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Introduction 
Most people are not aware of how computers and Internet technology are transforming the way students learn. This emerging education paradigm is often called “virtual learning,” and it has the potential to improve student achievement, educational access and schools’ cost-effectiveness. Van Beek M (2011) 
In this research, I will be talking about the impact of virtual learning on the students at University of Wales Trinity Saint David, the rationale, the objectives, the literature review, methodology,  I will be using both primary and secondary data analysis survey and also I will be concluding the essay alongside with recommendation and references to back it up.

Virtual Learning Environment
According to Dillenburg P et al (2002) ‘A virtual learning environment is a social space: educational interactions occur in the environment, turning spaces into places’  Based on a growing body of knowledge, there is little doubt that computer and communication technologies can facilitate and enhance learning if implemented in a well-structured pedagogical context. This statement is true but the reality is that it is sometimes very difficult to lean virtually because the environment is different to the four walls of the classroom in as much as I agree with the above statement, I still have some doubt about how virtual learning can help students achieve their maximum achievements because from my personal experience and the survey I have conducted among students at the university who have been studying virtually since the start of the COVID pandemic the outcome has not been 100% positive. 

The Rationale
The rationale behind this survey is to find out how virtual learning has impacted on students during the COVID 19 period where students have had to learn virtually from home. ‘Researchers and designers must understand social practices to explore and develop technological tools for such collaboration and communication’. Carlén U (2005)

The Objectives
The objectives of this research are to see how virtual learning can be improved and make it more effective and efficient for students to learn. According to Francis K (2018) objectives ‘enhance the quality of learning and teaching which meet the learning style or needs of students in order to improve the efficiency and effectiveness, improve user-accessibility and time flexibility to engage learners in the learning process’.

Literature Review
From my own experience learning virtually has not been that good for me because I am doing it in the comfort of my home around my family, I get easily distracted and disturbed all the time which makes me lose concentration and miss out on some of the things I should learn, and there is also the problem of technology regarding the loss or none connection of the internet which is always a big problem whenever it happens, on my research study suggests that students learning virtually are always hard to judge in their engagement level by the usage of virtual learning environment because some people benefit more from it than others and this is one of the reasons we conducted a survey using both primary and secondary data, research virtual learning environment is a software tool that brings together in an integrated environment, a range of resources that enable learners and staff to interact online, and includes content delivery and tracking. ‘The integration process is confronted with many challenges where technical, human and administrative challenges are central concerns’ Virkus, S (2009). Virtual learning has benefits both for the students and teachers some of the benefits for students is flexibility. This is where students can study from anywhere, they feel comfortable or at any time they are available (Jacobsen, and Kramer). 


Methodology
Gaining more use of modern technology such as the computer and other equipment that is been used in modern ICT writing understanding and presentation skills Herriot Watts(2000) The new approach to learning through the internet and online discussion forum Graham R (1999) and some of the benefits for the teachers are the increased self-study by students and teachers willing to make the commitments to technology and shearing personal views and experiences. Students teachers using online seminars can increase their participation and performance Pilkington et al (2000).
According to SW Chou (2005) Department of information management National Kaohsiung first university science of technology Taiwan. Web-based technology has a dramatic impact on learning and teaching. A framework that delineates the relationship between learner control and learning effectiveness is absent. Because of the easy accessibility of web-based technology, there has been a noticeable transformation in the learning and teaching processes. Beller  M(1998) It is claimed that with the arrival of modern technology learning has been made more accessible and easy for students to learn via the internet, in as much as it is true there are also challenges that come with it. Which I have been able to establish in my primary data survey from the survey I conducted within my colleagues at the university  there are lot of issues that are been faced by students using virtual learning especially the students that are not very good in computer. I mean the ones that are not computer literate most of this category of people are really struggling with their studies because they are beginners in usage of the modern technology and this is one of the reasons most of them are back in education. And there is this other problem of been able to understand and really get what the lecturer is teaching because most of the time people learning virtually easily get distracted because of the environment they are which are mostly their home and in their home they have their family members around them which sometimes make it very difficult to concentrate on the lessons been thought and another one is not been able to connect with their devices or there is always internet or network problems. This are some of many factors that made me think learning virtually is not as good as learning in class where you can really concentrate, listen and understand the lecturer properly and ask questions about whatever you don’t understand and in the class you can also practice and exchange opinions and ideas with your colleagues in class which will enhance your learning experience and this is why I think in class teaching is still the preferred option of many students. 











Primary Data Analysis

	Summary of data extracted from the Questionnaire: The impact of Virtual Learning Environment on the Student of UWTSD London	

	Question 1: Have you ever heard about virtual learning (such as Moodle in case of our university)? 
Number of students answering 16                      YES 16         NO  0

	Question 2 Have you used Moodle before?
Number of students answering 16                       YES   16        NO  0    

	Question 3: What do you think about virtual learning?
Num1ber of students answering 16                      OK 10              NOT OK   6

	Question 4: Is virtual learning better than in class studies?
Number of students answering   16                       BETTER 7         NOT BETTER 9

	Question 5: will you prefer virtual learning than in class studies
Number of students answering   16                         YES 5               NO 11                 

	Question 6: Do you think students are getting enough knowledge from virtual learning
Number of students answering 16         YES, THEY ARE 5         NO THEY ARE NOT 11

	Question 7: on a scale of 1-10 can you rate how good virtual learning is
Number of students answering 16             1-5 GOOD                5-10 NOT GOOD

	Question 8: on a scale of 1-10 will you recommend virtual learning to a friend or family. (1). Not at all. and. (10) most likely
Number of students answering 16                   NOT AT ALL 12         MOST LIKELY 4





The Secondary Data Analysis
The survey conducted suggests that most people believe virtual learning is the feature of education because more and more people are embracing virtual learning and it is been introduced in most academic sectors all over the world. Although it is believed to be the feature of education all over the world. According to Crossman A (2019) ‘many researchers collect new data for analytic purposes, but many others rely on secondary data in order to conduct a new study’. It is really transforming the way students and lectures connect and deliver lessons and papers for the purpose of learning and gaining knowledge which has been very helpful in terms of simplicity and easy access to the world of education globally 















Conclusion/Recommendation
Although most of the arguments emphasized the value of studying virtually they fail in some cases to acknowledge the disadvantages that come with it and this is why in my data collection I have been very honest and straightforward with the outcome and results of my data. I have been very honest while conducting my survey among students in my university that has been using virtual learning since the outbreak of the COVID 19. ‘E‐learning is not just a change of technology. It is part of a redefinition of how we as a species transmit knowledge, skills, and values to younger generations of workers and students’ Horton W (2011). The survey was carried out in compliance with the ethics of research and with the authority of the university. All participant’s data has been kept private and only used for this survey alone. In conclusion from what I found out during the conduct of my primary and secondary data I found out from the primary data which was carried out by my self without relying on any third party that most users of the virtual learning technology do really encounter some difficulties in the cause of their studies which I have highlighted in the primary data collection. Whereas in the secondary data collection which is not very reliable to me, it only emphasized on the advantages of the virtual learning environment as been the feature of education and been easily accessible for almost everyone with the advent of internet and technology, it did not really show the disadvantages and problems associated with the virtual learning experience of many students. But my opinion recommendation is that virtual learning environment is good when properly delivered and used in a very good environment where students can learn and be able to concentrate and learn very well. 
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