosexuals. We must be careful not to let our culture's shifting values cause us to 

abandon the unchanging truths of God's Word. Although we must take a clear stand against 

homosexuality, we must also maintain our conviction that every person is created in God's image 

and deserving of His grace and forgiveness.  

Arguments For and Against Accepting Homosexuals 

Many people see the dispute over whether or not gays should be allowed in churches as a 

moral or ethical dilemma. Others contend that the Bible makes it quite plain that homosexual 

relationships are evil, and thus churches should not accept anybody who identifies as gay. To 

them, condoning gay relationships amounts to sanctioning behaviour explicitly condemned in 

Scripture. Those who hold this perspective also point to the many passages in the Bible that 

celebrate the marriage of a man and a woman. They contend that the Bible's view of marriage is 

consistent and that same-sex partnerships can never be on par with heterosexual ones (Ndzi, 

2023). They see this as definitive proof that churches shouldn't promote gay unions.  

Conversely, many think churches should welcome LGBTQ+ members more openly. 

They say that Jesus' example of loving all people despite their faults proves that the Bible does 

not prohibit gay partnerships. Churches, they say, can better exhibit the love and compassion of 

Christ and that all people deserve God's love and mercy if they welcome individuals who 

identify as gay. Furthermore, proponents of this approach stress the need to recognize the distinct 

challenges that LGBTQ persons confront (Kniess et al., 2023). They claim that marginalized 

people are harmed by the spread of stigma and shame that results when people who identify as 

gay are excluded and rejected. Those who hold this attitude also stress the need of accepting and 

appreciating diversity and individuality. 

It's a nuanced discussion about whether or not gays should be allowed in churches. This 

discussion may be broken down into three distinct parts: ethical dilemmas, cultural norms, and 
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scriptural interpretation. It's a choice that has to be taken with care and compassion for one 

another. 

III. Ethical Framework of the Christian Tradition 

Core Ethical Principles and Beliefs of The Christian Tradition Regarding Human Sexuality 

and Marriage 

According to Christian belief, marriage is a holy union between one man and one woman, 

symbolizing the love between Christ and His Church (Ephesians 5:22-33). Having sexual contact 

with someone you are not married to is likewise a sin (Hebrews 13:4), as is being a homosexual 

(Leviticus 18:22, Romans 1:26-27). Christians believe that the institution of marriage is God's 

blueprint for how human sexuality should be expressed. This includes not engaging in gay 

partnerships or extramarital sex (Ndzi, 2023). In the eyes of Christians, marriage is a holy bond 

between a man and a woman and the ideal setting for mutual care, development, and friendship. 

On the other hand, Christians are commanded to show unconditional love to all people. In 

the same way that Jesus gave love and compassion to the social outcasts (Luke 15:1-3), this does 

not imply that they should condone immoral activity. The Bible provides the foundation for the 

Christian tradition's basic ethical precepts and beliefs about human sexuality and marriage. The 

Bible makes it very plain that homosexual relationships contradict God's intention for marriage 

and that sexual activity outside marriage is immoral. Christians, however, must show 

unconditional love and acceptance to all persons. 

The Biblical Interpretation Used to Support the Position on Homosexuality 

Several verses in the Bible speak out against homosexuality (Leviticus 18:22, Romans 

1:26-27). Some people say that these verses represent an absolute condemnation of homosexual 

relationships and that to welcome them into the Church would be to disobey God's Word. On the 

other hand, many claim that Jesus' example of loving all people despite their transgressions 

proves that the Bible does not forbid gay partnerships (Neumann, 2019). They say the Bible 

should be read in the context of love and compassion for all people and not as an unequivocal 

condemnation of homosexuality. According to the Bible's orthodox reading, homosexuality is a 

sin. Numerous biblical scriptures, like Hebrews 13:4, condemn sexual activity outside marriage 

as wicked, proving this point. They claim churches should not recognize or promote gay 

partnerships because same-sex unions can never be deemed equal or similar to heterosexual 

marriages. 

However, many advocate for a more liberal reading of the Bible. They argue that the 

Bible should not be read as an absolute condemnation of homosexuality by pointing to Jesus' 

example of embracing and accepting all people, regardless of their transgressions (Ndzi, 2023). 

Some academics have argued that churches should welcome and accept people who identify as 

gay by reinterpreting the Bible to make it more hospitable to such relationships. There is no 

unanimity on how the Bible should be interpreted regarding homosexuality. Churches, however, 

must be true to the Bible in their interpretation of this matter. They must ensure they are 

grounded on the eternal realities of God's Word, regardless of whether they choose a traditional 

or progressive approach to interpreting it. 

