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Case Study: Global context of Muslims within Pakistan.
Introduction
For this case study, I have decided to look into the historical and religious context of Pakistan, while also focussing on the Islamic influences within Pakistan. With this, I will be focussing largely on the demographic information about Pakistan, with the inclusion of maps and graphs to further analyse Pakistan in its modern understandings. I have decided to focus on Pakistan as a Muslim majority country in South Asia for this case study as there are many changes to when Pakistan was created in 1947 to what the country is today. While the historical aspect of Pakistan; from the pre-partition of India, during and modern day, are all very significant in the way that the country is today but also looking closely at the religious impact and diversity to further analyse Pakistan in its modern-day state. While looking at religion in any area of the world, there will be a diversity of beliefs and practices for any religion, which in this case study, I will be focussing on the Muslim diversity within Pakistan also.
Demographic Information
	Fig 1

[image: ][image: ]The Muslim population in South Asia is one of the largest populations of Muslims in the world. Further explained by Saeed Khan is that “out of a world population of approximately 1.6 billion Muslims, nearly half a billion live in one of the four nations that comprise the region: Sri Lanka, Pakistan, Bangladesh and India.”[footnoteRef:1] With this, the Muslim population map, on the left, shows clearly the population of Muslims in the world and I have also chosen Pakistan specifically as the main focus of this case study. As stated, there is clearly 167, 410,00 Muslims in Pakistan in 2010. With this, the percentage of Muslims compared to the country population is 96.4%, which greatly shows that there is a large population of Muslims in Pakistan since 2010. To further illustrate on the understanding of Khan’s comment previously on the world population of Muslims, the Pew Research Center has completed a world religion graph, on the right. This is to show the amount of Muslims in the world with a breakdown of this shown per continent. As shown, the largest Muslim distribution is in the Asia-Pacific region.                                                                                                [1:  Saeed Khan, edited by. Laith Saud, Scott W Hibbard and Aminah Beverly McCloud, An Introduction To Islam In The 21. Century (Malden: Wiley-Blackwell, 2013).p.203.] 

This clearly illustrates that the Muslim population as a whole has over 58% of Muslims in the Asia-Pacific region alone, just over half of the worlds Muslims, which further challenges the stereotypical understanding that the majority of the worlds Muslim population would have been under the Middle East and North Africa region.Fig 2

With this also can be mentioned the population changes within Pakistan and how these changes have come since the creation of Pakistan. As clearly illustrated in this chart, Fig 3, with the information gathered from Worldometers online, the population of Pakistan since 1950 has increased greatly. With this, there is even a population forecast that predicts the population of the future based of current and past trends in population increase or decrease. This further shows that with Pakistan, the population, as shown in Fig 3, will continue to increase even by 2030. The population has been increasing greatly since the 1950’s with a population forecast further stating that the increase will go up to “306,940,443 by 2050”[footnoteRef:2], based off the trends from the 1950’s to present day. By using these charts, we can clearly analyse the changes within different countries of population sizes, specifically for this case study, the changes within Pakistan from the past even to the estimated future population increase.
 [2:  "Pakistan Population (2019) - Worldometers", Worldometers.Info, 2017 http://www.worldometers.info/world-population/pakistan-population/ [Accessed 30 January 2019].] 
Fig 3

Historical context
Fig 4

[image: ]As mentioned in the Pakistan Review of 2018, it discusses the British rule over India which subsequently lead to the creation of the state of Pakistan some time later. It mentions that “by the 1830’s almost all of the area was under British rule,”[footnoteRef:3] which shows that there were tensions from the British rule over India beginning by this point. Khan further notes that “Islam has maintained a presence in the Indian subcontinent since the earliest days, when the faith formed in the Arabian Peninsular.”[footnoteRef:4] The map of India to the left dates before the partition of India during British rule, which it is very clear that a majority of the country was under British control before 1947.  [3:  CountryWatch Incorporated, Pakistan Country Review 2018 (CountryWatch, 2018).p.12.]  [4:  Saeed Khan, edited by. Laith Saud, Scott W Hibbard and Aminah Beverly McCloud, An Introduction To Islam In The 21. Century (Malden: Wiley-Blackwell, 2013).p.204.] 

