Religious Women
Consider the roles and limitations faced by women in the medieval Church.
Some questions to guide your reading:
· Did the Church offer women a viable alternative to a domestic life?
· Could a woman attain a high status, and considerable power, within the Church?
· What problems did women face within the Church?
· Have you encountered in your reading any examples of women who attempted to reform the Church, or female religious writers? If so, how significant were they?
Primary texts 
A collection of primary sources on medieval female religious communities can be found here: http://monasticmatrix.osu.edu/cartularium/browse
The Book of Margery Kempe (ed.), Lynn Staley: http://d.lib.rochester.edu/teams/publication/staley-the-book-of-margery-kempe
(Summary of the chapters of The Book of Margery Kempe can be found here: http://college.holycross.edu/projects/kempe/text/kempecap.htm)
The Letters of Catherine Sienna - translated and edited by Vida D. Scudder (London, 1905), is available online: https://archive.org/details/saintcatherineof00cath or http://www.gutenberg.org/cache/epub/7403/pg7403.html

(This is long; I recommend reading the introduction from pp. 1-18, and looking at the contents list to see who Catherine wrote to).
The case of Na Prous Bonnet, a beguine who was questioned for heresy in 1325: http://www.fordham.edu/Halsall/source/naprous.asp
Margaret Porete, The Mirror of Simple Souls (Margaret was burned for heresy in 1310) [BV5080 MAR]
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