IV. Analysis of the Controversy 

The Historical and Cultural Context of Biblical Passages Related to Homosexuality 

To grasp the biblical stance on homosexuality, one must consider the verses in their 

original historical and cultural setting. Homosexuality was condemned in the ancient periods 

when the Bible was written because it was seen to disobey God's plan for marriage. Homosexual 
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partnerships were outlawed in the Old Testament, and the Apostle Paul strongly condemned 

homosexual practice in the New Testament (Romans 1:26-27). However, these passages were 

written in a society with different cultural norms and values than today, so it's vital to remember 

them. In this society, homosexuality was seen as a moral failing on par with adultery and 

adultery between people of different sexes was looked down upon.  

John 3:16 isn't the only place in the Bible where the message of love and acceptance for 

all individuals is emphasized; other verses are as significant. These verses may not speak directly 

to the problem of homosexuality, but they do stress the need to love everyone. There is a conflict 

between judgement and compassion throughout the Bible, and this is one illustration of it. The 

biblical viewpoint on homosexuality must be understood in light of the Bible's historical and 

cultural context. Homosexual partnerships are explicitly called out as going against God's plan 

for marriage and sexuality in several biblical scriptures. Yet other texts stress unconditional love 

and acceptance of everyone, no matter their beliefs or origins. 

Differing Interpretations Within the Same Christian Tradition on The Acceptance of 

Homosexuals in The Church 

Today's nuanced ethical stance on whether or not to welcome gays into Christian worship 

draws from a wide range of Christian traditions. The Southern Baptist Convention is one of the 

few remaining Protestant groups that adhere to the ancient concept that homosexual relationships 

are immoral and should not be accepted, despite the vast majority of Protestant denominations 

growing more tolerant of homosexuals. Those that welcome gays into their churches have an 

ethical reaction based on the principles of love and acceptance. They stress the significance of 

understanding the specific challenges LGBTQ individuals experience and suggest that 

discrimination against persons who identify as gay exacerbates the social stigma and shame that 

already plagues marginalized communities.  

Churches shouldn't welcome people who identify as gay because, they say, such 

relationships are immoral. But the ethical attitude of those who don't accept homosexuals in the 

Church stems from the notion that such relationships are immoral. In their view, churches must 

defend God's instructions, and any tolerance of gay partnerships amounts to tacit approval and 

endorsement of such relationships (Church of England, 1991). To what extent churches should 

welcome gays is an ethical question that divides Christians. Churches need to be reliable in their 

adherence to the Bible. This implies that individuals should not adjust their views to fit the 

shifting values of the culture at large but instead keep their feet firmly planted on the unchanging 

truths of the Bible. Christians must take a stand against homosexuality and affirm that all 

individuals are created in God's image and deserving of His love and kindness. 

Potential Tensions Between the Ethical Principles and The Call for Inclusivity and Love for 

All 

There is an inherent conflict between the teachings of the Bible and the universal 

mandate to welcome and love people of all sexual orientations and gender identities in the 

Church. On the one hand, the Bible is unequivocal in rejecting homosexuality, as seen by 

multiple verses (Leviticus 18:22, Romans 1:26-27). On the other hand, the Bible teaches that all 

individuals, regardless of their religion or ethnicity, are to be loved and accepted (John 3:16). 

This seeming contradiction may be resolved by keeping in mind that we are commanded to love 

our neighbours as ourselves (Matthew 5:44). To offer compassion and acceptance to persons 

who identify as gay, churches should not condone immorality. They may be faithful to the 

teachings of the Bible even as they embrace and welcome those who identify as gay. 
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Furthermore, it is critical to acknowledge the specific challenges that LGBTQ persons 

experience. Churches may express the love and compassion of Christ and prove that all people 

are worthy of God's love and mercy by being welcoming and tolerant of individuals who identify 

as gay. Churches must be both committed to the Bible's teachings and welcoming to individuals 

who identify as gay. This calls on churches to maintain love and judgement in tension while yet 

making an effort to love everyone. This allows churches to show Christ's compassion and 

forgiveness while holding on to the realities of God's Word that have stood the test of time. 

V. The Role of Repentance and Forgiveness 

The Concept of Repentance and Forgiveness Within the Christian Tradition 

Christian teaching places a premium on repentance and forgiveness. Repentance is a 

sincere statement of remorse for wrongdoing, and it goes hand in hand with the willingness to 

ask for and accept forgiveness. Many passages in the Bible emphasize the need for repentance 

and forgiveness (Luke 15:11-32). In Luke 15:1-3, Jesus teaches that we should love and forgive 

others no matter who they are or what they have done. 

Christian teaching holds that genuine repentance is necessary before mercy can be 

dispensed. This is because repentance necessitates abandoning bad practices and forming new, 

more beneficial habits. Sinners can access God's mercy and love by acknowledging their guilt 

and avoiding misdeeds.  