[image: ]During this time however, two key figures emerged as Muslims in the South Asia region played a massive role in the independence movement in India. As mentioned in the Pakistan Review; the “British, realizing the difficulties of holding on to the Indian sub-continent, tried to divide the independence movement,”[footnoteRef:5] which further shows that the British needed to gain control of the independence group within India in order to keep their rule. With this, influential figures such as Muhammad Ali Jinnah and Abul Kalam Azad were crucial in the fight for independence. With this, as mentioned also in the Pakistan Country Review, after India gained independence from British rule, “Pakistan was originally in two parts- the East Wing and the Left Wing.”[footnoteRef:6] This can be seen in the map to the right, where it can also be seen the movement of religious groups from India/ into India which caused a lot of problems. To note further is the violence that occurred because of the partition of India. It led to “the death of up to a million people and the displacement of millions more, ranks among the worst human tragedies of the twentieth century.”[footnoteRef:7] With this, it further shows how the partition of India, which was anticipated for years previously, was a very difficult process once it happened. With this, Jinnah further called for a national homeland for Muslims, which as written in the Pakistan journal, that “Pakistan is the first of only two modern states to be created in the name of religion,”[footnoteRef:8] further showing that the ideas of Jinnah were very important for the future of Pakistan. To note further is the conflict between East and West Pakistan which, after a time, “East Pakistan seceded to become Bangladesh in 1971.”[footnoteRef:9] Since then, as can be seen in Fig 4, it further shows the ways that India was separated during the partition, which ultimately lead to the creation of Pakistan and Bangladesh.  [5:  CountryWatch Incorporated, Pakistan Country Review 2018 (CountryWatch, 2018).p.12.]  [6:  CountryWatch Incorporated, Pakistan Country Review 2018 (CountryWatch, 2018).p.6.]  [7:  Mytheli Sreenivas, "December 2017: India-Pakistan Partition | Origins: Current Events In Historical Perspective", Origins.Osu.Edu, 2019 http://origins.osu.edu/milestones/december-2017-india-pakistan-partition   [Accessed 26 January 2019].]  [8:  Tahir Kamran, "Pakistan: A Failed State?", History Today Ltd, 67.9 (2017).p.26.]  [9:  Tahir Kamran, “Pakistan: a Failed State?”, History Today Ltd, 67.9 (2017).p.30.] 
Fig 5

Religion in Pakistan
Religion is very diverse within Pakistan, with this it includes both religious diversity and even diversity of beliefs within Islam. Tahir Kamran further notes how Jinnah mentioned that he “clearly defined the role of religion in a modern nation state, where freedom of religious practice was the undisputed right of every citizen.”[footnoteRef:10]  With this, it is clear that Jinnah wanted a religious state for Muslims but also that religious diversity was accepted within Pakistan from its creation. As mentioned on the Pew Research Center website, a study was completed to show the religious diversity within each country in 2010. [10:  Tahir Kamran, "Pakistan: A Failed State?", History Today Ltd, 67.9 (2017).p.26.] 

[image: ]                                                                                                                                                                                    In this breakdown of religions within different countries of the world, it can clearly be seen the breakdown within Pakistan as being a Muslim majority country. The number of Muslims compared with the second highest in this grid is Hindus in Pakistan. This did not surprise me as this number may be due to the partition of India in 1947, with the high number of Hindu’s staying in the newly formed Pakistan rather than joining India. Many decided not to leave Pakistan therefore the population of Hindu’s within Pakistan can be seen as the second highest religion in the country. Even looking at the number of Christians in Pakistan, this greatly shows that this is one of the largest religious minority groups, further highlighting the impact of the pre-partition of India under British rule.Fig 6

