Sustainability in Edinburgh an Evaluation 
The capital city of Scotland. Edinburgh offers the perfect city break with culture and history tied in. The city can be found in the southeastern region of Scotland. The city and the areas surrounding it being a council area, which includes the port of Lieth. Edinburgh I also home to the historic county if Midlothian. One can enjoy the beauty of the landscape of Edinburgh.  Situated amongst crags and hills. Sporting beautiful architecture. (Britannica, 2023) One of the countries of the United Kingdom. Many know Scotland for the Celtic heritage, big blue flag, foods like haggis. 

Tourism in Edinburgh 
The tourism sector in thriving in the city with Edinburgh  being the United Kingdoms second largest tourist destination after London. The city is home to a large conference areas which attracts business and tourism. (Britannica ,2023).  The city has a huge appeal to tourist. This comes from its array of history and having some of the best preserved medieval buildings in Britain. The it’s has also proved its popularity in many polls over the years. The telegraph putting Edinburgh at the number one spot for cities in the UK and  home to go and rough guides putting Edinburgh in their top five for cities in the world. The city was also the first ever to be given the title city of literature by UNESCO (Neil, 2023) 
The city also accommodates well for tourists being inexpensive and a very walkable city. The city itself selling one point three billon pounds of services within the tourism sector. Tourism is considered Edinburgh success story according to the Edinburgh Tourism Action Group. They go on to say that outside of the economy tourism has also helped to enhance the cultural aspect of the city as well as the quality of life for its residents. 

Culture in Edinburgh  
The city is top of the list for many culture seekers. A hub of galleries , museums and festivals. Not just in the untied kingdom but also Europe. Edinburgh even hosts twelve cultural events annually. These festivals include the biggest art festival in the world Edinburgh Fringe and the biggest street a party in the world Hogmanay. The city centre itself is has  a UNESCO world heritage status being one of few to have this title.  (Neil, 2023). This is an impressive amount of cultural festivals. Especially for the UK. Having a history of Celtic heritage that is not always as explored as it should be. Edinburgh has shown the importance of celebrating culture in Britain. The city sees thousands of visitors that come to enjoy the art, theatre, ballet, music, films and just overall excitement of the city and its festivals. Gardening an overall positive reputation or the city. For the cities culture and for Scotland’s. 

There is then the question of how does Edinburgh and in extension Scotland preserve it culture. The Scottish government has a framework for this. Titled ‘A Culture Strategy for Scotland’. In this they state the importance of culture to Scotlands prosperity and how it sets out the direction for the future of supporting culture. Their first ambition is titled ‘strengthening culture’, it covers the aims  of how this can be done. These are developing conditions and skills to help developing culture, creating a sense of value and trust with the local communities, encouraging diversity and fostering international collaboration. This framework then sets out the plans to achieve this aims and case studies. Scotland takes on not only. A detailed plan but also a detailed understanding of how they need to aid culture in their country and cities. There is an understanding how this can benefit the local communities. 

Comparing this to plans of other countries it is more in depth. The is the added element of the case studies. Showing that they have not just strung together sentences of wish filled aims. The country has actually earns what its need o do, what it has done and what it is currently doing. This level of in depth planing feels more personal. It has the emotional depth which in  a topic such as culture is necessary. A difference form government strategies which can be viewed as just also promises to make it seem like they are doing something. Scotland and in turn Edinburgh actually is. Having the proof to back it up. 

Climate change 

Edinburgh is doing its bit to combat climate change and understands its environmental responsibility. The city itself as reported by The Scotsman having some of the cleanest air. Ranking eighteenth in the top twenty cities and twelfth in Europe. However the Scotsman also reports on Edinburgh’s failures, these being transport and infrastructure lacking sustainability. Although the public transport is good quality an accessible helping to reduce the use of cars. The city has one of the worst infrastructures for bicycle transport. It is on the other hand the United Kingdom’s least congested city. 

The city also has the Edinburgh Climate Change institute, (ECGI) which is dedicated to ‘collaborating to celebrate climate action. The institute is part of The University of Edinburgh. The institute describes itself as ‘the leading climate change hub for Scotland. The institute also hosts events dedicated to climate change such as the CREDs (the Centre for Research into energy Demand Solutions) collaboration with Scotland, One heath Symposium and becoming climate change resistant training. Showing the regions dedication to climate change  (ECGI). 

