Critically discuss and evaluate the statement that “Education is compulsory but not in school.”

This essay will contain a thorough examination on the statement: Education is compulsory, but not in school. In education there are many different educational and theoretical approaches to which concludes what education is appropriate enough to be received by children. To fully evaluate and critically this statement, one would not only have to observe the relevance recent initiatives and schools have in providing education to children, to examine how these entities can challenge or change the status quo. Firstly, the history and origin of education will be assessed to observe why, and for what purpose schools were established, and if the meaning for them has changed or stayed anchored to its origin. The word ‘Education’ will also be describing to decide what constitutes as education, and what forms it is provided in. This essay will include governmental policies and regulations, initiatives that schools have taken or is being employed in and outside of schools, statistics from the government and other relevant sources. It will also use the appropriate theorists, and news to prove that “education” and “school” are determinedly linked together and cannot be separated and how the current education system has affected society. 
Education is one of the most powerful weapons that one can have in this world, the meaning of education to some should not be limited to acquiring knowledge within a school. In the Oxford dictionary the definition of school, nay the definition of education seems to have merged together through the years. The original definition of school: before it held the meaning it does today, derives from ‘shoal; a large number of people or things’
 and upon investigation to the lateral meaning of education, it seems that the need for schooling is deeply embedded into its meaning. Suggesting that these two entities, cannot be separated by function. If this is the case does this mean that the EOTAS (education other than at school) would in-fact by definition be a school: the very thing it is arguably trying to stray from?
The origin of schools introduction in Britain is said to stem from the invasion of Roman occupation and introduced in AD78 in order to ‘Romanise the sons of native chieftains’
 there was also evidence of a three-tier institution system installed, through the times this limited to a tiny minority of the populace. However, the first evidence of schooling was when St Augustine arrived in England establishing ‘two types of school: the grammar school to teach Latin to English priests, and the song school where the 'sons of gentlefolk' were trained to sing in cathedral choirs’
- limited only to men and boys. Until the 19th Century, schools that were instilled into society were mostly faith and grammar schools, there was development of higher education these were used to work together with the state and church. During the establishment corporal punishment was avidly practiced to within schools; where the physical punishment varied to the degree of misconduct, and how the teacher feels on a specific day. During the Industrial revolution education was purpose shifted to train people for factory life ‘the powerful group which promoted education in terms of training and disciplining the poor as workers and citizens.’ Corporal punishment through the ages has played a large role in the schooling of children to control unruly behaviour and those who do not easily conform. The previous statements agree greatly to almost all of John Gattos’ 7 lessons of a schoolteacher.
During Gattos debate on what schools are, and what they provide for children. Analysing closely the three lessons: Class position, Provisional Self-esteem, and Intellectual dependency. He states that these particular lessons are designed to destroy the identity and the independence of children slowly turning them into what could be said as robots: following orders without question to respectfully establish an orderly society. Similarly, this theory sounds incredibly close to the episodes that black mirror produces such as: Nosedive, and Bandersnatch both of these episodes show closely an intertwined link between the government and populace. The theory has also appeared through the ages, it happened in USA with the LSD mind-control scheme, Germany by the means of Nazi invasion, the Soviet Union, and now it seems to have made a large appearance in China. In 2020 China plan to have successfully implemented behaviour controlling ways by monitoring citizens, scoring them on how well or poor they behave.
 B.F. Skinner (1938)
 and a famous Chinese philosopher called XunZi (230BCE)
  both believe in the conditioning of people; that we as primary and secondary carers can teach people to be good. So, if any 
government are able to implement- and produce a good society through severe surveillance then the progress towards the educational system we have made for example The Human Rights Act 1998 will all be made redundant.
Recently, there has been a vast rise in the provision of EOTAS (Education other than at school) and AEP (Alternation Education Provision). Both of these schemes are used to education children who have ‘social, emotional, behavioural, medical or who have been suspended, expelled, or disengaged from their school.’
 It provides an environment where children can feel safe, and valid. Considering the varieties of educational settings outside of school, how are we to identify what setting is accounted to be an EOTAS setting? And is EOTAS limited to children who have challenging circumstances, or would it also include those who are seekers of education that deviates away from the rigid lesson’s schools provide? 
Building upon this, several theorists from the Association Pikler-Lóczy Hungary have constructed a variety of different principles to uphold proper care and nurture for infants- most attitudes can also relate to the teaching of children and young adults.
 Arguably, it can be said that EOTAS education was formed to fill the gap in-between the care that school are too stressed to provide. Charities like Sure Start intervein and work with schools to ensure provisions of the up-most care are provided to children, families and support to practitioners.
 Even though, this is a government led scheme, there are many similar charities to Sure Start which help school enhance basic nurturing. If this is to be true: school cannot provide basic nurturing, then this would evidently be the reason why more people have opted to participate their children in EOTAS settings. 
Britain currently is one of the countries that reside under the UN (United Nations) umbrella, and with this they also embrace the principles of it. One of the relevant policies that the UN actively celebrates is that every child is within their right to receive education. This does not explicitly suggest that education must reside in schools however, with the sanctions that the government uphold on parents; such as fining their children when they do not attend school, can suggest that children do not have a right to education, rather they are enforced to attend school or risk punishment upon their family. These reasons could be why in recent years there is a rise in home-schools, the elective home education argues that ‘in England, educations compulsory, but school is not.’

