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Using the pupil profile given, identify how specific aspects of the child’s holistic development could be met within an educational setting. Underpin this with references to relevant theories, research and examples of excellent practice.

“During the foundation phase children are rapidly developing new skills. They acquire these skills at different rates and must be encouraged to develop at their own individual pace.” (Government, 2015).  It is vitally important that the teacher understands the importance of child development as “children need practitioners who observe, assess and plan, encourage and extend conversations and are good role models.” (Government, 2015). . All aspects of child development should be viewed as interlinked. “Educational provision for young children should be holistic with the child at the heart. It’s about practitioners understanding, inspiring and challenging children’s potential” (Government, 2015). 

Emotional development is an important part of a developing child. “Children need to be aware of their own feelings and develop the ability to express them in an appropriate way.” (Government, 2015). For Ella, there are areas where she needs support for her emotional development. Ella is unhappy to separate from her mother each morning; this can be rectified by giving Ella reassurance and comforting her each morning when it is time for Ella’s mother to leave. In addition to this I would try a distraction technique such as giving Ella jobs to do when she comes in e.g. being the milk monitor or having a small task that she enjoys set out on the carpet ready for her to complete. John Bowlby’s attachment theory would support this method as his research stated that “attachment behaviour …. Increases when the infant feels frightened or anxious and decreases when the infant feels safe and secure”. (Pound, 2006). This means that if the relationship is developed enough between the teacher and Ella, she will feel more secure in coming into school and thus will be happier to be separated from her mother. Ella enjoys other children “looking after” her, I feel that I would need to develop Ella’s independence. I would achieve this by ensuring that I support and encourage Ella to gain more independence whether this is by putting on her own coat or by contributing in a group setting. In my bridging experience I saw that the schools used different monitors each week for separate tasks so that the children had a sense of independence and responsibility. I would also ensure that I used the mindfulness technique of checking in with Ella so that I know she is happy in the tasks. I would ask her to pick the happy or sad face and to explain why she’s feeling that way, I would do this when she’s come into school in the morning, after lunch and once again before going home. This is something that could also be relayed to Ella’s mother at the end of the day. “The environment supports every child’s learning through planned experiences and activities that are challenging but achievable” (Stage, 2011). I would also ensure that my classroom was an environment where everything is safe, rich in sensory stimuli, promotes self-esteem and celebrates success (Pound, 2006). It could also be considered that Ella may be an only child whereby her mother may do a lot for her so that Ella has never had to work on her independence skills.  Ella is able to communicate her feelings and is aware that others may have different feelings which is in keeping with where she should be on the foundation phase outcome for personal and social development, well-being and cultural diversity outcomes (Government, 2015). In conclusion for Ella’s emotional development I would just work on distraction techniques for the morning with lots of encouragement and tasks which encourage Ella to become more independent. 

Social development in the foundation phase is described as “Children learn about themselves, their relationships with other children and adults both within and beyond the family. They are encouraged to develop their self-esteem, their personal beliefs and moral values.” (Government, 2015). Regarding Ella being ‘reluctant to share resources with peers’ I would be looking to work on Ella’s ability to share and the importance of sharing with her peers. I would achieve this by focusing on group activities where the children will have activities where they would have to share resources, I would sit on the table by them and supervise but only intervening when necessary. I would also try a ‘think, pair, share’ method whereby Ella would have to work with another child on a learning outcome and they would need to work together to achieve the success criteria. (Lewis, 2016). Vygotsky’s theory of social interaction would support this as the pair element of the task ensures that social interaction is aiding the learning process. Another technique that I would use to help Ella is to develop ‘partnerships between children’ where Ella would be paired with a child who is more able than her so that they can work on supporting each other thus helping their social skills but also reinforcing the learning (Cowley, 2013). Ella appears to be in the ‘parallel stage’ of play and I would want her to be achieving associative play whereby she would be able to interact with other children through play developing her social skills. Rather than playing alongside her peers but not engaging with them as she is doing now. In keeping with the foundation phase framework I would want Ella to “take part in activities alongside other children with some interaction” (Government, 2015). Her imagination skills are satisfactory with her ‘pretend play’ becoming increasingly inventive, Ella will need to work on engaging with other children during this imaginary play. I would achieve this by setting up areas of play where social interaction would need to take place such as having the ‘home corner’ made into a farm shop or cafe with the relevant costumes/equipment so that the children in that area would need to communicate but in an imaginary play setting. I would set up a water table area whereby the children would have to make boats out of various materials to see if they could float. The children would be told that they will need to work together to make a boat. This will enable Ella to engage in social interaction and to also work on her sharing and taking turn skills. The role of the practitioner in these situations is to simply observe and only to intervene when necessary allowing the children to make their own decisions. Vygotsky would again support this form of play as the learning is helped by interaction with other children thus reinforcing the learning. (Pound, 2006). However, Montessori may disagree with this approach as she did not value imaginative play and her activities were based in real life. (Pound, 2006). “Play is an important part aspect of the early childhood curriculum. The skill for adults lies in knowing when to intervene, and when not to do so” (Bruce, 1987). In conclusion Ella will need support for her social development with the introduction and emphasis on sharing and associative play with her peers.

