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Essay two:
Counter-terrorism policing – assess the limits of the police’s role in investigating counter-terrorism.
Word limit: 1000 words.

Counter-terrorism policing is “is a collaboration of UK police forces working with the UK intelligence community to help protect the public and our national security by preventing, deterring and investigating terrorist activity” (Counter Terrorism, 2023). The police’ counter terrorism strategy was created in 2003 and this strategy is called CONTEST and within this strategy there are four areas in place to counteract forms of terrorism within the UK and its overseas interests. These are Prevent, Pursue, Protect and Prepare. All of these have individual tactics and aim to deal with terrorism in their different ways.

The UK police will look to investigate counter-terrorism and mainly use two of the two P’s listed above. The main two will be Prevent and Pursue as they are the ways in which terrorism can be dealt with and prevented in the first place. The aim of the prevent strand is “to safeguard and support vulnerable people to stop them from becoming terrorists or supporting terrorism. Our Prevent work also extends to supporting the rehabilitation and disengagement of those already involved in terrorism” (HM Gov, 2018, a). As per stated, prevent aims to support the rehabilitation and to prevent people who could be classed as vulnerable or susceptible to become radicalised into becoming a terrorism supporter. Pursue is “to stop terrorist attacks happening in this country and against UK interests overseas. Conviction in court and imprisonment is the most effective way to stop and deter terrorists and deliver justice for their victims” (HM Gov, 2018, b). As stated by HM Government Pursue is a more proactive approach in dealing with terrorism. Pursue looks to stop a terrorist incident occurring and looking further down the line by bringing those involved to justice by giving the appropriate sentencing when it comes to court. 

When dealing with terrorism there is only a certain amount which the police are able to do to prevent people becoming radicalised. In recent times a young male named Lloyd Gunton became radicalised online. Lloyd was a self-initiated terrorist who was inspired by recent Islamic State style attacks (BBC, 2018). With this terrorist incident it was stopped before Lloyd could commit any of the atrocious acts which he planned out. Looking into this case it shows that Lloyd was a 17-year-old male with autism diagnosis. If the prevent strand of the counter terrorism strategy was working effectively then could this have prevented Lloyd from becoming radicalised and pointed him in the other direction. The pursue element showed to be very effective in this case as the attack was stopped therefore this strand showed its effectiveness and that many lives were potentially saved from Lloyd’s attack.

The ways terrorist related attacks are being conducted are ever changing. Home Office (2022) state the “nature of terrorism continues to evolve and endure, so must we”. Online radicalisation is becoming more and more popular for the extremists. Action Counters Terrorism (No Date) have said “the internet has opened up many new opportunities in communication, entertainment and knowledge. But it’s also given extremists the means to target, connect and communicate with people vulnerable to radicalisation”. With people having more frequent use of the internet and those who are using it are becoming younger and younger this could limit how the police are able to deal with those who are becoming radicalised. It is important that those working in the police and the counter terrorism police officers are able to identify small changes and signals of an individual who has been radicalised. 

When dealing with terrorism the CPS (2020) have explained “Terrorism crimes and terrorist-related offences are subject to the criminal justice system in the same way as all other crimes. The CPS reviews the case and makes a charging decision in line with the Code for Crown Prosecutors”. With this being said this shows that when dealing with an individual who has committed terrorist acts they will still be dealt with like anybody who the police comes in contact with who has committed acts of crime. This ensures that suitable sentencing is given to those involved.

When it comes to the police’s role in terrorism this will be dealt with by Counter Terrorism Officers who are greatly skilled in dealing with preventing terrorism in the first place. Counter Terrorism Policing (2018) state “we need your help to stop terrorists being able to plan, prepare and carry out attacks, groom or recruit people or encourage others to carry out attacks. You may have seen or heard something that could be that vital piece of information that will help to stop a terrorist attack”. By the Counter Terrorism Policing unit asking if people have heard or seen something which could be passed over to the police, they are then able to work on that intelligence to see if it is valid or not. If the information is valid then further enquiries will be conducted with the information provided. Intelligence gathering can be completed by police officers however, the Secret Intelligence Service and Government Communications Headquarters will do this with greater efficiently than a front-line police officer due to be able to obtain “secret information and conducting operations in support of the UK's foreign policy objectives, and to counter threats to UK interests worldwide” (MI5, No Date). Front-line police officers would not have this information at hand therefore this would become a limitation for them.

