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Today, my presentation will be about the history of Marvel.
Marvel Entertainment
Marvel Entertainment is the umbrella term for Marvel as a whole which encompasses Marvel Comics and Marvel Studios. Marvel Entertainment is a wholly owned subsidiary of the Walt Disney Company and is one of the most prominent character-based entertainment companies. It licenses and commercialises its characters, comic publications, and film production and distribution along with its subsidiaries.
Backstory
It was founded in June 1998 and was formed as a result of the merger between Marvel Entertainment Group and Toy Biz, a Canadian-American toy company. On December 31st 2009, The Walt Disney Company purchased Marvel Entertainment for $4 billion, equivalent to £3.1 billion.
Marvel Comics
Marvel Comics was the beginning of Marvel and later became a subsidiary of Marvel Entertainment. 
Backstory
Marvel Comics became property of the Walt Disney Company in 2009 and became a subsidiary of Disney Publishing Worldwide in March 2023. Timely Comics, the precursor to Marvel Comics, was founded in 1939 by Martin Goodman. Timely Comics was renamed to Atlas Comics in the 1950s and then became Marvel Comics in 1963. Marvel Comic writers include Stan Lee, Jack Kirby, and Steve Ditko. Illustrators of the comics include the aforementioned Jack Kirby and Steve Ditko. Stan Lee, Jack Kirby, and Steve Ditko were the most well-known contributors to Marvel Comics for their writings, illustrations, and creations of Marvel comic superheroes.
Best Sellers
Top 5 best sellers:
· 5) Spider-Man #26 Which featured a 30th anniversary holographic cover – Sold over 1.7 million copies (1992)
· 4) Spider-Man 2099 #1 – Sold over 1.7 million copies (1992)
· 3) Venom: Lethal Protector #1 – Sold over 1.7 million copies (1992)
· 2) X-Force #1 – Held the record for 2 months with sales – Sold over 5 million copies (1991)
· 1) X-Men #1 – Sold 8,186,500 copies (1991)
Rarest
Top 5 rarest Marvel comics:
· 5) The Incredible Hulk #1 - $750,000/£589,245
· 4) The Amazing Spider-Man #1 - $775,923/£609,611 approx.
· 3) Amazing Fantasy #15 – Upwards of $1 million/£785,660
· 2) Marvel Comics #1 - $1.26 million - $2 million/ £991,355 - £1.57 million approx.
· 1) Captain America Comics #1 - $2 million/ £1.57 million approx.
Marvel Studios
Marvel Studios is a subsidiary of Marvel Entertainment that encompasses the Marvel films and tv shows including the Marvel Cinematic Universe. Marvel Studios Spotlight is a by-product of Marvel Studios to showcase individual projects (First one was Echo (Jan 10 2024)).
Backstory
Marvel Studios was founded on the 7th of December 1993 by Marvel Entertainment and Avi Arad, the CEO of Toy Biz and later the CEO of Marvel Studios. Kevin Feige is the current president of Marvel Studios and has been since 2007.
MCU
The Marvel Cinematic Universe is a collection of Marvel superhero films and tv shows that are interlinked. The MCU belongs to Marvel Studios and began in 2008 with Iron Man and is still ongoing with 33 films and 23 tv shows to date as well as some one-shots and one-off specials. 
https://www.digitalspy.com/movies/a825774/marvel-cinematic-universe-in-chronological-order/  
Hulk
The Hulk and variations thereof, which have been present in film (like Hulk 2003), were originally owned by Universal Studios and their distribution rights enabled the presence of the Hulk in the MCU. However, on June 16th 2023, the distribution rights to The Incredible Hulk and the lead character reverted to Marvel Studios and Disney from Universal. 
Spider-Verse
The Spider-Verse consists of numerous variations of Spider-Man. Spider-Man and versions thereof are owned by Sony and they possess the license to make Spider-Man films however, in 2015, Sony Pictures and Marvel Studios made a deal in which Spider-Man was allowed to appear in MCU team-up films while Sony was able to have MCU characters present in their Marvel films. An example of this is Tom Holland’s portrayal of Spider-Man in the MCU. The Spider-Verse began in film in 2002 with Tobey Maguire’s portrayal of the titular character.
X-Men
The X-Men universe covers the marvel universe that includes mutants and the X-Men. The X-Men universe in film began in 2000. Fox initially owned X-Men until 2019 in which the MCU, owned by Disney, and X-Men came under the same umbrella as a result of Disney acquiring the rights to X-Men which enabled mutants to be included within the MCU.
Most Popular and Best Sellers
Films:
· Most Popular – Spider-Man: No Way Home – 98% Audience Score
· Best Selling – Avengers: Endgame (2019) - $2,797,800,564
TV Shows:
· As of June 2023, Loki was the most popular Marvel show on Disney+ with approximately 2.5 million households watching the series premiere within its first five days.