Cognitive development can be described as “children learn best through physical and mental challenges. Active learning involves other people, objects, ideas and events that engage and involve children for sustained periods” (Stage, 2011). Firstly, I would ensure that Ella can have the best possible learning experience from the classroom and outdoors space. “Practitioners need to consider the whole environment both inside and outside. There needs to be a balance between free, child-led spontaneous activities and structured, focused and adult-led activities” (Lewis, 2016). This would include colourful wall displays, interactive areas for play and opportunities for learning. This is a direct contrast of what Montessori believed which is that learning spaces didn’t need to be rich and colourful. Ella is able recall parts of a story which is in line with the foundation phase profile that she should be able to “retell narratives or information they’ve heard” (Government, 2015). She also has an understanding of time and has the concept of time which is also in line with the foundation phase profile which states children should “have a concept of time in terms of daily activities” (Government, 2015). Ella is toilet trained and is has good listening skills which is expected from the foundation phase profile. Ella is also able to count up to 10 objects which is also expected at this age.  However, Ella does need support with her speech as she can talk but not always clearly and using one-word responses. The profile states that a child Ella’s age should be able to “speak audibly” (Government, 2015). I would encourage Ella to contribute more in class by talking to peers and to the teacher and support staff. Activities whereby children communicate would be useful such as retelling a story to one another, playing with puppets or something which I observed in my bridging experience which was circle time. This gives Ella the chance to speak with no one interrupting her. It could be that Ella is simply shy and so working on her self-esteem and giving her plenty of encouragement would help. Steiner would support this approach as he believed that free play and stories being told rather than read helped children with literacy (Pound, 2006). Ella rarely initiates talk but will respond, again in this instance I would want to work on Ella’s self-esteem and her confidence with her peers. To encourage Ella, I would ensure that she is working with small groups so that she can build her confidence and feel able to contribute and start conversations with her peers. Imitation is one way which children learn and I think this would be useful for Ella in helping with both her confidence with her peers but also her independence and sometimes reliance on having help from adults. Piaget would support this approach as he believes that it’s important for children to imitate, they then experiment with different behaviours, roles, skills (Bruce, 1987). Ella is also able to name some simple objects; I would work on expanding Ella’s vocabulary. This would be achieved by setting differentiated tasks for Ella whereby she would have to point to an animal picture card when she hears the name of the animal. This will also be reinforcing the correct name for objects e.g dog rather than doggy. I would also ensure that Ella gets to work with children who could aid her cognitive development working with a ‘buddy’. With the buddy system Ella would have a peer who she would feel comfortable around in tasks which were both adult-led and child-led such as free play so if she was alone she could go with her buddy to play rather than playing alone or relying on adult intervention. Piaget would support this as he “sees play as a vital ingredient in the development of cognition. Children who engage in play together are learning together by sharing, negotiating, problem solving and communicating. (Lewis, 2016). In conclusion for Ella’s cognitive development repetition on the correct words and pronunciation for vocabulary not by correcting her but through activities and by being a good role model. Differentiated tasks if she needs them when it comes to group activities potentially just working with her buddy until her confidence and self-esteem is raised. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]I would also observe and monitor Ella’s progress as some of the traits she is showing could be signs of Autistic Spectrum Disorder (ASD). As “the challenges that children and young people with ASD face with regards to communication skills and socialising can intensify their feelings of stress, anxiety and depression” (Wales, 2018). If Ella doesn’t make progress with the new implemented techniques, I would speak to the ALNCO in the school and arrange a consultation with Ella’s parents. 
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