Despite all this Scotland still uses coal, oil and nuclear energy. With Edinburgh itself having a station. This station in particular provides around one third of the countries energy. However around one fifth of the countries energy is supplied by renewable energy. Brtiannica sates that Scotland has had an aggressive push towards developing better renewable energy capacity. Also going on to say the country is at the forefront of research of both tidal and wave energies. Scotland is also the global leader in the development and and constructing of deep sea off shore wind farms. Showing that although the country still has a long way to go with switching to renewable energy and removing its uses of fossils and non-renewable fuels. It is making big strides in ensuring the use and development of renewable clean energy. 

When it comes to energy efficiency. The energy performance certificate average rating in Scotland is a band D 61 (we love property). This rating is common of most places in the UK. EPC home describes it not doing ‘badly but room for improvement’. The Edinburgh council also has an article and video that helps explain to residents all the different ways they can be energy efficient. This article includes ways to save energy while heating their homes as well as getting the most out of panel heating.  (Edinburgh city Council).  In line with this the ‘Scottish government have a Neto Zero Scotland department. On which their energy efficient aim is to have 45% of homes in Scotland be a EPC rating of C or better. (Net Zero Scotland), 

Political  

The city of Edinburgh Council has a sustainability framework. The most recent being from 2020. The framework is signed by the councillor Jenny Dawe and in the framework she outline briefly what she wants to achieve, the pre existing successes and what strengths to build upon. All in relation to the cities sustainability. Jenny Dawe being the leader of Edinburgh council. The framework is also signed by Sue Bruce the chief executive and she outlined the council itself, the progress but also were they need work and how sustainability is more than ‘just being green’. This referring to a phenomenon called Greenwashing. This is where companies and governments make efforts to appear to be more environmentally friendly without actually doing anything to be environmentally friendly. This is an extremely positive sign for sustainability in the region. That its councils chief executive is aware and against thing such as greenwashing. 



The chief executive goes on to explain how going beyond greenwashing means balance. Balance between social, economic and environmental issues. In a way that is both efficient and equitable. She also asked that people share their views on how sustainability benefits themselves and their families. What communities readers specifically are from and the lifestyle choices they make. Again a very positive sign for suitability. That the politicians are not only aware of the issues within the movement but also want to include the local people. The affect more specifically on the local people.  

Conclusion 

Overall, Edinburgh shows real promise when it comes to their commitments to all areas of sustainability. Not only. Are they making the necessary actions but they have also got clear and detailed government frameworks. That are partly made by the governors themselves. The council of Edinburgh are highly involved in the. In covering all aspects of sustainability. Cultural, Economical and Environmental within the space as a tourist destination. Even the university of Edinburgh which will bring in the form of tourism in students has urged about the importance of suitability and what they look to do to improve having the ECGI and offering suitability training. 

Edinburgh still has a way to go. Like many other countries they use fossil fuels and other forms of fuel that are not renewable energy. Similar to countries like Switzerland which appear to be very economically and environmentally forward nut still use fossil fuels. Edinburgh is making it known that they are trying to change this about themselves. The city however is incredibly good with cultural aspect. Ensuring to understand the importance of art and culture. The importance of preserving culture and celebrating it.  

Edinburgh’s tourism sector is important to its economy. It ensures that tourism however also becomes an outlet for its cultural diversity and preservation. The cultural festivals and UNESCO titles show that not only does Edinburgh and Scotland as  a whole celebrate cultural but are recognised for it. The downfalls of the city are in aspects like it bicycle routes. This has been seen in other cities such as Amsterdam which completely turned around lifestyle and infrastructure of its city to accommodate for bicycling. A novelty among many modern cities that it is now known for. This however could change. 
It is important that popular tourist destinations become conscious of tourism and its part in climate change. Not just for the good of the planet but its good business in modern times. People have a growing conscious around these issues and it is reflected in their travel choices. Choosing eco-tourism, choosing culture. To be more mindful about how they can be beneficial with their money. The negatives of tourism and its impacts are also gaining awareness. It is important for destinations to improve their practices and communicate these differences made. To reflect the trends and growing conscious of the travel and tourism sector. 
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