Students are required to complete a 4000 word submission in the form of four 1000-word essays (4 x 1000 words, +/- 10% per essay). You must submit the assignment in a Word document titled with your name and student number. Do not submit your assignment on this document, as it will result in a high similarity score. All of your answers must be based academic research, not personal experience. Choose four titles from the list below: 

Essay one: 
Research conducted on behalf of HMICFRS found that if people do not believe that the police treat the public fairly and with respect, they are significantly less likely to report crime either as a victim or a witness (BMG Research, 2018). How effective are measures in place to ensure that officers act with integrity and treat the public fairly and with respect? Your answer must be based on academic research rather than personal experience. 
Word limit: 1000 words. 

Essay two: 
Choose one of the following questions: 
• Response policing – Assess the extent of response officers’ role in dealing with critical and major incidents. 
• Community policing – Why is partnership the most effective strategy for improving community engagement? 
• Information and intelligence – How effective are current methods used to communicate information and intelligence (within individual police forces and more widely), and how might they be improved? Your answer must be based on academic research. 
Word limit: 1000 words. 

This essay will assess the extent of a response officers’ role in dealing with critical and major incidents. Critical and major incident will be defined through research and evidence of past major incidents that police forces have dealt with and what procedures are in place to deal with these incidents. Alongside the definitions, the essay with outline models that are in place to reduce the threat, risk and harm to members of the public. These include the ten-second triage, JESIP (Joint Emergency service interoperability programme) and models such as the Joint Decision Model (WRITE ABOUT THIS OR TAKE OUT).

JESIP (2022) state that a major incident is declared when is when an event or situation with a range of complications, and a range of serious consequences that require an extensive response from one or more of the emergency service teams that can make implement special arrangements. A major incident is also when normal response from policing is below the requirement to protect life and limb and that is likely to cause serious harm, damage, disruption, or risk to human life and welfare of the public that will include essential services, the environment and national security (REFERENCE THIS). Response officers are often the ones arriving first on scene and it is paramount that they are trained to the high standard to ensure that they can deal and identify the risk posed to members of the public. Additional, to this college of policing (2018) stated it’s essential that major incidents are identified and declared as soon as possible to take control and assess the immediate threat, risk, harm, and vulnerability of victims. 

ARE POLICING OFFICERS ALWAYS THE BEST SERVICES TO ATTEND? 
WHY / WHY NOT 

It will often be the role of a response police officer to deal with maintaining and upholding a good relationship with victims and the community Microsoft Word - CIM2ed.v1.17_04.07.11.doc (college.police.uk). Whilst, some officers might be specially trained Family Liaison Officers (FLO), they will not always be present initially and therefore, that responsibility will lie with a response officer. The benefit of maintaining a positive relationship with victims and the community is that you can understand their needs and offer the most appropriate support. Being able to communicate, openly and honestly with the community will also assist the police and other emergency services when they need action to be taken, or directions to be followed. When communicating with those involved in major incident, police officers must be aware of the impact they can have on individuals and their families Microsoft Word - CIM2ed.v1.17_04.07.11.doc (college.police.uk). 

National Policing Improvement Agency (NPIA) (2011) states that if smaller critical incidents are not identified quickly and dealt with precipitately then incidents can turn into major and larger scale critical incidents. This not being considered can have a knock-on effect on the reassurance towards members of the public and could impact public confidence if policing response is not to the high quality that is required from a professional setting. Expanding on the definition of a critical incident, it is impossible to provide forces with safe tools or risk models for identifying such incident which may escalate or has already done so. All incidents could escalate or has the likelihood to escalate into a critical incident, this includes both crime and non-crime incidents or operations. The quality of policing response can be undermined by a whole multiplicity of issues such as poor-quality assurance processes, poor victim care and poor community engagement. The impact that incidents such as critical incidents will have on victims, families and community is very unpredictable and this is irrespective of the policing response times. Furthermore, the last point is subjective however the greater the impact has on the public is more likely to effected based on how closely affected by it. The greater their expectations will be for the police to be carrying out their role and reassuring the public during crisis. 
REFERENCES ARE NEEDED HERE 
MAYBE Microsoft Word - CIM2ed.v1.17_04.07.11.doc (college.police.uk)



Police officers’ roles during critical incidents is to reassure members of the public and to enhance safety. Police officers play a crucial role in public safety delivering first on scene first-aid and triage to walking wounded and injured parties before other emergency services arrive on scene. However, the police force came under scrutiny after the Manchester Arena attack that left Manchester in despair on the 22nd of May 2017 (REFERENCE THIS). The initial police report fell short of the level of response time that should have been considered when dealing with such a vast ordeal of an incident (Manchester arena inquiry, 2022). Such as this was such a shock to offices’ that they were unprepared for such an attack to the point that there was a lack in armed officer that evening guarding the area preventing or acting as a deterrent towards incoming threats towards members of the public. Manchester police force came under fire for the failing to adhere to training and the resources that they had on the ground to deal with such an attack on the city. The report states that it is important to reevaluate the mistakes and the wrong doings to put models and reports together such as the ‘Ten-second triage’ in place to prevent further scrutiny and human errors being made in circumstances such as these. REFERENCE THIS
BRIEFLY, WHAT IS THE POLICIES ROLE IN TEN-SECOND TRIAGE? 

