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Evaluating Academic Sources Using the CRAAP Test
Choose TWO academic sources related to the use of digital skills in higher education.
Source 1
Author(s) and year: Zakir, S., Hoque, M.E., Susanto, P., Nisaa, V., Alam, M.K., Khatimah, H. & Mulyani, E. (2025). 
Using the CRAAP Test, briefly evaluate:
· Currency: Published in June 2025, which makes it recent as well as reflects the present environments of digital learning. 
· Relevance: Primarily focuses upon digital competence, digital literacy & academic performance among all the university students – properly aligning in a direct manner with the core topic of the essay. 
· Authority: Peer-reviewed article present within a reputable open-access journal, all the authors are affiliated with existing higher education institutions. 
· Accuracy: Empirical quantitative methodology with a confirmed hypotheses & findings supported statistically, makes use of the Structural Equation Modelling intended for validity. 
· Purpose: Directly aims at clarifying how the digital literacy & competence specifically mediate the associated academic success, which correctly informs both opportunities as well as challenges meant for all the students. 
Full reference (Harvard style): Zakir, S., Hoque, M.E., Susanto, P., Nisaa, V., Alam, M.K., Khatimah, H. and Mulyani, E., 2025, June. Digital literacy and academic performance: the mediating roles of digital informal learning, self-efficacy, and students’ digital competence. In Frontiers in Education (Vol. 10, p. 1590274). Frontiers Media SA.

Source 2
Author(s) and year: Scheel, L., Vladova, G. & Ullrich, A. (2022). 
Using the CRAAP Test, briefly evaluate:
· Currency: Was published in August 2022, is sufficiently recent meant for discussion of digital learning. 
· Relevance: In a direct manner potentially examines self-organization, digital competences & abilities of independent learning with relevance to acceptance of digital learning. 
· Authority: Peer-reviewed within the International Journal of Educational Technology in Higher Education – turns out to be a leading field journal. 
· Accuracy: Makes use of a robust regression analysis based upon 350-student sample, all the relevant finding are appropriately supported with prior research as well as academic theory. 
· Purpose: Aimed at explaining how the student dispositions necessarily influence acceptance of digital learning, offering several insights upon challenges & set of adaptive strategies. 
Full reference (Harvard style): Scheel, L., Vladova, G. and Ullrich, A., 2022. The influence of digital competences, self-organization, and independent learning abilities on students’ acceptance of digital learning. International journal of educational technology in higher education, 19(1), p.44.
Synthesis of Academic Sources
· What shared theme or issue do both sources address?
Both Zakir et al. (2025) as well as Scheel et al. (2022) necessarily addresses the centralized theme of how the digital competences & related dispositions of students entirely shape their learning outcomes with relevance to higher education. 
· How do the sources agree, differ, or complement each other?
Both the sources potentially agree upon the fact that digital competence turns out to be a crucial component meant for an effective engagement with the existing environments of digital learning. Zakir et al. (2025) typically show that the aspect of digital literacy brings notable enhancement to academic performances in an indirect manner with the help of mechanisms such as an informal learning engagement & self-efficacy, making suggestions to the students with a set of strong digital skills are better placed for success. Scheel et al. (2022) effectively complements this by wholly showcasing that the significant acceptance of digital learning itself potentially hinges upon all kinds of digital competences effectively combined with abilities of independent learning & self-organization. Both the sources slightly differ upon emphasis: Scheel et al. has the focus more upon the dispositional predictors of digital learning acceptance, whereas Zakir et al. directly emphasizes upon all the mediating effects of competence & digital literacy based upon academic performance. 
· How does combining these sources improve understanding of digital learning?
Effectively synthesizing these mentioned perspectives wholly strengthens the relevant understand through demonstration that the success of digital learning is not just regarding access to technology, but also with the contained ability of the students for organization of their learning in an autonomous manner and directly apply all the digital competencies in a strategic way. 
Identifying a Key Challenge and Opportunity
Using ONLY the two sources above:
· One key challenge for students in the digital era:
One primary challenge for all the students in this digital era is effective development of a sufficient self-organization & abilities of independent learning, along with several digital competences. Scheel et al. (2022) identified that without any self-organization, the students might face struggles for integrating digital learning right into the academic routines, which can wholly impede acceptance & success across the digital environments. 
· One key opportunity for students in the digital era:
On the contrary, this digital era clearly presents the significant opportunity for enhancement of academic performance with the help of digital literacy and an informal digital engagement. Zakir et al. (2025) clearly demonstrates that the aspect of digital literacy just not brings improvement to digital competence but also wholly strengthens engagement & self-efficacy in terms of an informal online learning, which can potentially lead to improved academic outcomes.
Academic Planning for Component 2
· Which section(s) of Component 2 will you prioritise first? Why?
Strategies & Challenges first, since they need the strongest evidence along with a critical analysis. 
· Which academic skills or lecture content will you develop further?
Critical evaluation, Digital literacy & use of academic source (Cottrell frameworks). 
· Brief outline of how Component 2 will be structured.
Introduction -> Challenges -> Opportunities -> Strategies -> Conclusion. 