All front-line police officers should understand what the four P’s are and be able to understand what they can do to assist in minimising any terrorist related incidents. By liaising with Counter Terrorism officers they are then able to pass any information to those who understand and have a greater incite in doing this. With this being done will protect and hopefully prevent attacks arising in the UK. 
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Essay three:
Critically assess the effectiveness of processes used to evaluate and analyse information and intelligence in order to mitigate against the impact of personal bias.
Word limit: 1000 words.

Washington University (2019) state that “biases have the potential to do the most harm when they are acted on by people in positions of relative power, whether they be healthcare professionals, employers, or law enforcement officers”. So as police officers it is important to ensure that there is no bias when evaluating and analysing information and intelligence as this could mislead and result in false reports being conducted.

All police forces within the UK will work on using information and intelligence when dealing with incidents or proceeding in an investigation. College of Policing (2022, a) state that “Intelligence is collected information that has been developed for action. It may also be classified as confidential or sensitive. Intelligence collection is a continuous process and there may be specific requirements for its recording and use”. This information collected is passed through an intelligence grading system referred as ‘3x5x2’. The 3x5x2 grading system works by seeing if the information which has been passed to police is reliable, untested or suspected to be unreliable. If information is reliable then this can be used in investigations which the police carry out (nafn, No Date). If the information is unreliable, then this will not be used. Bias may come into play with unreliable information if an individual was to attempt to make allegations or attempt to be malicious towards someone. College of Policing (2022, b) state “information has been refers to all information obtained, recorded or processed for a policing purpose. It includes information which is processed (known as data, including personal data) and information which has been subject to a process of evaluation (known as intelligence)”. 

With intelligence going through the 3x5x2 grading system it is going through an extensive process to ensure that the information is either reliable, untested or unreliable. The importance of this process is to allow for the information to be evaluated and to ensure that there are no discrepancies within the information which has been given. Any persons are able to provide the police with information and like said above there are times when information is passed to police with malicious intent. So going through the process of the grading system will thoroughly test to see if there are any discrepancies involved and to counter out a bias to the information provided. Without the extensiveness of going through the processes to ensure that all intelligence is viable then there could potentially have some not reliable information being processed. So it is very important that the information is analysed correctly using the grading system.

The police also use the National Intelligence Model which is set out in three different levels. Level 1 being local issues, level 2 cross border and level 3 serious organised crime which is regional and operating at a national level (NCIS, 2000). Level 1 would affect a smaller area and crime would be targeted in a much smaller area. Level 2 in a policing term would be when criminals would be affecting more than one specific area creating crime for two separate forces. Level 3 would be of a more serious crime which is being conducted across the UK and potentially internationally. 

Thames Valley Police (2021, a) have a policy in place for Intelligence Led Integrity Testing and this “provides the option of 'testing' an individual’s integrity, in accordance with the principles of the Human Rights Act 1998. The policy also aims to provide an equitable, consistent and proportionate response to intelligence, in accordance with existing criminal legislation, Police Conduct Regulations and employment law”. With this testing in place allows for all intelligence which comes through to be tested down to the letter of the law. Ensuring this not only complies with current and up to date legislation but will ensure that there is no bias when it comes down to personal bias. This will mitigate the bias of an individual as they will need to be sticking to all guidelines and legislation. If they do not, then failure to comply to this legislation could result in a criminal matter. This Thames Valley Police policy is in place to ensure that integrity is kept to the highest of standards. The policy ensures that anyone involved in the process of intelligence mitigates any corruption (Thames Valley Police, 2021, b).

While all information which comes from intelligence is check by its reliable sources before being put through the intelligence systems. They must be ensured that whoever is checking the information “must not be influenced by personal feelings but must be based on professional judgement. Its value must not be exaggerated in order to ensure that action is taken” (College of Policing, 2023, a). When it comes to the recording of the information and when the intelligence reports are conducted the individual has “responsible for the accuracy and unbiased evaluation of the material, based on their knowledge of the circumstances prevailing at the time. Each piece of intelligence should be separately evaluated (College of Policing, 2023, b). 

With an individual having the responsibility of the intelligence report they need to ensure that personal bias does not come into action. This could affect if that individual has had contact with that person in the past and it was a negative interaction with that person. But each and every bit of information is new information and will need to be assessed for its validity and reliability for the officers who will be using the intelligence. 
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Essay four: 
Critically evaluate the effectiveness of crime prevention strategies in relation to Serious and Organised Crime.
Word limit: 1000 words. 
 