Christian teaching also stresses the need to offer forgiveness without attaching any 

conditions. As a result, Christians ought to be ready to forgive others, even if they have sinned 

against them (Matthew 6:14-15). This doesn't imply Christians should look the other way when 

others sin; it means they should be forgiving no matter what. 

How Repentance Is Viewed in The Context of Homosexuality 

In the context of homosexuality, repentance has a different meaning than in other areas of 

life. Repentance is a statement of grief and remorse for a wrong done, and it is intrinsically 

associated with forgiving that mistake. This suggests that a person must repent of their wicked 

actions before they may get forgiveness for their gay relationships. Repentance is seen 

differently by several branches of Christianity. They believe homosexuality is an insurmountable 

sin from which there is no potential redemption. To be forgiven and welcomed by the Church, 

they say, homosexuals must abandon their sexual orientation.  

However, it must be stressed that this viewpoint does not fairly represent the teachings of 

the Bible. Even while Jesus commands us to love everyone, regardless of their sin (John 3:16), 

the Bible clearly states that homosexual relationships are sinful (Leviticus 18:22, Romans 1:26-

27). Christian love and acceptance extend to everyone, even those who identify as gay. 

Repentance's function in the context of homosexuality is nuanced. God's compassion and mercy 

are unconditional, yet repentance is still necessary for forgiveness. Churches shouldn't exclude 

individuals who identify as gay and should instead work to offer love and acceptance to 

everyone. 

The Implications of Not Welcoming Homosexuals Who Do Not Repent 

Refusing to accept non-repentant gays into the Church has far-reaching and consequential 

consequences. This decision has the potential to further marginalize the already marginalized 

LGBTQ community by leading to their expulsion from churches. The climate of stigma and 

shame may harm those already having trouble with their identity or sexual orientation that this 

might foster (Kniess et al., 2023). Furthermore, people who are attempting to reconcile their 

homosexuality with their religion may experience emotions of shame and judgement if they use 
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this strategy. This is particularly harmful since it often results in greater estrangement from the 

Church and even the rejection of Christianity altogether. 

However, one must acknowledge that homosexual relationships are explicitly seen as 

immorality in the Bible (Leviticus 18:22, Romans 1:26-27). The ramifications of not allowing 

homosexuals who do not repent into churches may have profound effects on the people involved; 

hence, it is crucial that churches stay loyal to the teachings of Scripture and should not tolerate or 

condone homosexual activities. To be true to what the Bible teaches while still loving and 

accepting all individuals is a necessary goal for every Church. Churches can best preserve the 

Bible's principles and guarantee that all individuals feel Christ's love and acceptance if they do 

this. 

VI. Ethical Reasoning Against Acceptance 

Arguments Against Accepting Homosexuals in The Church 

Homosexuality is explicitly condemned as sinful in the Bible (Leviticus 18:22, Romans 

1:26-27). Because of the Bible's clear message against homosexuality, Christian churches should 

not welcome them. Furthermore, tolerance for homosexuals may be seen as approval of such 

conduct. In addition, the Bible teaches that no sin is worse than another in God's eyes (Romans 

3:23). This suggests that homosexuals shouldn't be given special treatment or welcomed only 

because of their orientation; rather, they should be treated the same as any other sinner. No 

Christian church should ever open its doors to a gay couple. 

It's also important to think about how the Bible views marriage. Christian teaching holds 

that marriage between a man and a woman is vital to the fabric of society (Genesis 2:22-24). To 

admit homosexuals into the Church is to indicate that heterosexual and gay marriages are 

equivalent, which is contrary to biblical teaching. In addition, Christians are commanded not to 

engage in immoral action (Hebrews 13:4) and to live a pure and upright life (Colossians 3:1-14). 

Therefore, Christians must condemn all forms of wicked activity, and those who persist in them 

despite Church warnings should be barred from membership. 

Arguments And Counterarguments 

Some may argue that the Bible is ambiguous and that a more liberal interpretation of its 

teachings might lead to tolerance for homosexuals. There are two ways to respond to this 

argument. The first is that homosexuality is explicitly called wicked in the Bible (Leviticus 

18:22, Romans 1:26-27). The great majority of Christian groups have stuck to this belief 

consistently. While there is certainly space for dispute, in the end, churches must remain true to 

the principles of the Bible. 