Political leaders and the State in Pakistan
The population of Pakistan is very diverse, with the majority, as explained previously, being Muslim since the creation of Pakistan as an Islamic homeland. With this, the religious authority of the state becomes a major aspect in the lives of those living in Pakistan as their lifestyle becomes largely Islamic. Many people influenced the way that the state of Pakistan is governed during its short time as a state, however I will be mentioning some key figures such as Zulfikar Ali Bhutto (1928-1979), Abul Ala Mawdudi (1903-1979), General Muhammad Zia- ul- Huq (1924-88) and, the current president of Pakistan; Imran Khan (1952-). With the state being a Sunni prioritised religious government, this can cause “rivalry between Shias and Sunnis--and even among different Sunni groups.”[footnoteRef:11] This further highlights the challenges between religion and state within Pakistan, which causes divide not only between the government and the people but also between Islam itself with contradicting ideologies. [11:  Jayshree Bajoria, "Islam And Politics In Pakistan", Council On Foreign Relations, 2011 https://www.cfr.org/backgrounder/islam-and-politics-pakistan [Accessed 28 January 2019].] 

With Ali Bhutto, he promoted greatly in his elections the need for Islamic values and practices in Pakistan to be given a greater role in Pakistani society. His role, under his leadership of the Pakistani People’s Party (PPP) influenced many of his followers. Similar to the Jamaat- e- Islami Party, the understanding that Ali Bhutto “declares Pakistan as an Islamic State.”[footnoteRef:12] This influenced the understanding of Pakistan by its residents to be an Islamic homeland, as shown previously, with also the majority of the population being Muslim. Mawdudi is the founder of the Jamaat- e- Islami political party which was founded in 1941 and Khan notes that the “Jamaat’s initial objective was to form an Islamic state.”[footnoteRef:13]  The main focus of this group, as previously stated, further began the ‘Islamization’ of the legal system within Pakistan. His ideas influenced the following leaders after him.  [12:  Tahir Kamran, "Pakistan: A Failed State?", History Today Ltd, 67.9 (2017).p.30.]  [13:  Saeed Khan, edited by. Laith Saud, Scott W Hibbard and Aminah Beverly McCloud, An Introduction To Islam In The 21. Century (Malden: Wiley-Blackwell, 2013).p.212.] 

Under Zia, as mentioned in the article on politics in Pakistan, he undertook a process of ‘Islamization’ similar to the approach taken by Ali Bhutto. This further introduced “new Islamic laws, setting up a federal Shari’a court, making Islamic education compulsory in schools, and promoting religious schools or madrassas.”[footnoteRef:14] This further influenced through to the leadership ideologies of others as the understanding of an Islamic state, with the compliance of Shari’a Law, was needed in Pakistan. With this, he combined Muslim Law with that of politics, further changing the political state of the country. With this, his influences also derived from the ideologies of previous prime ministers and heads of political parties within Pakistan. The current president of Pakistan is Imran Khan, where in an article, it mentions that Imran Khan, through his party ‘Pakistan Tehreek-e- Insaf,’ (PTI) will focus on “initiatives on women’s education, economic opportunity, healthcare, and legal protection.”[footnoteRef:15] This is a very different and modern approach taken by Khan compared to other leaders of Pakistan before him where their focus was mainly on ‘Islamization’ and the goal of an Islamic State. With this further impacts the religious framework of Pakistan, with the traditional rules within Islam being changed in order for women to have protection and safety. This highlights a change in Pakistan that is monumental for the lives of Pakistani women and girls wanting an education or even jobs. The article continues to address that “Pakistan’s likely new prime minister already has a party platform of promises to deliver legal and economic empowerment for women.”[footnoteRef:16] This, as stated, further explores the issues within Pakistan on gender problems not only in the workplace but also in the government which can be seen that Khan is in the process of moving Pakistan into more modern approaches to gender than previously explored by other leaders. [14:  Jayshree Bajoria, "Islam And Politics In Pakistan", Council On Foreign Relations, 2011 https://www.cfr.org/backgrounder/islam-and-politics-pakistan [Accessed 28 January 2019].]  [15:  Meighan Stone, "Pakistan’s Imran Khan Promises End To Discriminatory Laws", Council On Foreign Relations, 2018 https://www.cfr.org/blog/pakistans-imran-khan-promises-end-discriminatory-laws [Accessed 30 January 2019].]  [16:  Meighan Stone, "Pakistan’s Imran Khan Promises End To Discriminatory Laws", Council On Foreign Relations, 2018 https://www.cfr.org/blog/pakistans-imran-khan-promises-end-discriminatory-laws [Accessed 30 January 2019].] 