The rise in home-schooling emerged in the 1970s and is now considered to be the fastest growing form of education in the UK.
 Many parents are opting to educate their children within the home and in 2016-17 this had raised by 34,000 from the previous year totalling at 48,000
. During 2017-18 a governmental study had found that ‘3.4 out of every 1,000 pupils received their main education other than at school’
. However, from the term “home-schooling”, rather than the traditional establishment of a school where children gather by the masses to receive education, it can be viewed that the  home becomes that child’s schooling establishment. Although as previously mentioned, this cannot be the case as schools or schooling refers to an establishment where many children are gathered together for education. When observing the elective home education: guideline for local authorities’ documentation on the rights on parents home-schooling their children, you notice that they constantly refer the home-schooling as home-education. The reason for this may be that it helps to differentiate between the laws that parents are bound while their children attend school, in comparison to home-schooling them. 
Today’s schools have a strict regime to follow when it comes to caring for children, there are many policies and procedures that stem from various legislation that must be followed. However, with paperwork overload and school funding stress, evidentially results in schools not being able to properly care for their student’s education.

‘The National Education Union’s school cuts campaign has made funding a significant national issue. The Government has cut £2.8bn from England’s schools. Your campaigning won back £1.3bn but schools are still £2bn a year worse off than they were two years ago. 17,942 schools are having their funding cut.’
 
According to the DfE’s own figures, more than 2,000 children in England with special educational needs and disabilities (SEND) have no education provision at all.

From the establishment of the Education Act 1902 local governing authorities were responsible to set up LEA (Local Education Authority) committee. The Education Act 1902 gave county councils and county boroughs authority as a local education governing body.
 The LEA is responsible for enforcing punishment to parents whose children do not properly attend school, ensuring a maintained standard to school provisions, and fairly distributing school funds. The legislation was introduced to deliver free education to children and the create the provision of a standard level of education, the Education Act was then reformed in 2004 to enhance the rights of SEN children, ensuring that schools make adequate and efficient provisions for additional support as required by the child or young person.
 As a result the EIP (Education Improvement Partnerships) was developed. The EIP was constructed as a 5-year strategy by the government to unify and give deeper meaning to the belief of an efficient collaboration between schools and the local government. The EIP objectives was to raise attainment, behaviour and attendance in partnership schools; personalise provisions for children and young people; contribute to ongoing staff professional development; and deliver on the five Every Child Matters outcome.
 Every Child Matters (ECM) scheme was introduced five outcomes to demonstrate what children needed to obtain to achieve in life.