CPS (2019, a) state that “organised Crime is defined as planned and co-ordinated criminal behaviour and conduct by people working together on a continuing basis. Their motivation is often, but not always, financial gain. Organised crime in this and other countries recognises neither national borders nor national interests”. These crimes are more of a serious crime which include “drug trafficking, human trafficking, organised illegal immigration, child sexual exploitation, high value fraud and other financial crime, counterfeiting, organised acquisitive crime and cyber crime” (Legislation.gov, 2015)

Crimes such as these are dealt by strategies which are specifically implemented to minimise such crimes being conducted. The Serious and Organised Crime strategy which is led by the National Crime Agency aims to reduce the level of crime being committed in the UK. Serious and organised crime is by far the most sophisticated of crimes which are being committed in the UK. These crimes effect a lot of vulnerable people and have long lasting effects on the communities which are involved. This strategy aims to complete many different things to make it difficult for the crimes to be committed. HM Government (2018, a) use an intelligence led approach to attempt to disrupt the crime and “At the heart of this approach will be new data, intelligence and assessment capabilities which will allow the government, in particular the NCA, to penetrate and better understand serious and organised criminals and their vulnerabilities more effectively and target our disruptions to greater effect”. Being able to better at understanding how these criminals work and carry out their acts will hopefully allow those who investigate and deal with these people to slowly but surely start to prevent it occurring. 
The strategy also aims to provide education to the younger population. As children are easier to manipulation the strategy “will develop and use preventative methods and education to divert more young people from a life of serious and organised crime and reduce reoffending” (2018, b).

In relation to dealing with those who have committed any acts of serious and organised crime the CPS “will proactively seek appropriate ancillary orders which will inhibit and disrupt the activities of those engaged in Organised Crime. These may include;
· Serious Crime Prevention Orders
· Travel Restriction Orders
· Financial Reporting Orders
· Sexual Offences Prevention Orders
· Disqualification of Directors Orders (CPS, 2019, b). With this in place will look to deter those who commit these sort of crimes and prevent further offending or re-offending. 
By ensuring that order will be put in place to those who have committed the crimes this will look to the future as they will have specific orders in place on them. Should those who breach any of those orders will then be committing further offences leading to further repercussions. 
The National Crime Agency have provided positive statistics from the end of year period of 2022. With lots of positive numbers being shown and a large percentage where crime is being tackled. With computer systems and the internet becoming a popular way of making contact with people the National Crime Agency have had a 50% increase on their efforts to fight cyber related crime, a 16% increase in disruptions to money laundering and a 13% increase in disruptions against offenders (National Crime Agency, No Date). These statistics show that the strategies in place are having a positive increase and have shown over the space of one year that there is in fact in increase in positive outcomes and the fight against serious and organised crime within the UK. Although the statistics are very positive there will always be that element where the crime may not have been recorded therefore leaving the statistical value higher than it should be. However, without dwelling on that a positive outcome will definitely prove that the strategies in place are working.
As the way crimes are dealt with the criminals will be looking to change the way they commit crime. With the ever changing use of technology and other tactics used the strategies will need to be amended to ensure efficiency is maintained. It is important that the statistics are analysed regularly as it will show an increase or decrease in what has worked in the year. HM Government (2018, c) explained “the data collected in the framework will be used to monitor progress towards the strategic objectives and to make informed decisions about the most effective, efficient way to allocate resources to counter serious and organised crime and achieve value for money”. Ensuring that they allocate their resources to counter the serious and organised crime will evidentially decrease what crimes are being committed. 
The serious and organised crime strategy uses a framework which was developed to counter terrorism. These are the four P’s which are pursue, prevent, protect and prepare. The main two which would be used in fighting crime would be pursue and prevent. Pursue is for “prosecuting and disrupting people engaged in serious and organised criminality” and prevent looks to “preventing people from engaging in serious and organised crime” (HM Government, 2013). The prevent element would look to prevent people from engaging with individuals who actively pursue these types of crime. As mentioned above an education style approach would be used in the prevent strand to deter younger people and to provide education to those who are in need of the education. 
Overall, the strategies in place show that they are working effectively and show that they are having an increase of disrupting and the prevention of organised crime. With regular analysis the strategies can have amendments made to ensure that they remain effective and an increase of disruption and prevention continues to stop these criminals.
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Essay five: 
Critically assess the effectiveness of options available to reduce re-offending, and consider how these are informed by evidence-based policing. You may choose a specific type of offence for this answer e.g. domestic violence, anti-social behaviour, knife crime. Your answer must be based on academic research, not personal experience.
Word limit: 1000 words. 

