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Case Study on the Dynamics of Muslim Interfaith and Intercultural Exchanges and Development in Taiwan during the Latest Sixty to Seventy Years
 
Abstract
Taiwanese Muslims consist of two major migratory systems. The first system is the Muslim groups that migrated from the mainland China to Taiwan and their descendants. They came to Taiwan during different periods. The first period of migration was in mid-seventeen century, the second period of migration in 1949 and the 1950s, and the third period of migration in the 1980s. These Muslims have a cultural dynamic that mixes Islamic tradition with the Chinese traditions of Confucianism, Buddhism and Taoism. They are the Sinicized Chinese Muslims or are called Hui Muslims. 

The second system comprise the Muslims from the Middle East, South Asia, Southeast Asia, and Africa. They came for short-term stays or long-term settlement or permanent residence and have settled down through marriage, work or business since the 1990s. These two systems form the multicultural and multi-ethnic Islamic community in Taiwan.

So far, Taiwan’s permanent Muslim residents, including some local Taiwanese who convert to Islam, have reached more than 60,000 people (Bao 2014, Islam and Muslims in Taiwan). This accounts for around 0.2 percent of the Taiwan's total population of 23.5 million. Most of them are Sunni Muslims and only few from Iran are Shiite Muslims. But there are also more than 200,000 foreign Muslim workers with temporary residence status. They come to Taiwan in waves, one after another, and they have also become part of the Muslim community in Taiwan. 

Hence, the structure of the Muslim community in Taiwan has gradually changed from majority of Hui Muslim to a multi-symbiosis Muslim group with various backgrounds. The Islamic belief has united various Muslims from different ethnic groups and established a common identity. The essay plans to discuss the change, development and intercultural and interfaith exchange of the Islamic community in Taiwan during the latest 60-70 years in historical and anthropological perspectives. 

Introduction
There are twenty two major religious categories in Taiwan according to statistics of the Ministry of the Interior (MOI) of the Republic of China (ROC Taiwan) in 2017, including Buddhism, Taoism, Judaism, Islam and Christianity (comprising Catholic, Orthodox and other Christian denominations).

According to the ‘List of Important Statistics of the Republic of China’ in 2019, the ROC government estimates that Taiwan's total population is about 23.58 million with a land area of 36,000 square kilometers. A comprehensive survey conducted by the Religious Affairs Section of the Ministry of the Interior (MOI) in 2005 showed that about 35% of the population in Taiwan recognized themselves as Buddhists, around 33 percent considered themselves Daoists (Taoists), 2.6 percent claimed themselves as Protestants, 1.3 percent Roman Catholics and 0.2 percent Sunni Muslims (AIT 2006, Section I. Religious Demography). Approximate 70 percent of indigenous population (co. 500,000 people) in Taiwan is Christian (AIT 2006). Although the Ministry of the Interior has not followed up on the religious population since then, the MOI has indicated that for the most part, this statistic data has remained unchanged. The majority of people in Taiwan are either Buddhists or Taoists or adherents of folk belief system. Most Taiwanese residents hold diffusive beliefs, a complex belief landscape that combines the ideas on the universe of yin and yang, the worship of ancestry and the philosophy of Confucianism, Buddhism, and Daoism. Muslims in Taiwan are a minority of total population. 

A brief introduction of the origin of the first system starts from here. Those who believe in Islam are called Muslims, and in China they are called Hui Muslims. ‘Hui’ refers to the Hui ethnic group who are descendants of Huihe or Huihu people of the Tang Dynasty (618-907 CE) (Chao and Chang 2019, p. 7). Most of them are Islamic adherents. According to the 2010 statistics of the People’s Republic of China (PRC), China has over 20 million Muslims. Hui Muslims account for nearly 50 percent of total Muslim population becoming the largest Muslim group in China. Islam has a history of about 1,400 years in China, and it was transmitted to China in the 7th century (618 CE in Tang Dynasty). The earliest Muslims who came to China were mainly Arab and Persian traders who engaged in business and trade. During the Tang, Song (960-1279 CE) and Yuan (1271-1368 CE) Dynasties, the Muslims still retained their original culture and living habits, and the influence of localization was not deep. Until the Ming Dynasty (1368-1644 CE), under the compulsory policy of Emperor Taizu, Zhu Yuanzhang (1328-1398 CE), Muslims started to have Chinese surnames, speak Chinese, wear Chinese costumes (Hanfu) and marry Han Chinese. They then integrated into Han Chinese society and were given the names of Hui Jiaotu in Chinese—Hui Muslims—Chinese Muslims.