Be healthy, Stay safe, Enjoy and achieve, Make a positive contribution and Achieve economic Wellbeing.
 These are the outcomes produced by ECM, this scheme also established a new working atmosphere and encouraged participation between agencies to safeguard children, this scheme meticulously shadowed Maslows’ theory on Hierarchy of Needs 1909-70. He organised 4 essential needs from: Physical, Emotional, Social and Intellectual  before children are able to realise their full potential.
 Early year practitioners, under the guidance of the EYFS (Early Years Foundation Stage) use this theory to plan lessons and care to children as the. 
Home-schooling is formally referred as the Elective home Education (EHE), EHE is used to define parents choosing to teach their children in a home setting rather than formalised schooling. EHE is the involvement where parents or people interact together to exchange information, to provide adequate teaching to children through the means of EHE, parent have the ability to involve those outside of school setting, who by law, those who many not be wholly qualified to teach- tutors without a qualified teaching status. Families are only required to show that the teaching body holds suitable qualifications in their field of teaching. There are countless reasons why parents are for teaching the children through the means of EHE a few identified by a consultation draft: Guideline for Local Education Authorities on EHE are as follows; Distance or access to a local school, Religious or cultural beliefs, Philosophical or ideological views, Dissatisfaction with the system, As a short-term intervention for a particular reason, and a child's unwillingness or inability to go to school.
 The main interest LEA have towards EHE is that all the requirements set by law, are being met by parents. If the necessary education is not met, as a result, LEA are able to enforce families to enrol their children in formal schooling. 
On the first contact families have with LEA when deciding to home-education children, they are required to inform schools their motive to de-register the children from school. Although, parents are not legally obliged to inform LEA what the reasons are. While withdrawing the child from school and registering them for EHE, parents have to submit a proposal form of their intentions, and how they plan to provide a respectable rate of education to their children. Inconsideration to the length of time children are vital to study at home, the LEA states that there is no specific set hour that parents are obliged to follow, but as children in school normally spend between 22 and 25 hours working at school each week,
 families must follow suit and supply a minimum of 22-24 hours per week on activities. They also must keep record of the activities and time completed symmetrically so when they are visited by a body from LEA, they are able to effectively identify what educational activities have been provided and are able to make a record whether parents are completing the mandatory study time frame. As there is no set syllabus to EHE, families are able to supply whatever educational lessons they wish, only if they follow the essential national curriculum subjects.
EOTAS schools have a special relationship with Special Educational Needs (SEN) children where they developed their own code of practice in 2015 following the four broad areas: Communication and Interaction, Cognition and Learning, Social, Mental and Emotional Health, and Sensory and/ or Physical.
 There are many schools that are specifically made to target SEN children who need extra help and care and are not able to properly function in school. This is not just limited to those who have visible disabilities, it also considers children who have unseen disadvantages compared to those who are able to function efficiently without the need of additional support or those who are yet to be allocated a school place. In order to determine those who, need a specialised school by any means, they need first need to be viewed by an authorised person and obtain what is called: A Pupil Referral Unit (PRU). The PRU also considers and offers placement to those who still seek education through difficult circumstances and background difficulties this can include: Suffering from medical conditions, Teenage mothers, Pregnant teenagers.
 When attending a EOTAS setting, the school has to compile and complete a statement of provisions form, these are used to determine what factors has forced the child to seek out alternative education. It also sets guidance to demonstrate how the child will be receiving education by a 12-month period. However, the process of this form can take up to six months to complete, if a parent is completing this form with the child is in school, the school are obliged through LEA to provide additional care to the child without qualms.

As mentioned early, Gatto believed that schools killed not only the individuality of children but to also create radicalised beings who simply conform. John Holt also agreed with Gatto, Holt created many different theories on how children have an innate curiosity to explore and experiment with their surrounding environment. One of Holt’s argument was that ever though he agrees that: there are pieces of knowledge and particular skills that may be useful and convenient for everyone, but not entirely essential.
 He argues that there are many people who manage efficiently through life even though they can be incompetent in basic computer skills and communication skills. Although, Holt in comparison to Gatto, had placed more importance towards the traditional style of teaching children, even if this meant that he believed in retrospect that children’s creativity was dampened. Holt was against the punishment of children when learning and encouraged practitioners to not: abandon all traditional instruction and classroom procedures
 but to instead, adapt their way and worldly view on teaching by aiding children through the provision of: self-initiated activities to encourage better adaption to the different learning styles of students.