In conclusion, it is apparent that the role of a police officers in a major incident is vast; and there are a wide range of skills which they must hold to deal with them effectively. In doing so, these skills can work alongside other services with their specialist skills to provide the communities with a service that fulfils them with confidence and allows them to feel safe. The ability to evaluate incident, such as the Manchester Attack in 2017 has allowed services to come together and better their response tactics and skills that are needed to ensure they can serve members of the public in the most organised and effective way. 
(Word count: 1004)

TAKE OUT?? College of policing (2021) has identified that there should be processes put in place to manage issues that may affect the quality of the police response before they affect public confidence. During major incidents whereby there is large number of the public involved attention to detail should be paid to the needs of the victim, their family and the community to endorse public confidence from the police response times in the future. In addition to this media and communication strategies should be based on the openness and transparency thus keeping in mind the needs of the investigation or operation that is to be dealt with. 



Essay three:
How effective are cognitive interviews as a means of obtaining initial accounts from victims and witnesses? Your answer must be based on academic research. 
Word limit: 1000 words. 

According to the college of policing (reference), taking initial accounts using the method of cognitive interviews will improve the investigation of volume and priority. This essay will look at the effectiveness of using cognitive interviews when obtaining initial accounts from witnesses and victims. This will be achieved by defining and understanding what cognitive interview area, before looking to the benefits of obtaining accounts in this way, and the effect that it had on investigations. It will all consider other methods of obtaining initial accounts and their effectiveness in comparison to an initial account.
The college of policing (reference) states that a cognitive interview is a formal interview provides that is generally used with victims and witnesses to obtain an account of the incident that has been reported.
The cognitive interview was created by Fisher and Gieselman in 1992, the cognitive interview is a memory retrieval technique which aims to bring out more accurate information from eyewitnesses (reference). 
Gieselman and Fisher (2014) stated that is a systematic technique with the goal of achieving as much relevant and accurate information as possible whilst reducing the risk of inaccurate recall as it uses different retrieval techniques to prompt them remembering the incident in as much detail as possible. It is particularly used amongst vulnerable witnesses, as it is one of the special measures used during interviews as it is park of the Youth Justice and Criminal Evidence Act 1999 in Achieving Best Evidence. It allows the vulnerable witness to recall more facts and more accurate facts when being questioned (reference).

An enhanced cognitive interview consists of ten stages; explain the aims of the interview, rapport building, report everything, never guess, uninterrupted free recall, encourage concentration, mental reinstatement of context, witness compatible questioning, change temporal order and change perspective (reference).

There are four specific different retrieval techniques used to prompt the interviewee to remember more details about and event. The CI typically uses four memory retrieval cues (or mnemonics), followed by a number of supplementary techniques. These ‘mnemonics’ are:
1. Mental reinstatement of Context (MRC): the interviewer encourages the witness to imagine both the environment and personal context surrounding the event.
2. Report everything instruction (RE): the interviewer emphasises to the witness that no details is unimportant and to report everything they remember, regardless of whether they think is is important. 
3. Change order (CO): the witness is asked to recall the narrative in a different order, start from a different point, or recall in reverse.
4. Change perspective (CP): the witness is asked to recall the event from a different perspective, for example that of another witness. 

The college of policing (reference) stated that the use of cognitive interviews in comparison to standard interviews, is likely to increase the accuracy and amount of information that can be recalled.
In addition to this due to the way mental reinstatement of context is used alongside free recall, research shows that by (reference) states that using a combination of specific techniques will allow for a fuller and more accurate account to be taken. This contrasts with standard victim and witness interviews because Milne and Bull (2006) state that standard interviews ‘tend to involve poor question strategies and are not conductive to maximum retrieval’. 
A limitation of using cognitive interviews is that they can be lengthy processes, and often very formal; therefore, might not be the most suitable method in every incident where an initial account is required (reference).
(Word Count: 572)


Essay four: 
Examine the various socio-economic and psychological characteristics which can make people vulnerable to exploitation by criminal gangs. Your answer must be based on academic research rather than personal experience. 
Word limit: 1000 words. 



Essay five: 
Critically assess the effectiveness of options available to reduce re-offending. You may choose a specific type of offence for this answer e.g. domestic violence, anti-social behaviour, knife crime. Your answer must be based on academic research, but you may make reference to relevant case studies. 

Word limit: 1000 words.