The development of Islam in Taiwan dates back to the late Ming and early Qing (1636-1911 CE) dynasties. In 1661, Zheng Cheng-kung’s (1624-1662 CE) army crossed the sea to Taiwan and drove away the Dutch forces. He took Taiwan as the base for the aspiration of returning to the Mainland of China to restore the Ming Dynasty. At that time, some Muslim soldiers from Fujian Province of China followed the army of Zheng Cheng-kung (also known as Koxinga in Dutch) moved to Taiwan. These soldiers brought with their families settled in Taiwan becoming the earliest Muslims in Taiwan. In 1683, Shi Lang (1621-1696 CE) of Qing Dynasty seized Taiwan, and some Muslims came with the army to settle in the western areas of Taiwan. These are the first wave of Muslim migration to Taiwan.

Most of these Muslim descendants were scattered in the towns on the western coast of Taiwan, such as Lukang and Changhua in the midwest coastal area of Taiwan, and Keelung, Suao, and Tamsui in the northwest coastal area of Taiwan. They mainly made their lliving from fishing and were the earliest Muslims in Taiwan. They even built a mosque in Lukang that copied the likeness of the Quanzhou Mosque in Fujian Province of China. However, because of the distance barrier, the Muslims who came to Taiwan gradually failed to keep in touch with the Muslims in China and the Islamic world. There was also a lack of talented people who could promote Islam. Being a minority in Taiwan, they gradually assimilated with the Chinese traditions of the ethnic Hans in Qing dynasty. The mosque in Lukang is now no longer in existence.

In addition, the Japanese colonial occupation of Taiwan from 1895 to 1945 cut off religious and cultural exchanges between Taiwan and Mainland China, and the Iman who presided over religious rituals had difficulty in entering Taiwan. This eventually led to the localization of these local Muslims. They integrated with traditional Chinese culture and religions. The outcome was that their spoken language and living habits were not much different from most Han Chinese’s. Though their descendants still retain some Islamic-style culture such as no worshipping idols, no raising of pigs or consuming of pork on specific days, nor cremation during funeral rites and even placing the Quran in Arabic wrapped in yellow cloth on the ancestral shrines, they are unable to read the Quran or understand the meanings of these traditions.

The revival and development of Islam in Taiwan during the period of the Republic of China

The tradition of having the Imam from the Mainland China to Taiwan ended around in 1922 but was resumed in 1948. Around 1950s, many Muslims came to Taiwan. 

The second wave of Muslim migration started in 1949. More than 20,000 Muslims with their families followed the Nationalist Government of ROC led by Chiang Kai-shek 蔣介石(1887-1975 CE) to move to Taiwan. Their head leaders were distinguished Muslims,   General Bai Chongxi白崇禧(1893-1966 CE) and Ma Bufang馬步芳 (1903-1975 CE). Most of them were soldiers, civil servants and teachers. They were from Islamic populated provinces in the northwestern and southern areas of China, such as Gansu, Ningxia, Xinjiang and Yunnan. Most of the migrants settled around Taipei and Kaohsiung of Taiwan. They built the Taipei Grand Mosque in 1947 and other mosques such as Kaohsiung Mosque in 1949, Taipei Cultural Mosque in 1950, and Taichung Mosque in 1951.

From 1953 to1960, Yunnan-based Chinese Muslims accompanying with two withdrawals of troops including soldiers and their families and refugees about 11,000 people migrated from Myanmar and Thailand to Taiwan (Yu 2019, p. 12). They mainly settled in Zhongli (Chungli) District of Taoyuan where they established the Long Gang Mosque in 1964 (Yu 2019, p. 411), and other towns.   
 
There was another wave of movement in the 1980s. A group of Yunnan-originated overseas Chinese Muslims who lived in Myanmar and Thailand migrated to Taiwan because of the blossoming of Taiwan’s economy and the poor living conditions of Chinese diaspora in Myanmar and Thailand. They came to Taiwan for further studies or to be near their relatives or to search for better opportunities (Yu 2019, p. 410). They settled mainly in Myanmar Street at the Zhonghe District of New Taipei City, the Chungli District of Taoyuan and other towns. Meanwhile, in 1983, Kaohsiung Muslims planned to build Tainan Mosque to serve Muslims in Tainan area. After ten years of fundraising, the construction of the Tainan Mosque began in 1993 (Hsu 2019, pp. 226-227).

Before 1990, the majority of Muslims in Taiwan were Chinese Muslims that belonged to the first migratory system. These Muslim residents settled mainly in Taipei, Taoyuan, Taichung and Kaohsiung. According to statistics of MOI in 1991, there were about 52,000 Chinese Muslims in Taiwan (Lin 2014, p.18). After 1990, the Taiwan Muslim community embraced the second migratory system, which brought the fourth wave of Islamic migration.    