As a result, schools in recent years, have adapted an open-source learning approach when planning lessons and teaching children. With the increasing opportunities and incentives for children to learn different skills outside of normal curricular activities, open-source learning is steadily being introduced in schools to encourage children to venture outside the comfort zone, have an awareness for their surroundings and the community. Schools also use this as a means to involve the children interests in the school sphere to encourage further engagement and create new experiences. These activities often vary from things that are affecting children around their immediate surroundings to teaching them about that more concerning factors which are happening currently in society. Children in Greenfield nursery School teamed with Wimbledon College of Arts, UAL explored images of famous walls, and explored the making of dry-stone walling, cave painting, contemporise street art and graffiti techniques. Regeneration project – building community housing, which resulted to them constructing a full wall which was decorated with their pictures and drawings.
 
According to the teaching philosophy of Paulo Freire, 1980 education is a deeply moral, political and civic practice for freedom.
 He believed that teaching became a way in taming students, deskilling them and removing their control over their learning. However, when schools encourage open-source learning they are reforming previous educational theories and making them redundant. This is because, many of the theories involved the idea that school destroy creativity and demotivates students- one can say that any structured educational practice has the ability to cause the same damage to children as school. Freire argued that by practicing education, it must be used to adapt and expand the democratic capacities for educational freedom to encourage the enhancement and nourish unfulfilled learning potential. 

The focus between student – teacher interaction is also a pinnacle point to Freires’ study. He claims that the initial introduction between them will narrate their future relationship and relations. As mentioned earlier, schools were originally built to train the mass for factory work. Even now, in school practitioners are too focused in ensuring that every subject and topic in the syllabus is taught that they tend to ‘overfill’ students with information Freire refers to this as banking. He states that education- regardless of establishment, becomes an act of depositing. Freire calls students’ depositaries in this situation, and teacher being the depositor Instead of communicating, the teacher issues communiqués and ‘makes deposits’ which the students patiently receive, memorize and repeat. This is the ‘banking’ concept of education, in which the scope of action allowed to the students only as far as receiving, filing, and storing the deposits.
 He also warns that by doing this, it can cause children to become unable to seek knowledge elsewhere through fear of being unable to grasp concepts and skills by themselves- creating a shortage of skilled players in the workforce.

In 2015 “Confederation of British Industry (CBI) reported earlier this month that a lack of high quality apprenticeships is exacerbating numeracy and literacy problems, creating an unskilled workforce”
 this could be the result- as Freire mentioned, of numerous year of meticulously rigid teaching restrictions. Basic Maths and English skills were among others identified as an area potential employees- school leavers lack. This also includes the areas which, in recent years has been gaining more attention to in schools: communication, self-management, team-working, It could be argued that with the cause of this could be because of the rise in home-schooling: as home-schooling rises, skills set decrease. While still developing, children from an early age are encouraged to participate with other students, challenge views and test boundaries through self-initiated tasks. Suggesting that all educational settings are not effectively achieving this outcome, restricting the growth of student signifying that pedagogy strategies need further observation and improvement.
There are also a variety of other schooling methods which schools and EHE use, for example, forest schools, beach schools. Formal school setting also use those settings as a means for school trips and activities. The integration of these activities can help to create greater social awareness and consciousness in children- this can also include the provision of afterschool clubs with teachers or external practitioners. The benefit of teachers having an interaction with children outside a classroom setting can help them greater understand the attitudes and behavioural outcomes of the students they are teaching. Allowing them to create lessons that can be designed to target and challenge behaviours and opinions which are deemed inappropriate, to establish better social understanding- equality and diversity, as well as providing children a safe environment where they can challenge their opinions and difficult behaviours to overcome prejudices.
Much like Englands EYFS, under the Childrens Act 2004, Wales produced seven core aims to help children achieve these being: Have a flying start in life, Have a comprehensive range of education and learning opportunities, Enjoy the best possible health and are free from abuse, victimisation and exploitation, Have access to play, leisure, sporting and cultural activities, Are listened to, treated with respect, and have their race and cultural identity recognised, Have a safe home and a community which supports physical and emotional wellbeing, Are not disadvantaged by poverty.
 The EYFS and Seven core aims both identify the need of establishing good understanding of those who are from different backgrounds, or who are different to them, still need and deserve to be treated fairly and equally. By being in an EOTAS, specifically home-schooling. It is hard the ensure that children are being educated on the fair treatment of other people. Unlike schools, parents are not required to teach their children about the differences in people to their children, resulting in the possibility that the children then in term: develop similar ignorant behaviours and hold a very narrow-minded view on the acceptability of others. Schools are designed to challenge those behaviours to encourage critical thinking, however, if someone who has parents from a strong religious, they may fail to receive these lessons.