Timeline
	Task
	Date/ Deadline

	Finish research
	Week 1,2,3

	Draft first section
	Week 4

	Complete first draft
	Week 5

	Final editing
	Week 6
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Introduction
Digital learning has turned out to be a centralized feature of higher education because of the rapid technological development along with the specific expansion of online & all the blended learning environments (Khan et al. 2022). Several universities are heavily relying upon the digital platforms meant for their assessments, lectures, collaboration & research-based activities. As a reason, the students are needed to rightly be engaged with a wider range of digital tools & sources of information as a part of their relevant academic work. Having a proper understanding of both challenges & opportunities that are presented with the help of digital era is crucial since these mentioned factors have a direct influence upon academic performance, effectiveness of learning along with a long-term development of skill (Quraishi et al. 2024). Today, academic success depends not just upon knowledge of subject but also upon critical thinking, digital literacy & abilities of self-management. This report clearly analyses all the primary challenges that are faced by the existing students in this digital era, potentially evaluating several major opportunities effectively creating by the digital tools & puts forward a set of evidence-based strategies for the students. 
Challenges for Students in the Digital Era
A major challenge in this digital era is the specific need for a stronger digital competence effectively combined with a self-regulated learning. Several digital platforms potentially demand that the students should properly manage their time, specifically organize the tasks & navigate through the tools, in an independent manner. Scheel, Vladova and Ullrich (2022) show that a reduced self-organization & digital competence bring an effective reduction with the acceptance as well as effectiveness of student across the existing digital learning environments. Another primary challenge is the evaluation of credibility of huge volumes of online data. Without a set of critical evaluation skills, the students might heavily rely upon unreliable or weaker sources. Cottrell (2023) directly emphasizes upon the fact that poor form of critical thinking directly leads to weaker academic arguments along with the misuse of evidence. These mentioned factors in a direct manner also impact quality of research, academic performance as well as overall outcomes of learning. 
Another relevant difficulty turns out to be a digital distraction that is typically caused by multitasking across several platforms & continuous notifications. This brings an effective reduction of concentration & deep learning. Cottrell (2019) specifically keep a note that having a sustained academic focus is crucial for the higher-level understanding, which means that the unmanaged digital environments can also weaken retention, comprehension along with the associated quality of assessed academic work. 
Opportunities in the Digital Era
This digital era also puts forward a set of significant opportunities meant for improvement of academic learning when all the tools are critically utilized. All kinds of digital platforms allow with a flexible access to readings, lectures & interactive materials, entirely supporting personalized & self-paced study. Zakir et al. (2025) typically found that the aspect of digital literacy entirely strengthens self-efficacy, digital competence along with an informal learning engagement, all of which has a positive influence upon the academic performance (Farias-Gaytan, Aguaded and Ramirez-Montoya 2023). Several collaboration tools present online also offer significant support to knowledge sharing & peer learning across different locations. However, their relevant value entirely depends upon a purposeful academic usage rather than just a passive participation. Cottrell (2023) also makes a note that the approaches of structured study effectively combined with a digital access brings improvement to a contained depth of understanding. Hence, all the digital tools can bring visible enhancement to outcomes when appropriately guided by a set of academic skills (Morgan, Sibson and Jackson 2022). In addition to this, the digital environments offer support to constant feedback with the help of analytics dashboards, quizzes as well as adaptive learning systems. These mentioned features offer help to the students for monitoring their progress and make notable adjustments to the strategies for study. As stated by Cottrell (2019), adjustment informed by feedback turns out to be a prime academic skill that clearly strengthens the aspect of independent learning and also, brings notable improvement to the whole academic performance, with time. 
How Students Can Adapt to Succeed
Propose THREE strategies students can use to succeed.
Strategy 1 – Development of Digital literacy & evaluation of source. 
This strategy solely focuses upon effectively building digital literacy. This wholly develops the relevant academic skill of conducting a critical evaluation. This necessarily addresses the specified challenge of unreliable online information & offers support to the significant opportunity meant for a wider set of digital resources. Zakir et al. (2025) typically show that the aspect of digital literacy brings notable improvement to performance & competence. 
Strategy 2 – Application of structured self-regulated learning. 
This formulated strategy rightly involves schedules of planned study and a goal setting. This effectively develops a set of independent learning skills along with appropriate management of time. This necessarily addresses the relevant challenge of a reduced self-organization in terms of digital learning. Scheel, Vladova and Ullrich (2022) clearly identified the aspect of self-organization as crucial for success of digital learning. 
Strategy 3 – Utilization of Critical Thinking frameworks. 
This formulated strategy directly applies analytical frameworks & questioning to the digitalised content. This wholly develops a set of critical thinking skills, clearly addresses risks of misinformation as well as brings visible improvement to the quality of academic argument. Cottrell (2023) directly links the aspect of structured critical thinking with that of a stronger academic performance. 
Conclusion
Digital learning environments effectively create both a set of significant challenges as well as several valuable opportunities meant for all the students. All primary difficulties primarily include a limited form of digital competence, poor evaluation of information as well as weaker self-regulation, while all kinds of major opportunities rightly involve a flexible access & enhanced development of digital literacy. Significant research typically shows that the students mainly succeed when they in a deliberate manner wholly build the self-management, digital literacy as well as skills of critical thinking. Effective development of academic skill is, hence, the main pathway towards success in this present digital era. 
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