There are options available to the police to allow individuals the chance of help and to attempt them from re-offending in the future. This then looks at ways to engage with that person rather than proceeding by criminalising that individual. 

Domestic related violence occurs regularly and is one of the largest crimes in which police officers deal with. A programme called the domestic violence perpetrator programme looks at “reducing the incidence of domestic violence by changing the attitudes, behaviours and beliefs of perpetrators” (Children’s Social Care, No Date, a). This programme looks to deal with the perpetrator by changing their views and how they deal with situations. 
There are three main approaches in which this program looks to help these perpetrators. These ways are by 
· “Cognitive-behavioural programmes where violence is attributed to learned behaviours aim to change patterns of thought to change behaviour.
· Psychodynamic approaches emphasise personality and the emotional disposition of perpetrators, and aim to educate perpetrators so they are able to recognise the feelings that precipitate violence.
· Pro-feminist approaches view violence as originating from patriarchal values about women’s roles” (Children’s Social Care, No Date, b). These three approaches aim to teach the perpetrators how to deal with and change their behaviours. By doing this, this allows the perpetrators to understand triggers which could cause them to re-offend in domestic violence. Looking at educating perpetrators so they can recognise their feelings could minimise the chance in them offending as they can then stop themselves and remove themselves from whatever the current situation, they are currently in. By using programmes such as the domestic violence perpetrator programme could allow for the perpetrators to have a change in their behaviour and to help minimise them from committing further crimes. This will help benefit both the victims and perpetrators by providing that reassurance that further crimes could be stopped.
College of Policing (2021, a) state “The very existence of a criminal justice system will act as a deterrent to the general public by showing that there are negative consequences to offending”. With people understanding that their actions will have consequences will act as a deterrent as a study showed “evidence in support of the idea that the certainty of being caught has a deterrent effect, regardless of the type of punishment that follows” (2021, b). With the criminal justice system in place people will consider their actions. The police are able to show the use of the criminal justice system by the use of news outlets and social media uploads. When positive outcomes and disposals have been executed ensuring that this has been published to the public will ensure that people can see the outcomes of crimes. 
In the UK 71% of offenders “was their first knife or offensive weapon possession offence” (Gov, 2022). Looking at earlier intervention with these individuals could ensure that knife crime is minimised and put a stop to it. The Guardian (2019) state “Public health approaches, involving multiple agencies to develop a range of interventions, including prevention work for at-risk groups, as well as law enforcement activity directed at offenders, have been shown to have a positive impact”. With the public health approaches and involving multiple agencies a higher percentage of interventions can be completed to ensure those who are at a higher risks of being drawn into knife crime can be stopped leaving the positive impact and figures decreasing further. With first time offender’s police will look to engage with that person and rather than criminalising them they will use a method called an ‘Out of Court Disposal’. This method will allow that person to attend courses and to allow them to understand the consequences of knife crime ensuring that they do not carry knives in the future. With this being said it is important that the individual receives the support and engages with this method as they could continue and this option would not be relevant to them no more. This approach can also allow “meetings between victims, offenders and sometimes family or community members – can reduce reoffending. Evidence suggests these approaches have a particularly significant effect on violent crimes, and that victims are significantly less likely to seek revenge against the offender” (College of Policing, 2019). With this being said shows that this method can reduce re-offending but can also work with the victim and have a positive engagement with both the victim and the perpetrator.
Looking to provide children with education from an early age will ensure that they understand the consequences in which the criminal justice system can implement for carrying knifes and other offensive weapons. INews (2019) state that “teaching children problem-solving and anger management skills, alongside after-school activities and providing parents with better support, were all said to yield more positive results”. By ensuring that children and parents have that support rather than looking to criminalise the younger generation will ensure a positive result in knife crime offending and re-offending. 
Warwickshire Police have explained that the use of a multi-agency approaches will benefit offenders and aim to “break the cycle of crime by continuing to commission services which provide drug and alcohol interventions to those in the criminal justice system, while also supporting other schemes which work with perpetrators of crime to reduce reoffending” (No Date). Although proving services to support through drug and alcohol related issues may not be the route of knife crime this aim will still look to reduce the rate of re-offending. 906 Words
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