Recently in the news, there has been progress in the integration of the involvement of nursery children interacting with people in homes. In 2017, the first care home-nursery had opened in the UK. Similarly, there have been many TV shows which show further involvement of smaller children with people in care-homes. Channel 4’s show: Old People’s Home for 4 Year Olds is a two-part documentary to show the impact of a pre-school class interacting with a group of older people.
 The documentary follows a  independent Jewish school called Apple and Honey who actively encourage their children to interact with the older residents, noting that both the student and residents had often forgotten their limitations, and was encouraged to challenge their abilities when completing a task. They also noted how the interaction had not only improved the emotional wellbeing of the residents, it had also respectfully help encourage children’s social capabilities and emotional well-being of the students. Vygotsky (1896-1934) was a firm believer that children developed socially and from the help of others. By this school giving a child a chance to interact with the residents within the home, they are enabling Vygotsky Social Development Theory. This is because the elder people are able to pass down their knowledge and skills to children, facilitating a style of learning they may not receive during school, and also giving children a chance to become to facilitate their own learning.

In terms of providing social mobility and flexibility in students, schools are better equipped than EHE. This is because, in schools, children are forced to face diversity to challenge social norms whereas within an EHE setting, parents are able to control who has contact with their child, and what they learn about other people and cultures. Following this EOTAS settings may also not efficiently be able to confront a child’s challenging opinions like a school, this would be dependant as to why the child was in a EOTAS setting. In 2019 , Ofsted announced that schools should teach students about same-sex couples. However, in Birmingham there was a school which face a huge backlash and protest from religious parents who refused to allow their children to be taught about the LGBTQ. The parents argued that the lessons contradicted their faith and instil unholy thought into their head, but when asked, Ofsted chief inspector Amanda Spielman mentioned: “It's about making sure that children who do happen to realise that they themselves may not fit a conventional pattern know that they're not bad or ill.”
 But, some parents had still reacted poorly and have even withdrawn their child from the school. This shows that if left for parents to decide, a child would receive a biased education and could possibly not be able to become a functional member of society with strong unfair views. According to other Social Learning Theorists, one learns behaviours from observation and imitating other people. Skinner, 1938
 and Bandura, 1977
 both believed that children learned through the imitation of adults. Skinner created the theory of operant condition rewarding children for good behaviour, basing her theory around adult – child interaction whereas  Bandura constructed his view that children learn through observation from a BOBO doll experiment. So, if children are actively learning- socially from their parents and families regardless of the relationship that they have with practitioners the political correctness that they teach could essentially become obsolete.
In conclusion, to successfully education children, one has to ensure that the children are learning the fundamental skills to safeguard a good quality of like when they eventually graduate and join the workforce. By being able to provide good quality education children should respectfully become independent thinkers, and seekers of further education. EOTAS settings are installed to ensure that every child has a fair chance to education, however, some students are bound to not be able to fully access education by the means of funding cuts. When comparing educational provisions in schools to EHE and other EOTAS settings, one can say that schools are more efficient in providing education as students in mainstream schools have already conformed to the teaching practices. To further change attitudes to schools there needs to be more reformations- decreasing paperwork load, enhancing schools’ provisions by increasing fund spending, fashioning a new style curriculum adapting it to current times. There should also be a greater focus on the concerns that parents have while their children are attending school. Among the reasons of home-schooling was: bullying. No one is immune to experiencing bullying whether it is in school, or at work, but to target parental concerns and encourage them to send their children to school, more preconditions should be installed to prevent it. Even if education and schools are essentially one being, with the increasing numbers of home-schooled children, we could potentially see that schools: in the future would become dated. 
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