Anti-Social Behaviour (ASB) is often described as ‘low-level crime’, home office (2023) and whilst not always seen as the most serious crimes, ASB is often gateway into getting into more serious crimes, and puts those at greater risk of re-offending if not dealt with effectively by provisions and services suited to the individual and their needs. Northamptonshire police (2023) stated that individual behaviours are often associated with ASB are described as being persistent and unreasonable including intimidating or threatening behaviours. This may also include loud music, car cruising, the selling or using of drugs, violence and criminal damage. These behaviours can affect the quality of life of those experiencing such behaviours. In circumstances where we conclude that the situation is not ASB we will seek to providing advice and guidance to all parties to prevent the situation from escalating. A problem-solving approach involving key partners will be applied to try and improve the situation with regular reviews to monitor the progress of any agreed interventions. Hopefully a combination of advice and warnings, along with voluntary agreements can prevent the situation from escalating. 
This essay is going to critically assess the options available to those involved in ASB and how effective these strategies are in preventing offenders in re-offending. This will also evaluate the effective of the crime prevention theories and strategies which are currently being used as method of combating Anti-Social Behaviour in certain areas. The strategies used are as follows, civil injunctions, criminal behaviour orders, dispersal powers that are set on a designated area to tackle the crowds from engaging in ASB crime. There are other strategies such as community protection notices that are served on re-offending individuals and public spaces protection orders, college of policing (2024). 

Anti-Social Behaviour is a complex area to define and encompass the effect it has on offenders. The Anti-Social Behaviour, Crime and Policing Act (2014) defines ASB as whereby a person is acting within a course of conduct to cause or is likely to cause harassment, alarm or distress to any person. It also states that this can be a conduct whereby persons are causing nuisance or annoyance in relation to that person culture, residential premises or their occupation. They also state that the majority of this course of conduct is causing housing related issues in or around housing estate. 

Anti-social behaviour is a very concerning factor for a high percentage of people based on demographic areas and the more deprived arears that people live. Anti-social behaviour is an issue due to the knock on effect it has on people especially those living in deprived areas with young families because that’s all that they can afford and also those who are suffering with physical or mental health issues, Physical health issues can sometimes be a factor due to housing issues sometimes housing associations struggle to find areas that are nice for those who need housing support and therefore there is a higher number of elderly people living in more deprived areas and on a lot of occasions this is not through choice of theirs.
Home office (2023) states that his study helped to quantify the individual impacts of ASB. Emotional impacts were found among nearly all participants, with annoyance from 56% and anger for 42% of people being the most widespread impacts across ASB types. Fear, loss of confidence, difficulty sleeping and anxiety were also common emotional impacts. While they were less commonly experienced (each by around a quarter of participants), they were described as more severe and longer lasting. Many individuals also reported behavioural impacts because of ASB, with avoidance behaviours being the most regularly referenced. 
Ministy of Justice (2013) states that there is factors in place in order to act as a deterrent towards reoffending and therefore there are cracks in what is already in place due to contributing factors such as drugs, alcohol and peer pressure moving forward. A series of individual or social factors are understood to be associated with an increased risk of reoffending and these are routinely assessed as part of offender management practice. These factors or ‘criminogenic needs’ can be particularly associated with certain types of crime. For example, heroin and crack use is particularly associated with some types of acquisitive offending such as shoplifting, and binge drinking of alcohol is particularly associated with violence. These factors can be divided into those that are static and those that are dynamic. Static factors, such as criminal history, age and gender, cannot be altered and can be among the strongest predictors of reoffending.
National offender Management Service (2015) stated that Professor James McGuire created this Rapid Evidence Assessment (REA) examined ‘what works’ in reducing the reoffending of young adult offenders, defined here as those aged between 18 and 25 years. Ten relevant and sufficiently rigorous studies were identified. The quality and robustness of these studies varied, and the interventions they tested ranged from Restorative Justice (RJ) schemes to re-entry systems and structured offence-focused programmes. In six out of ten studies of interventions with this age group there are beneficial effects observed for the impact of a variety of methods. The positive effects noted are as follows: The strongest, most robust evidence of sizeable reductions in recidivism comes from two studies of structured parole re-entry systems. There is promising evidence of reductions in criminal recidivism of several types following prison based offending behaviour programmes and from a structured high-intensity detention regime, although these studies lack robustness of design. There is some evidence from a rigorous study that following victim–offender conferences, applying an RJ model, there are reductions in reoffending, at least when focused on property crimes.
· Talk more in depth regarding the two strategies that are pin-pointed
Conclusion:
(Word Count: 938)
If reoffending is not the only outcome, what are the alternatives? (justiceinspectorates.gov.uk) – 
Look at section 2.2 – strategies used 
Section 2.3 - Limitations 
A Smarter Approach to Sentencing (publishing.service.gov.uk) – Government approach to sentencing (reducing re-offending on page 16) 
UK: The Effectiveness of Sentencing Options – A review of key research findings | Irish Penal Reform Trust (iprt.ie) - Short-term imprisonment can be even more counter-productive as the first few weeks of imprisonment are chaotic and short sentences don’t allow for enough rehabilitation and can cause huge disruption in offenders’ lives.
The highest re-offending rates for those who had been imprisoned was seen with those who had served the shortest sentences, with 66% re-offending. (Apr, 2017 - Mar, 2018)
Offenders who had served a custodial sentence had a higher re-offending rate (48%) than those who served community orders (33%) or suspended sentence orders (30%). There was an even bigger difference in re-offending rates in cases of short-term custodial sentences/short-term community orders and SSOs.
Prisoners who frequently entered prison on short-term sentences were interviewed and did not view their time in prison as rehabilitative, but instead an inevitability and continuation of problems they faced in the community (often worsened by imprisonment).
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