Second, even though homosexuality is not specifically condemned in the Bible, its 

greater context and principles must be considered. Since the major themes of the Bible are purity 

and righteousness, it stands to reason that Christians should forsake all immoral practices 

(Hebrews 13:4). Therefore, it is contrary to biblical teaching for a Christian church to condone 

homosexual partnerships. Christian churches should not support a practice clearly at odds with 

biblical teaching: welcoming homosexuals (Neumann, 2019). Homosexuality is condemned as a 

sin throughout the Bible, and any tolerance is contrary to God's will. Therefore, to be true to the 

principles of the Bible, churches should not welcome those who identify as gay.  
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VII. Balancing Inclusivity and Doctrinal Integrity 

 

Ways The Church Can Demonstrate Love and Compassion Toward Homosexuals While 

Upholding Doctrinal Integrity 

The Church should be a safe and welcoming place for persons of all sexual orientations. 

Even while the Church must stay true to the Scriptures, it must treat all individuals with love and 

acceptance. The Church may achieve this partly by avoiding single-issue sermons and addressing 

sin. Homosexual people are not "the other"; they are sinners just like everyone else and need love 

and respect just like everyone else. 

The Church must be clear and uncompromising on gay partnerships while demonstrating 

compassion and acceptance. To condone or support any homosexual practice is to go against 

God's instructions, and the Church must be clear and plain in its teachings on this topic. 

Furthermore, churches should provide a welcoming environment where LGBTQ people may find 

aid and community (Neumann, 2019). Churches should be safe spaces where individuals may 

come for support and healing without worrying about being labelled or judged. While faithful to 

the Bible's teachings, churches should strive to be a place of love and compassion for all people 

(Church of England, 1991). If the Church approaches this topic with compassion and love, it can 

be a safe space for people of all sexual orientations. 

Potential Steps for Fostering Dialogue and Understanding Within the Congregation 

Churches should promote frank discussions regarding this topic to promote discourse and 

understanding among congregation members. Offering discussion groups outside of services 

where people may come together to explore this problem and learn more about the biblical 

viewpoint is one way to facilitate this. The convictions and beliefs of others should be respected 

and treasured as much as one's own. Instead of encouraging an attitude of judgement and 

condemnation, churches should work to cultivate one of mutual respect and understanding. 

It is also crucial for churches to train their people to talk about this topic with humility 

and love. It is important to explain the biblical teaching on homosexuality properly and to train 

individuals to share this message in a manner that exemplifies the compassion and mercy of God. 

Churches should ensure their teachings and language welcome persons of all sexual orientations 

(Church of England, 1991). Churches should work to make their communities inclusive, 

accepting, and loving. Churches, if they want their congregations to understand and accept those 

who identify as gay, must promote open and honest discussion on the topic. Churches may show 

they cherish and respect persons of all sexual orientations by providing a safe and welcoming 

space.  

 

IX. Conclusion 

Welcoming gays into Christian churches contradicts Scripture. Homosexuality is a sin 

that the Church should not tolerate or condone since the Bible makes it plain that all sin is equal 

in God's eyes. Meanwhile, churches must be welcoming places for people of all faiths and walks 

of life. Therefore, churches should work to cultivate an attitude of love and acceptance toward 

everyone while being loyal to the principles of Scripture. Applying ethical reasoning to 

contemporary Christians' moral challenges is a priceless asset. It challenges us to consider the 

moral implications of our actions and urges us to act with compassion and fairness in mind. It's a 

great tool for expanding our capacity for compassion and empathy towards individuals whose 

worldviews and values vary from our own. Through moral deliberation, the Church may 
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guarantee that all people feel the love and acceptance of Christ and work to create a more just 

and peaceful world. 



Velina Georgieva 

 

 

 

9 

 

Bibliography 

Church of England. House of Bishops. Issues in Human Sexuality: A Statement by the House of 

Bishops. Church House Publishing, 1991: 1-50. 

Kniess, Dena R., Tony W. Cawthon, and Kristin M. Walker. "The lesbian, gay, bisexual, and 

transgender (LGBT) college student population has been referred to as an invisible 

minority (Sanlo, 1998). Its members constitute a significant student subpopulation 

meriting intentional efforts in education and support." Multiculturalism on Campus: 

Theory, Models, and Practices for Understanding Diversity and Creating Inclusion 

(2023). 

Ndzi, Leonard. "Homosexuality and God's Institution of Marriage: An African Evangelical 

Perspective." ShahidiHub International Journal of Theology & Religious Studies 3, no. 2 

(2023): 157-177. 

Neumann, David J. ""A Definitive but Unsatisfying Answer": The Evangelical Response to Gay 

Christians." Religion and American Culture 32, no. 1 (2022): 108-147. 

Smith, David Brandon. "Calling the Question: The Role of Ministries of Presence and Polity 

Principles in the Struggle for LGBTQIA+ Inclusion, Ordination, and Marriage in the 

Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) and Its Predecessor Denominations." Religions 13, no. 11 

(2022): 1119. 

 


