scenario 



After reviewing this scenario Clara could be responsible of Grievously bodily harm, the reason Clara could be responsible for grievously bodily harm seeing as she stabbed her husband with a knife to the chest. Given that Clara stabbed her husband this could have been done deliberate, with intent to harm him severely or kill him. Looking at it from a different perspective, Clara mentions about marital problems and excessive drinking that Jamie indulges in, this could affect Clara’s mental health and could be mentally unstable. The definition of grievously bodily harm is when someone negligently or purposely causes another person significant bodily damage, there are many ways this could harm someone such as fracturing a limb, injuring a person with an edged object, and stabbing someone with a knife. Grievously bodily harm comes under Offences against the Persons Act 1861 section 20. (Legislation,gov.uk, no date)

The defendant had a motive to stab the victim, when the victim came home highly intoxicated the defendant became emotional and approached the victim asking questions about their marital issues and how he is drinking unduly. The victim then confesses to cheating on the defendant with a co-worker Emma. The defendant was blinded by emotion and rage and walked into the kitchen and pulled out a knife, the defendant stabbed the victim in the chest. By stabbing the victim, the defendant shows intent and voluntary acts, the defendant intended to stab the victim. Even if it causes server harm or killed the victim, the defendant preformed a deliberate action by stabbing the victim. The defended acted on causation by consciously regarding her action on stabbing the victim and harming the victim in the process. The defendant stabbing the victim could have resulted in many different serious injuries such as stabbing a main arteries or vein leading the defendant to bleed out. The defendant did not hesitate to walk over to the kitchen to grab the knife resulting in taking responsibility over stabbing the victim. (Study smarter, no date)

However, by covering mens rea because of the marital problems that had been going on between the victim and defendant, the defendant could have been mentally unstable causing the defendant to act recklessly and not intending to harm or kill the victim. Because of the issues that the victim and the defendant were having she could have been negligent and not knowingly causing threats or harm towards the victim. (Study Smarter, no date)

Although the defendant could have been mentally unstable it seems as though the defendant was blinded by rage after discovering the affair between the victim and Emma the co-worker, that she grabbed the knife and stabbed the victim with an indirect intention to kill. Indirect intention to kill, the defendant did not want to kill the victim otherwise she would have stabbed him repeatedly the defendant indirect intention to cause grievously bodily harm, the defendant was aware that by stabbing the victim it could have cause harm towards him and undertook the action. 

An example of a direct intention to kill case was the Shaye Groves case the defendant had been consumed with serial killers; the defendant murdered the victim because she had suspected the victim of cheating on her. The defendant snooped through the victims mobile and come across messages between the victim and a thirteen-year-old girl, this enraged the defendant, and she stabbed him continuously with a sharp blade. The defendant left the victim in the defendant’s bedroom and did not call for help until the next morning. The defendant was later jailed for murder serving twenty-three years in prison. (CPS, 2023)

This example shows a direct intention to kill, this term does not apply to Clara and Jamie, the defendant could have stabbed him persistently and caused the victim further injuries. But the defendant only stabbed the victim once, implying that the defendant did not want to kill the victim she wanted to hurt him. 

The only defence that could apply to this defendant is the emotional and mental state that the defendant was in. if the defendant was not mentally stable and was struggling with problems. The defendant could have oblique intentions and she did not want to purposely commit the crime but understands and know that her actions have consequences and will accept the outcome. Sentencing act 2020 section 232, Before imposing a sentence of imprisonment that differs from the one prescribed by law, the court must receive and review a medical report. 

The defendant may be liable for grievously bodily harm, based on the description of grievously bodily harm by offences against the Persons Act 1861. Description of weapons that can be used for committing grievously bodily harm, knives are pointed out to be one of the components. The defendant stabbed the victim with a knife after finding out the victim had an affair with his co-worker Emma. No matter how much rage and emotions cloud judgment committing an offence as big as stabbing a person, creating risky situations and danger should never be excused. 
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