The fourth wave of migration comprised the foreign Muslims who came to Taiwan mainly from five areas including the Central Asia, South Asia (Pakistan, India, Bangladesh, Sri Lanka and Myanmar), Southeast Asia (Indonesia, Malaysia, Philippines and Brunei), the Middle East (Arab countries, Turkey, and Iran), and Africa. After the ROC Government lifted restrictions in 1987, Taiwan has been becoming a multicultural and multi-faith welcoming country that attracts people from different corners of the world to come to Taiwan for study, work, run business, or to get married. It also attracts more migrant workers to answer the shortage of manpower. 

According to statistic data of the MOI of the ROC in 2017-2018, the population of foreign Muslims in Taiwan is approximately between 280,000 and 330,000 (Bao 2019, p. 469). Muslims from the Southeast Asian region comprise of over 99 percent of the population of foreign Muslims in Taiwan. Among them, Indonesian Muslims are the large majority. There are about 270,000 migrant workers from Indonesia who engage in construction, fishery, housekeeping, and caregiving for the elderly and other patients. There are over 170,000 female Indonesian workers engaging in family caregiving (Bao 2019, p. 476). According to the statistics of the Ministry of Education of the ROC, there are over 6,000 Indonesia students who study in Taiwan for postgraduate degrees (Bao 2019, p. 470). Most of these students are Muslims and have received scholarships from the ROC Government and the local corporates. There are approximately 250 Turkish Muslims (Bao 2019, p. 471) and 300 Pakistan Muslims (Bao 2019, p. 474). The following is the table for the composition for the population of the foreign Muslims in Taiwan. This table does not include the migration from China: 

Table 1: Composition and Statistical Estimation of Foreign Muslims’ Population in Taiwan在台灣的外國穆斯林人口組成與統計估算 (Bao 2019, p. 469)
	Areas
	Population (at least)
	Percentage

	Southeast Asia
	280,000        
	99.61%

	The Middle East
	550        
	 0.20%

	South Asia
	300        
	 0.11%

	Africa
	200        
	 0.07%

	Central Asia
	50        
	 0.02%

	Total
	281,100        
	 100%



More foreign Muslims to come, the six established mosques are not able to afford the need. Two more mosques were built. They are the At-Taqwa Mosque in Dayuan District of Taoyuan City and the An-Nur Tongkang Mosque in Pingtung. These two newly built mosques provide services mainly for Indonesian Muslims. Both have Indonesian names, namely Masjid At-Taqwa and Masjid An-Nur Tongkang, and these are displayed prominently at the entrances. 

Figure 1  Photos taken from https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_mosques_in_Taiwan
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The other six mosques display their names mainly in Chinese. This change in signage shows a historical watershed that Taiwan Muslim community has transmitted from a Chinese Muslim community to a multi-ethnic Muslim community.

Take the Taipei Grand Mosque, for example. In 1987, the religious gathering were mostly Chinese Muslims with only few foreign Muslims. But after 20 years, local Muslims are less than 10 percent of the congregation and most attendees are foreign Muslims (Su 2002, p. 131). Chinese Muslims inherit the Islamic tradition and combine them with the elements of Chinese culture. They apply the teachings of Confucianism, Buddhism and Daoism to explain ‘The Five Pillars of Islam’. Foreign Muslims practice the ‘Five Pillars’ according to the traditions of their native countries. 

There are several Islamic organizations in Taiwan that provide different functions for the pluralistic Muslim community in Taiwan. They are Chinese Muslim Association中國回教協會(CMA,1938), Chinese Muslim Youth League中國回教青年會(1949), Chinese Islamic Cultural and Educational Foundation中國回教文化教育基金會(CICEF, 1976), Keluarga Muslim Indonesia di Taiwan台灣印尼穆斯林之家 (KMIT, 2007), Taiwan Halal Integrity Development Association台灣清真產業品質保證推廣協會 (THIDA, 2011), Islamic Association of Taiwan, IAT (台灣伊斯蘭協會 2016), Taiwan Muslim Association臺灣輔導穆斯林協會(TMA, 2016) and other Islamic organizations (Bao 2019, pp. 488-489).

Interfaith exchange by Intermarriage 

Most Pakistani Muslims engage in trade and food catering in Taiwan. They speak the local language and marry local women. Many of them have acquired Taiwan citizenships by marrying Taiwanese women. They are becoming an increasing minority in Taiwan.

Marriage is a quick way to assimilate two different traditions. According to the Statistics of the National Immigration Agency of the MOI of the ROC, from January 1987 to December 2018, the total number of new immigrants through marriage in Taiwan reached 543,807. In the past 30 years, the number of new residents from China (Mainland China, Hong Kong and Macao) constitute the largest percentage (66.1%), followed by Vietnam (19.34%) and Indonesia (5.52%) (EY 2019a).

