What insights does your chosen source offer regarding the history of slavery and abolition? Also comment on the gender of the chosen author.
William Wells Brown, ‘Toussaint L'ouverture,’ from The Black Man, His Antecedents, His Genius, and His Achievements (1863)
The Haitian revolution is the first and only slave revolution that resulted in the forming of a new state that did not practice slavery nor governed by white people. The revolt was led by Toussaint L’Ouverture in 1791 as he found himself in the midst of a melting pot of countries including the French and British all fighting one another ruthlessly for 12 years. Ethnic origin did not necessarily dictate which side of the conflict one fought upon as white planters fought the white commissioners and both sides fought against Frenchmen of varying ideology and banner. Black people of both genders fought against their planters and the people of mixed race that were granted independence in what would become a defining struggle for equality that sparked the fuse in abolition acts worldwide.
The fight for freedom for the black race was not one that was easy and one that had significant political and economic repercussions worldwide among some of the biggest contemporary Empires: the British, the French and the Spanish all fought on the island of Hispaniola both for and against the ex-slaves. In an age of revolution across Europe and the Atlantic, Toussaint L’Ouverture took particular inspiration from the French Revolution[footnoteRef:1] and took it upon himself to lead his people to freedom against the slavers. While the initial insurrection was ultimately quite swift, the battle had just begun and the ex-slaves would not be granted their freedom for 12 years after the beginning of the revolution, they had to fight tooth and nail against all opposition to earn their freedom: with the British[footnoteRef:2] and French[footnoteRef:3] launching some of the biggest naval fleets they’d ever launched to fight against Toussaint. Both Empires had significant financial assets in the West Indies and were scared of the idea of their colonies rising up against them, and as such used as much brute force as they could muster to overcome the insurrection so as it did not spread across the rest of the region. [1:  William Wells Brown, ‘Toussaint L'ouverture,’ from The Black Man, His Antecedents, His Genius, and His Achievements (1863) pp. 93-95 Accessed via <https://archive.org/details/blackmanthe00browrich/page/96/mode/2up> Uploaded by scanner-ian-white on [November 17, 2006] [Accessed 05/12/21]]  [2: James Perry, Arrogant Armies: Great Military Disasters and the Generals Behind Them. (Edison: CastleBooks, 2005) p. 68]  [3:  Wells Brown, ‘Toussaint L’Ouverture’ p.99-100] 

While the revolution had support from many foreign parties, much of their support was given with ulterior motives: the Colonial Kingpins of the era used Haiti as a pawn in their game of world power. Spain joined the conflict on the side of the slaves in a bid to fight against the French but when the majority of the French joined the side of the slaves after the emancipation of slaves by French commissioners[footnoteRef:4] the Spanish continued to fight against the French and therefore the ex-slaves as well. The French, despite fighting against the anti-slavery revolt of Toussaint L’Ouverture abolished slavery in all French territories in 1794 in a political manoeuvre that was designed to gain moral high ground against the English only to have slavery reinstated by Napoleon Bonaparte 10 years later. This uprising is monumental in the history of slavery and abolition as it shook the New World to its core and ended for many the illusion brought upon by Enlightenment thinkers that Black people were of lower intellect and could not live in a society without white “enlightened leaders”[footnoteRef:5]. However, this was only the beginning of the fight for equal rights that is still being fought today – this is the case because the governments of the world powers such as France, America and the United Kingdom needed more incentive to end slavery than the fear of revolution from the slaves, they needed financial reassurance that this was possible. Napoleon Bonaparte knew that the Saint-Domingue sugar trade was one of the largest financial producers of the French Empire and was not willing to let it go for something as trivial as “equal rights” and while slavery was formally abolished in France in 1818 it was not banned in its’ colonies until 30 years later. The financial incentive for the French came in 1825 when it demanded with threat of force that Haiti pay reparations for the lost colony[footnoteRef:6]. Britain and the United States had similar financial incentive when they both introduced fines as punishment for the selling and ownership of slaves but these were implemented across a wide time scale gradually becoming more intense. Other countries that were not global superpowers were much quicker to ban slavery, across South America and Europe countries like the United Provinces [Of South America] and the declining Spanish Empire were pioneering emancipation thanks to the example set but Toussaint L’Ouverture in Haiti.  [4:  Wells Brown, ‘Toussaint L’Ouverture’ p.98]  [5: Lucien Goldmann. The Philosophy of the Enlightenment: the Christian Burgess and the Enlightenment. (Cambridge, Massachusetts: MIT Press, 1973). P.35]  [6: J.N. Leger, Haiti: Her History and Her Detractors. [The Neale Publishing Co.: New York & Washington. 1907] Section 182 Accessed via <https://archive.org/stream/haitiherhistoryh00lguoft/haitiherhistoryh00lguoft_djvu.txt> [05/12/21]] 

The author of this work, William Wells Brown was born into slavery and did not officially become a free man until he was 50 years old, Brown was an avid abolitionist and equal rights activist – speaking and writing for suffrage of all. Brown himself was of mixed race and knew first-hand the discrimination that black people were suffering worldwide but used the status he had in Europe as a free man of colour to educate himself and others as best he could about the anti-slave movement.
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