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Thank you for attending this child protection conference. My name is Hari Jones, and I will be chairing the meeting, my role is a family social worker. We are here today to discuss the safeguarding concerns of Leo and Jess. that have been raised throughout different settings, where the children have had access to. The Mother of Leo and Jess has been issued with the relevant documents regarding this conference, and she was also informed of today’s date, however she has declined the invitation to attend. 
Under section 28 of the Children Act 2004 (Welsh Government, 2021), it requires an obligation for local authorities, local health boards and local police forces to safeguard and promote the welfare of children. I have received a referral from the Single Point of Contact Team (SPOC) within the local authority, to investigate concerns raised amongst professionals currently supporting the family.
Under Section 21 of the Social Services and Well-Being Wales Act 2014 (NSPCC, 2024), the local authority has a statutory duty to assess the needs of a child if they appear to need additional support, however if a child or children appears to be suffering or at risk, which has now been the case for Leo and Jess, I now have a duty of care as the appointed social worker, under Section 47 of the Children Act 1989, to investigate (UK Government, no date).
During my initial assessment of a recent home visit Parent (mother), Leo and Jess were present. I asked the parent if she had support from extended family members, but she failed to answer. Observations were made during the home visit where dirty nappies left on kitchen work surfaces, living room floor and dining table, dirty clothing on the living room floor and plates containing leftover food were observed on floor of living room and cluttered on kitchen work surfaces. This was a mid-morning, mid-week visit, both mother and children were dressed in pyjamas with the living room curtains closed.  It appears the mother is struggling to maintain appropriate and acceptable home conditions which is posing risks to the health of herself and the children. After liaising with PC Thomas, it was made known to social services that the mother’s new partner, is known to the police within the local area and that there was a recent phone call to the police regarding a disturbance at the property. PC Thomas will discuss the information she has compiled. As professionals we need to remember, poor home conditions will impact negatively on the mother and the children’s health and emotional wellbeing. Under Article 24 of United Nations Convention Rights of the Child (UNCRC), it states every child should be as healthy as possible, including the environment in which they live, (Children’s Commissioner for Wales, 2025). 
There is no evidence to suggest mother has a supportive family network around her as mother has failed to share information on extended family members.  Mental health concerns will need to be taken into consideration when assessing the needs of this family, which comes under the Mental Health Wales Measure 2010 (NHS Wales Shared Services Partnership, no date).
I asked Mother when her last health visitor appointment was, Mother could not remember when she saw her health visitor last. Knowing that Jess is under a year old, the health visitor would have attended the home to complete a 9–12-month-old developmental review (NHS, 2020). I was aware that the children lived in a Flying Start area, I asked Mother if she was still in contact with the Flying Start Health team, as they are able to provide support from, caring for a new baby, sleep routines, ensuring the home is safe for babies and toddlers as well as baby groups (Bridgend County Borough Council, 2025), but Mother failed to answer my question. 
After the Child Protection Conference has finished the decision moving forward, of what is in the best interest of both children, which adheres to article 3 from the UNCRC (Welsh Government, 2022). Working together to safeguard Children (UK Government, 2025), it reinforces multi-agency working across the whole sector, to help support and keep safe children and their families, the guidelines also set out considerations and actions for better-quality child protection practice and better outcomes for children.  The children’s mother will then be informed of the outcome. I will now pass on to the other professionals in attendance at this conference, and their information can be shared, thank you. 
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