However, the spouses from Indonesia are not all Muslims. Many of them are Chinese Indonesians. According to Retno Widyastuti’s thesis, there are Indonesian Muslims, mainly female workers, married to Taiwanese residents. Through marriage, they become new residents in Taiwan and most of their Taiwanese spouses convert to Muslims. For example, a Taiwanese Taoist married a female Indonesian Muslim, and later he became a sincere Muslim. There are some Indonesian Muslim workers married to local Iman or local Muslims to become a good Muslim couple. But some female Muslim workers after marrying to local Taiwanese residents convert to Chinese traditional religions and follow their husband’s family traditions. The interfaith and intercultural exchange in Muslim-Chinese intermarriages is a pull between Islamization and Sinicization. Hence, the number of Muslim couples between Indonesians and Taiwanese is not as many as the intermarriage between Pakistanis and Taiwanese (Retno 2015, pp.61-62). There are also intermarriages between Moroccan Muslims and Taiwanese, Turkishs and Taiwanese, and Indians and Taiwanese. Such intermarriages number only a few. 

Interfaith activities

The Chinese Muslim Association (CMA), located at the Taipei Grand Mosque, plays an important role in participating the interfaith activities. The CMA assisted the ROC 
Government in receiving very important guests at the Taipei Grand Mosque over the years. They have included such people as Mohammad Reza Shah Pahlavi (1919-1980 CE), the last Shah of Iran, Adnan Menderes(1899-1961 CE),Turkish Prime Minister, King Hussein of Jordan(1935–1999 CE) and King Faisal of Saudi Arabia (1906 - 1975 CE). They contributed greatly to the ROC Government in facilitating diplomatic connections and cultural exchanges with Islamic countries. Many young Muslims were encouraged to study at World’s famous Islamic Universities such as Al-Azhar University, Islamic University in Madinah and Muhammad Ali Sanousi Islamic University to learn Arabic and Islamic laws and teachings during 1960s to 1970s. The main goal was to carry on Islamic education and to train the Islamic religious teachers.

The CMA issued the journal Islam in China, which is the main publication by the Hui Muslims in Taiwan, to introduce Islam. It was first published in 1952. It is now a bi-monthly magazine. The CMA is also one of the major members of the Taiwan Conference on Religion and Peace (TCPR) to participate in interfaith activities. In 2001, the CMA hosted the "Religious Interview" at the Taipei Grand Mosque. More than 50 religious groups, including Catholicism, Protestantism, Buddhism, Taoism, Tien Ti Chiao, I-Kuan Tao, Tien Te Chiao have participated in the promotion of religious exchanges and cooperation. 
Iman Ma Hsiao-chi of the mosque introduced basic Islamic teachings to people of other faiths through the activities organized by the TCPR. In the same year the CMA co-organized with the World Assembly of Muslim Youth to hold the Summer Muslim Youth Camp for young Muslims to interact with one another and to learn more about Islam.

The CMA hold lectures on Islamic culture, symposiums, etc., so that Muslims can more correctly understand Islamic teachings; open mosques to let more people understand Islamic culture; run classes to let a new generation of Muslims believe in Islam through learning and comprehension; hold various festivals, such as the Taipei Grand Mosque to celebrate Eid al-Fitr festival for marking the end of the fast of Ramadan in 2001 that attracting thousands of Muslims; and actively participate in international Muslim conferences.

In 2014 National Taiwan Museum organized an exhibition to display Islamic culture. There are also the Islam Culture Week held in 2013 and the Islamic Cultural Fair in 2017. In recent years the ROC government has promoted the New Southbound Policy that wish to develop a Muslim-friendly tour environment. There are over 300 certified Halal Muslim restaurants all over the Formosa Island (Taiwan).

The Muslim community in Taiwan has been gradually moving from an implicitly of community to a community presenting itself in front of the public.
Taiwan has almost no interreligious conflicts. This is probably because the traditional Chinese faiths emphasize humanistic morals and ethics, and the philosophy of middle way and universal harmony, instead of exclusive theology. People of different religions live in harmony, embrace each other and flourish. However, sometimes a lack of the knowledge of religions may cause unexpected misunderstanding.  
Conclusion

In the past 60-70 years, the Muslim community in Taiwan has gradually developed from a one ethnic community to a pluralistic community. The interfaith and intercultural exchanges are still on going. There are eight mosques in Taiwan already and there will be more to be built. The Islamic community in Taiwan continues its development and vitality though they are the minority. 

The Muslim community in Taiwan faces the challenges on how to maintain the Islamic teachings, understanding and practice. How to preserve the Islamic traditions and keeping interaction with communities of other faiths so as to maintain a harmonious relationship with people of different faiths will be a task for the Muslim community.  

The combination of Islamic tradition and philosophy of traditional Chinese culture of Confucianism, Buddhism and Daoism has brought the rich spirituality to Hui Muslims.

The next combination with a context of a multi-ethnic Muslim community in Taiwan will be even rich and colorful.  

[bookmark: _GoBack]The more I study, I see more aspects of Islam in Taiwan. What I presented here only brief introduction. There are far more areas to explore.     
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