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Barriers to Inclusion

This assignment will discuss barriers that prevent children from learning and fully participating in educational settings. Legislations and policies will also be used to investigate strategies of overcoming these barriers. The Human Rights Act 1998 and the Equality Act 2010 will be referenced in this essay. 

Equality and inclusion, and human rights continue to be subjects of advocacy in society today. The Equality Act 2010 was designed to minimize discrimination and disadvantages in a workplace, school, and wider society. The Equality Act (2010) says it is “unlawful to discriminate against, harass or victimise someone based on one of the nine protected characteristics – age, disability, gender reassignment, marriage and civil partnership, pregnancy and maternity, race, religion or belief, sex, and sexual orientation.”   
According to the Equality and Human Rights Commission (2019), human rights are the “basic rights and freedoms that belong to every person from birth until death”. In the United Kingdom, human rights are protected by the Human Rights Act 1998.  
The Human Rights Act 1998 has fourteen Articles of which rights are protected. Article two of the first protocol is the right to an effective education. In line with the law, the Act states “No person shall be denied a right to an education” (1998). Yet, there are a variety of factors which may prevent children from learning or fully participating in education.

Children living in a low-income household are at risk of living in poverty. “Children living in poverty are more likely to have lower levels of educational outcomes,” as claimed by the Office of National Statistics (2020). Child poverty in the United Kingdom continues to grow. Child Poverty Action Group (CPAG) presented that there were 31 percent of children that were living in poverty in the United Kingdom between 2019 and 2020. This is an estimated nine children in a classroom of thirty. The CPAG continue to mention that children who are from Black or ethnic minority groups are more likely to be in poverty (46 percent), compared to children in White British families (26 percent). 
Child poverty has been linked to delays in child development. Save The Children state that one in five children who live in poverty are more likely to fall behind in language ability by the time they are seven years old. This could potentially lead to a child not being able to progress alongside their peers, and a lack of inclusion. Children living in poverty are also more likely to have poor health. For example, living in a damp infested household can cause health issues, which could cause them to miss out on fully participating in school due to ill health. This could also be a long-term absence for the child.
To tackle the exclusion of children living in poverty, one suggestion is to ensure teaching staff can support the parents of pupils to learn from home. If a child is unwell and unable to attend school, teachers can help a parent engage with their child's education from their own home. By sending a parent teaching material and keeping the parent up to date with what the child’s peers are currently learning, the parent can work to support their child to learn. This could prevent the child from falling behind. Once a child is ready to return to full-time education, this would ensure the transition process is smoother for the child.

Another barrier that affects children from learning in educational environments is due to lack of additional learning needs support.
The Department of Education analysed that there are 1.4 million children with additional learning needs (ALN) in the United Kingdom. Children categorised as having ALN if they have a learning difficulty and/or disability, which means they need educational support. These learning disabilities vary in severity and portray differently from person to person. From Downs Syndrome to Dyslexia, all ALN types can affect a child’s ability to understand things. It can also affect physical or social ability, reading and writing skills or behaviour. Due to the complexity of ALN, these students need support and guidance from educators, and they may need appropriate learning facilities for this.
There are many issues preventing high-quality teaching for ALN students. Funding is very limited within education - most schools do not have the funding to provide disabled students with appropriate learning facilities to meet their needs. Additionally, the lack of accessibility within schools means that wheelchair users and pupils who need walking aids are unlikely to feel safe at school. Yet many schools across the United Kingdom do not have the funds to make these adjustments for these students. As a result, this is very likely to impact the learner’s education. According to Learning Cubs (2022), children who have learning disabilities or are disabled have a higher absence rate compared to their peers. They state that “some students will often struggle to maintain attendance in school due to their impairment or health conditions.” This ultimately leaves a large percentage of children being excluded from their right to an education.
A solution to these issues would be to have the correct material for ALN students. Many students will need a communication board to engage in conversation, or may use sign language or a different communication type. A good teacher should build on this and use these communication aids to support the student to learn in a way that works for them. This would support the student to engage in their learning and it would prevent discrimination in an educational setting. Teachers should also work to build a positive relationship with their ALN students. This is essential as a teacher would need to understand the pupil’s individual needs and requirements. Most ALN students require more attention and patience than their peers, so providing a teaching assistant to a student on a one-to-one basis would not only be beneficial when building relationships but would also support them to learn. This would mean that the child could continue to share classes with their peers and would prevent them from being isolated in a classroom on their own. This would also comply with the Equality Act 2010, in which you would be including a student regardless of their disability. Teachers should also have regular communication between parents regarding their child. This would help both parties be aware of any queries or concerns that the other may have and ensure lesson plans are tailored to the student. Furthermore, the class or school could work together and fundraise for a refurbishment, to allow wheelchair users to have access to classrooms. The doors to classrooms could be made wider, a ramp could be put in place and toileting facilities could be expanded to ensure a child with disabilities could use them independently if able to do so. Not only would this be beneficial for ALN students but would also be extremely rewarding for their peers as it would be something they have worked towards as a team. 

There are many barriers that can affect or prevent children from learning and participating fully in educational environments. Poverty can affect a child’s life inside and outside of a teaching environment, therefore supporting parents to assist their child learn can not only help the parents, but also ensure the child has a right to an education. Meanwhile, providing teaching assistants to ALN students would support them to learn alongside their peers rather than be secluded in a different classroom.
In conclusion, the Human Rights Act 1998 and the Equality Act 2010 were put in place to protect individuals from harm and abuse. Both Acts have clear overlapping with the education system and are beneficial to children. The Human Rights Act 1998 protects the right to life, and the Equality Act 2010 protects individual characteristics in life. Simply, there cannot be one Act without the other. There cannot be safe education without these Acts in place. It is vital to provide a safe space for a child to learn and grow with their peers, in terms of child development and the right to life. 
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