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Contemporary Challenges: Making a Difference
Assignment 2 - Recycling at Swansea Campus


Firstly disposing of waste means collecting it then getting it recycled into something else so nothing goes to waste. There are many types of ways in which waste or litter can be disposed of. In addition the main way of getting rid of waste is the use of a bin. This has always been the best and easiest way of getting rid of waste but overtime it has caused many issues such as people putting the wrong type of waste in the wrong type of bin meaning there’s a bad mixture of different materials which shouldn’t never mix. An example of this is on the SA1 waterfront campus, as a university student who attends this university overtime I have encountered a few issues regarding the bins and have noticed materials being thrown in the wrong bins which will cause issues for the environment. However even though UWTSD have a simple waste bin structure it is still now working so I have thought of a few ways in which this problem could be reduced. My first way of reducing mixture of waste is adding photos on the bins and making sure there is very little text on them so this will look more appealing towards the people using them. In addition to using pictures there are many different types of photos I could use such as a photo of the damage that’s occurring or a photo of a simple logo so it is easily understandable to all students using the bin. Another solution to attack this issue is that more bins could be added around the SA1 campus and could even be put in every classroom so it will ensure that students will use the bins properly and set examples for other people using those classrooms. However there is a minor disadvantage with installing more bine everywhere as this will be costly towards the university but will be beneficial in the long run if done properly. Furthermore recycling comes with many benefits such as the reduction of cost as less landfill storage space is used. Another benefit from recycling is that money can be saved as recycled materials can be used to make other things meaning new material is not needed so it can be saved for something else. For example, food waste can be converted into a fuel for biomass burners, as with a bio-processor, the volume of waste can be reduced by up to 80%. Another important benefit is that it can improve the brand/ cooperations image as it is environmentally friendly which shows viewers that you care about the planet. However there are also many costly negatives such as certain materials like paper for example can only be recycled a certain amount of times, this is because papers have fibres that get shorter and shorter each time they get recycled. To combat this, professions like teachers, should avoid printing where possible as some documents can be equally effective sent by email for example, switching to an online absence management can remove the need for printing holiday request forms. Another costly disadvantage is that recycled materials need to be separately put into their own places depending on the material and this can be time consuming for a business depending on how much recycling there is to sort out. However a business can pay for this to be done but this will also be costly in terms of money so it depends whether the business wants to spend their money or spend time doing it themselves. Another disadvantage is that using recycled materials may have an affect on the final outcome on a product as not all of the product would be made from brand new materials meaning it could be less reliable.
Businesses have come up with a lot of ways to be more environmentally friendly but one idea which has become a major success is minimising their packaging and making the packaging as small as possible to reduce the amount of material used. For example, there is a new generation of dispensing machines provided in majority of supermarkets which allows customers to  use their own refillable bottles and Tupperware. Also, buying supplies in bulk to reduce the waste that is generated from the packaging will have a positive effect on becoming environmentally friendly. There are other advantages to minimising packaging such as reducing the cost of transport as the products being shipped are lighter and smaller and will take up less space in the vehicle. Another advantage of minimising packaging is that the production will cost less due to a reduction in material usage also reducing the amount of colour used within the packaging will decrease the expense of production costs. On the other hand, due to the insufficient packaging there is an increased risk of contents being damaged. 
A potential way this university can reduce the amount of waste produced or increase the amount of waste recycled is by participating in national or regional competitions against other universities. You can also hold competitions on campus between facilities or departments with prizes and recognition for the winners. This will encourage students and professions to reduce the amount of waste produced and increase the amount of recycling occurring. Publishing results will inform students regarding what they have achieved, this further increases engagement and motivation providing a drive for recycling and reducing waste. UWTSD host many sporting events which generate a lot of waste contributing to an overall increase in waste production , to combat this the amount of waste coming into the facility needs to be limited. Using university athletes to communicate the recycling program via pre-game and online videos could have a potential impact. Sporting clubs within UWSTD can reduce the amount of waste used by not using disposable cups and bottles. Coaches should require athletes to bring their own refillable water bottles and UWSTD should enforce more water stations where people can refill their own containers.
