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A small town named Blaenavon situated 6 miles away from Pontypool in south wales is one of the world's finest examples of the industrial revolution. During the 16th to the 19th-century, coal mining and ironmaking was changing the world. Blaenavon was at the heart of this change throughout both the first and second revolution, making it one of the world's most important areas during these times.
Published by (Cole, 2017) Back in 1525, the mountains above the town contained coal, limestone, and iron ore. Ironmaking was carried out firstly on a small scale. In the 16th century Richard Hanbury an entrepreneur from London, built one of the first forges in the base of the valley where the Hanbury family later went on to run the iron business for 300 years. An article from (Historic landscape characterisation) published that the Hanbury family wanted mineral rights over the common lands to supply their charcoal furnaces. However, the land was unsettled, and it could only be for a small scale of iron mining and grazing. In 1788, the common lands were then leased to Thomas Hill, Thomas Hopkins, and Benjamin Pratt by the lord of Abergavenny, they then went on to build a significant new ironworks in Blaenavon using new technologies in a new way, utilising steam power as early as 1789 in 3 furnaces in one of the most extensive ironworks in wales and globally.  
[image: ] (Historic landscape characterisation, 2017)  in 1796, 5,400 tons of iron was being produced, resulting in houses being built by the ironworks for critical workers. 
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The 19th century in Britain seen industrial revolution which would affect many lives for the greater good not only locally but worldwide and Britain become powerful with other countries relying on the new industrial world.  (Trueman, 2003).
The Blaenavon iron company controlled and created tramroads, workers houses, coal mines, railways, limestone quarries and iron ore patches. A dramatic increase in population had a huge effect benefiting the local and global economy, new ways to travel in and out of counties gave opportunities in being able to trade with other towns which changed the community way of life in more ways than one. Woodcutters had the jobs to collect wood from forests nearby to fuel Pontypool furnaces, miners had jobs to obtain the coal and minerals from inside the mountains and engineers would be employed for the furnaces. (Historic landscape characterisation, 2017).
An industrial landscape grew of coal mines with tram roads, railways, and limestone quarries made for transportation. In 1805-1812 a further two furnaces were built and in five years over 14,000 tons of pig iron a high carbon content for making steel was produced. (Historic landscape characterisation, 2017).
But with the industry booming, hard labour from mining and working 12 hours every day, workers got sick. The toxins from the industrial site caused cancers, lung diseases along with many other illnesses from the burning of coal and iron smelting. 
According to (Blaenavon world heritage site,2019) there was a company shop run by the Hanbury family, which was named the "truck shop", or "Tommy shop". Prices were steep, resulting in people who shopped there, falling into debt to the company.  Workers did not receive money; instead, the workers would have to purchase clothes and food from the within the shop. The early years of the industrial revolution due to a shortage of shops and produce, this shop was needed but by the early 19th century protesting took place in the local area, and the shop was closed.
The ironworks stopped production in 1904, which of course had a ripple effect on the economy due to the reduced demand for coal and the increased competition from other countries. Eighty years later after the Big Pit closed, Blaenavon had begun to decline. The sense of community had gone with 75% of shops shut, and only now half of the population left equalling to around 6,000 people. The town almost had no hope for their future commented by (Blaenavon world heritage site,2019). 
[image: A picture containing grass, house, outdoor, old

Description automatically generated]The Big Pit was the mine in Blaenavon and today holds the history of how the industrial revolution started and where it all began. Originally known as Kearsleys Pit, the name “Big pit” came from its depth of 200ft and its colossal shaft. (Blaenavon world heritage site,2019).

Nessy-Pic (March 31, 2014). View of the National Coal Museum. Online image https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/a/aa/Big_Pit%2C_Blaenavon.jpg. 
To today's date, a total of 8.7million has been invested by the National Lottery to restore parts of the historic town and to repair buildings, resulting in urban regeneration. Shops have reopened for business, and Bethlem chapel reopened their doors for the first time in many years.  Social regeneration is rebuilding, and a sense of community where once perhaps was lost, has started to return. Economic revitalisation is creating local wealth, tackling unemployment, and setting council strategies with options and development. The Big pit national Museum received funding in 2002, with the old pit cage still in place transporting visitors to the underground mine. The attraction of this brought tourists from all over the world which too benefited the region and brought life back to the empty feeling town. (Blaenavon world heritage site, 2019).
In December 2000, an article by Kennedy, 2000) said Blaenavon was voted and added to the list of the world's most important sites, and the site is to be cherished and protected. The leader of Torfaen county borough council, Brian Smith, said: "The history of the town is of stories of agony and hardship suffered by the workers. This award is a tribute to each one of them".
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