How does integrating children with additional needs benefit their development in a non-educational setting?

What a child can do today with assistance, she will be able to do by herself tomorrow. – Vygotsky


The purpose of this research topic is to outline how children with additional needs are now more and more being integrated into activities and holiday clubs rather being separated into their own club. This research will determine if they are beneficial and if so in what way or are we just including them to be able to advertise. The fully inclusiveness. 

The number of youth children who are now encouraged to join groups such as stage schools, Youth clubs, Guides, choirs are increasing especially in smaller villages. The benefits of these according to Eime et al (2013) help children develop naturally and most children from the age of 5 learn manners and how to take turns and share. Patin (2014) and Child Development Corporation (2019) agrees and continues to add that children with additional learning needs particularly find integrating beneficial as they learn to communicate in not only verbal ways but through body language, vocal expressions and tone of voice, however Colver (2006) argues that are we just being empathetic with these children, and by advertising inclusivity we’re opening an umbrella and being recognised for good work but not really giving these children the real fair opportunities.  

I have chosen to research and carry out this work as I have a personal connection to children with additional needs and seen first-hand how beneficial integrating them with other children, of different ages and mixed abilities has helped them in there developmental ways of communication, expression and seen improvement on how they face challenges and overcome the challenge. In order to carry out the research in a professional manner I am going to have to follow the BERA ethical guidelines. 

According to Ethical Guidelines for Educational Research (BERA, 2018) ethics is defined as moral principles that govern a person's behaviour or the conducting of an activity. This means getting consent of the individual person in. order to use them and their data in an activity.  Ethics requires someone giving you consent to use them and their personnel information, (EPQ’S ethics guide, 2014). According to Macintyre (2013) philosophers now brake ethics down into different categories. These include meta-ethics, normative ethics and applied ethics. The difference between these are that meta -ethics looks more into the moral judgement and the origins of ethical principles, these are known as the positivists. Normative ethics or constructivists are more about the criteria of that there is no defined right or wrong and therefore there is an equal qualitative method in order to get multiple realities (BBC, 2014).
Applied ethics is based on the controversial topics like war, animal right and capital punishment (Singer, 1986) they look at the axioms and follow what is needed by them, to be able to make a decision. 

Ethics is used for many a reason (Kalichman 2005 p 341-345) this is for the purpose of expanding a person’s knowledge, and to help support collaborative work to gain a mutual respect and fairness. This is important in research as it highly depends on collaboration between researchers and groups, but also means that the researchers are held accountable for their actions.  

The ethical considerations that I will be in tending on using by following BERA is questionnaires to ask the participants if they see their beneficial side of having children with additional needs integrated with them and if they see the process of development. Also, I will be observing the participants in a group to see how each participant is included in the activity and how other participants respond to them being there. The benefits to these according to Mcintosh et al 2000 is that children with additional needs have better interaction skills when communicating with children of the norm. A follow on form this is that I will be using a pragmatic approach where, there will be a mixed method approach where there will be questionnaires as well as observing. Child observation will let me see how the children really are with eachother. They will be notified that they will be observed but not told when as then it will be shown as proof and evidence that letting children know when they are being observed the outcome and different to when there not told and it happens naturally. 

I will have to get informed consent from my  participants before I start my research I shall have to ask the parents of the participants but also from them, themselves explaining what I will be doing, the purpose of doing it and what the outcomes will be, When explaining my approach I’ll have to be careful not to unintentionally influence the response that I am looking for as that will have a different outcome and how the participants will respond and will have the intention of what I want instead of the real outcomes. They will be explained where their data and information will be shared with, and why it will be shared with those people. My biggest and hardest challenge is going to be communicating with the children with additional needs and being able to explain in a way for them to understand and give consent. Each participant will have the right to withdraw as stated in the united nations conventions rights of the child (UNCRC) article 4; the child best interest must be a priority for any decision that needs to be made, either over there behalf or alongside. However, article 31 indicates that the freedom of the right to a child’s play and to take part in a customs range of artistic activates.  
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Online defence – Part 2 

Whilst doing a research proposal, reflection is the key to a good a researcher (Taylor., Sinha., Ghoshal., 2006). Reflecting on your own work is a crucial element when doing any sort of research be it qualitative or quantitative. Whilst reflecting on my own ethical considerations it has made me more aware that there is a lot of ethical views I must consider when undertaking a research project involving children and young people, but also I’ve concluded that there are some research topics that need to addressed along the way. 

One of my addresses is the question and how it has been written, I wrote it in a very simple way that didn’t conduct what was meant by it and the style of writing wasn’t the academic enough a research and therefore I’ve decided to re word my title in a way where it explains more clearly and justifies itself in more of a way than what it was. My new question is now “To explore the personal and social benefits of young people with Additional learning needs and their engagement in a non-school setting” this makes the question clearer and connects to my aims and objectives of the research.  

My second address that I felt that I needed to look at was the way of collecting data. My initial ideal was to use a questionnaire as it was a qualitative way of collecting data and a simple way of being able to ask the parents as well as the children the questions. As suggested by Guldenmund (2007) a questionnaire would only work with a large group of people with over 100 people to have a substantial answer and therefore a questionnaire wouldn’t be the best option to collect data and therefore I will be evaluating the ethical considerations as outlined by BERA (2011) and looking what would be the best way to collect data for the research. 

After evaluating my research proposal and reading the ethical guidelines and, the Research Ethics & Integrity Code of Practice by the UWTSD (2019) I hadn’t considered what risks I would be under and what risks are there for the participants, and have concluded that there are a few but not many the biggest risk that I face is that the identity of the young people does not get found out as the young people’s are all form different back grounds including the fostering system, adoption and social services, this has made me more aware that the values and respect must be there for the young peoples and their families. 

After considering all the benefits and negatives throughout the reflection I have been made aware how challenging creating a research proposal on children and how many ethical guidelines you must consider before during and after the research. I feel after and during the research I will be more confident in myself to deliver a more beneficial aspect of learning to the young people in a non-school environment.
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