Women in Pakistan
In Pakistan recently, in July 2018, there was a vote held in Islamabad the capital of Pakistan, where previously women could not vote. However, as cited by CNN, “women turned out in large numbers to register their voices in the pivotal election.”[footnoteRef:17] This is a pivotal movement within Pakistan as it allows women to voice previously ignored or unheard opinions. Even today, the fight that the women took for their opinions to be voiced is crucial in the modern influences of gender equality in South Asia. As can clearly be seen by this chart, “out of 856 women who had registered to vote, 739 votes were cast”[footnoteRef:18], which is 86.3% of the women who were registered to vote took their opportunity to voice a much-needed opinion. This is a very influential occasion for Muslim women not only in Pakistan but also around the world as many women have been denied the right to have the vote within Islam but this event in Pakistan has allowed women the voice that they needed to be seen as equals within Pakistan. In Islam, this is very significant to the modern changes being made within the religion as it is strictly religious in the ways that Islam is practiced within Pakistan, but these changes are influential in the modernity of Islam in the 21st Century. [17:  Euan McKirdy and Sophia Saifi, "Women Defied Decades Of Tradition To Vote In Pakistan Election", CNN, 2018 https://edition.cnn.com/2018/07/28/asia/women-voters-pakistan-intl/index.html [Accessed 28 January 2019].]  [18:  Euan McKirdy and Sophia Saifi,…] 
Fig 7

One of the most influential women in Pakistan was Benazir Bhutto (1953-2007) who served as Prime Minister of Pakistan twice and also represented Muslim women globally for her role not only within the state but within Islam. To further note is that “in 1986 Benazir Bhutto returned to Pakistan from exile to Europe,”[footnoteRef:19] which was the start of her political power in Pakistan. Under her leadership of the PPP, she won enough seats to further become the first woman to lead a democratic government not only in Pakistan but in a Muslim majority nation. As explained further, by Saeed Khan, that “Pakistan and Bangladesh have endured a history of vacillation between democracy and dictatorship,”[footnoteRef:20] which further shows the political stance of Pakistan being a constant battle with the military. In 2011, the Pew Research Center collected information from Muslims in Pakistan who voted on their views of a democratic government, where they recorded that 56% of those people preferred an independent leadership to a 29% vote for a democratic government, as displayed in the pie chart in fig 8. With this further can be clearly seen in the pie chart is that a majority of Muslims in Pakistan did prefer an independent leader, where Benazir Bhutto fitted perfectly into this, even during her time as a Prime Minister in the past. The ideas of Muslims today of an independent leadership was just as important as their ideas when Pakistan was first created; to have one leader to promote Islam throughout the country, with Benazir Bhutto being a very influential woman within Pakistan and also the Muslim world. [19:  CountryWatch Incorporated, Pakistan Country Review 2018 (CountryWatch, 2018).p.18.]  [20:  Saeed Khan, edited. by Laith Saud, Scott W Hibbard and Aminah Beverly McCloud, An Introduction To Islam In The 21. Century (Malden: Wiley-Blackwell, 2013).p.212.] 
Fig 8

Symmary
Throughout this case study, I have gathered a lot of information from numerous different websites and articles that have been used in this case study to explain the role of Islam within Pakistan. With the information gathered, from maps to creating my own charts to further show information and changes made within the society since the partition of India to what Pakistan has become today from its previous state. With this case study, the aim was to allow people to get to know Pakistan quickly without further reading and an organised manner of presenting the demographics of Pakistan to further mentioning the modern impacts of leaders and even the role of the religion under the state. In Pakistan, as I have covered through this case study, the way the religion is practised is very clear in that the country’s original aim, from Jinnah, was to become a Muslim homeland. Clearly seen further is the Islamization factors that many influential leaders put forward as a way of improving Pakistan to abide by the Muslim beliefs and practices. 
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