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In terms of the study of the religious beliefs of Late Roman Britain and the changes that Christianity brought to the province over the course of the 4th century the main sources of evidence will primarily focus on the archaeological data and the works and interpretations of modern authors, such as, Martin Henig (1984) Dorothy Watts (1998), Guy de la Bedoyere (2007). I hope to build off of their educated interpretation of the archaeological evidence of the period, while also giving my own interpretation, given the evidence available. My primary aim will be to demonstrate a continuity of ‘pagan’ religious practice within the Province of Britain over the course of the 4th Century and into the 5th Century. While some primary authors give mention of British bishops there is very little to no written evidence for the traditional belief systems of the Province of Roman Britain and how they were affected during this period, (Aszody-Robinson, 2018, p. 2).  
 Thus, the bulk of information will be primarily archaeological in nature. Archaeological studies such as Anthony Kings, ‘Animal Remains from Temples in Roman Britain’ (2005) as well as Woodward and Leach’s The Uley Shrines: Excavation of a Ritual Complex on West Hill, Uley, Gloucestershire (1993), and Wheeler’s Report on the Excavation of the Prehistoric, Roman, and Post-Roman Site in Lydney Park, Gloucestershire: Reports of the Research Comity of the Society of Antiquaries of London (1932) will be of use in outlining the archaeological finds found at these sites of traditional worship. However, when it comes to Wheeler and other early twentieth century excavations I will supplement information with more modern interpretations, as well as utilizing whatever information more recent excavations have made available. My goal will be to try and track continuation over the 4th century of activity at sites associated with traditional practice such as, Uley, Lydney and others to see if there is a steady continuation of deposits such as coinage, faunal remains indicating sacrificial practice and other votive deposits and whether or not there is any evidence to suggest a continuation of such practices into the fifth century. 
 Where temple structures are available I hope to look for evidence of architectural upkeep while keeping in mind the general downturn in the Late Roman economy in Britain during the period. Evidence for religious dedications, such as the Jupiter Column as seen in Cirencester and temple repairs as seen at Lydney show a clear continuation of practice in the face of economically troubled times where urban development works in Britain were on the decline, (Bedoyere, 2007, p.188). Rather than simply focusing on one site I hope to use various sites of traditional worship so as to give breadth to my study and to see if some regions retained their traditional beliefs later than others. Anthony King’s study will be of extreme use in this regard, (King, 2005).
Also of note will be the analysis of villa frescos, architecture and archaeological finds relating to these sites. These villas as analysed by scholars such as Dominic’s study of the Frampton mosaics (Dominic 2003) as well as Bedoyere’s recent commentary on the villa frescos such as those on the Island of Wight (Bedoyere, 2007, p.208-212) and his other work Roman Villas and the Countryside (Bedoyere 1993) will give a wider analysis of these sites. However, this evidence will be used sparingly, for, as Bedoyere notes, it is especially difficult to examine whether these frescos are truly indicative of religious activity or are merely an aesthetic choice utilizing popular artistic styles of the period, (Bedoyere, 2007).  
In terms of modern scholarship, I hope to draw on various scholars and look to incorporate their theories into my study to give credence to the theory of a ‘pagan revival’ and perhaps even survival for such beliefs into the 5th century. Key scholars, such as Miranda Green (1986) and Martin Henig (1984) will be supplemented with modern scholarship such as Dorothy Watts (1998) and Guy de la Bedoyere (2007). However, I will compliment this work with authors, such as Johannes Geffcken who oppose the theory of a ‘pagan revival’ and instead posit a rapid and continuous conversion process over the course of the late 4th century (Gefficken 1978, p231).   
	An understanding of epigraphy will also be of use when looking at finds such as curse tablets, statues and other such archaeological finds. In this regard I hope to use Gager’s Curse Tablets and Binding Spells from the Ancient World to help analyse, contextualize and understand these finds in a general context. Temple inscriptions as found on dedications to pagan temples and columns will also be analysed, in order to support the thesis for a continuation of belief. Bedoyere’s 2007 work will be of use in this regard as the appendix of his work Gods with Thunderbolts: Religion in Roman Britain contains a list “of all epigraphic references to gods and goddesses found in Roman Britain, and literary by contemporary authors.” In addition, his down to earth stating of the factual evidence with little in the way of speculation will help to ground these finds, (Bedoyere, 2007, p. 243).  
[bookmark: _GoBack]Primary source material will be of limited use and will mostly serve to give general insight into pagan practice found elsewhere, to show that Christianity was certainly active within the Province during the period of the 4th Century and its effect on the religious policy of the Roman Empire in General during this period and its effect on ‘pagan’ practice. Christianity is largely lacking from the British archaeological record during the 4th Century and thus textual information gleaned from contemporary clerical works will be of limited use in showing the existence of Christianity within the Province. Watts Christians and Pagans, will shed light on the Christian archaeological finds in Britain during this period, (Watts, 1991). I also hope to analyse potential sites of 4th Century Christian Churches, such as the supposed Silchester ‘Church’ to see if these sites can be indeed posited as being such or if such sites may in fact be ‘pagan’ temples or have served another, non-religious purpose, (Bedoyer 2007, p 219).     
Another source of information will be gleaned from an examination of treasure hordes found such as the Thetford and the Water Newton hordes, however one must keep in mind that the reason for the depositing of such artefacts may never be known and while speculation may be of use, it should all be taken with a grain of salt, (Bedoyere, 2007). However, since the Water Newton horde is one of the first examples of Christian artefacts within the Province of Britain it is of extreme use establishing that Christianity was active within the province early in the 4th Century, (Bedoyere, 2007, p 183). The importance of this find is only eclipsed by the Thetford horde which as Henig and others have stated, the artefacts found are, to date, some of the very last Romano-British ‘pagan’ artefacts found within Britain during the very end of the Roman occupation, with their deposition being only somewhere between the last twenty years of the 4th Century (Henig 1984). 
In conclusion, I hope to analyse and study the sites of traditional worship, looking at the archaeological evidence to either support or refute the theory of a ‘pagan revival’ in 4th Century Britain. I will look at excavations of the temples used during the period and seek to establish a continuity of believe where available. Evidence of a continuity of votive offerings, sacrificial remains, and curse tablets, deposited at various sites lend support to this theory. As does architectural building operations, temple repairs and epigraphical dedications to the various ‘pagan’ deities during this period also lend credence to this hypothesis. Finds from Villa sites will be of limited use but such evidence, given the general lack of information that survives from this period, must be considered and taken into account. Of least use are the treasure hordes, while being some of the earliest evidence for Christian practice as well as being some of the latest finds containing pagan artefacts, are very much circumspect due to their motives for deposition. By utilizing the theories of various experts in the field and using the latest in scholarship I hope to build off of these theories while taking into account the scarcity of data and incorporating opponents of the ‘pagan revival’ theory. Lastly, I hope to look at evidence for Christian worship during the 4th century, looking at supposed church sites, the scant primary textual evidence, modern authors interpretations and archaeological evidence to see if such finds refute the ‘revival theory’ and show a clear increase in the conversion of the Province. In all I hope to establish the theory that ‘pagan’ worship continued throughout the 4th Century and that there may be evidence to posit a continuation of such beliefs into the 5th century. 
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