
How are the police and public being challenged by the new generation of vehicle crime?
Objective 1: Outline the different types of vehicle crime and how advanced technology has increased organised crime groups capabilities.
Objective 2: Analyse the impact of new generation vehicle crime by researching statistics and established articles.
Objective 3: Examine the public’s perception on vehicle crime and how it impacts the confidence in the police.
Objective 4: Recommend improvements needed to boost public confidence in the polices ability to resolve vehicle theft.











Introduction
Background 
(Morgan, 2016) Vehicle theft and crime saw a steady increase during the 1980’s reaching its peak in 1992 at 1.5 million offences. After the peak it hit a steady decrease as years went by where it was shown in 2015 there was only 350,000 vehicle thefts reported in the UK, which is believed to be because of the adoption of electronic immobilisers. 
Between 2013-2022 thefts rose by 80% as the trend of car theft was decreasing from ‘joy riding’ to serious organised crime where cars were stolen for money (Glantz, 2025). When vehicles were seen as ‘fun’ commodities instead of the more expensive statement pieces they are today it can be understood how the trend in vehicle theft is changing.
By looking into how lucrative the vehicle theft market is within the UK it could benefit the societal confidence in how organised crime plays a big part in vehicle theft and its use of tampering with vehicles technology (Glantz, 2025). An increase in organised crime never has a positive impact on its area. 
Research Focus
(Kameen, 2024) There needs to be an improvement in the understanding of new technology and its effect on vehicle crime, alongside the importance of having an established training programme for the police service for vehicle crime. RUSI’s report on vehicle crime acknowledged the change in vehicle crime being dramatic, this displays the need for change with how it is policed as it is no longer seen as opportunistic crime and instead become organised, making it increasingly challenging to tackle (Kameen, 2024). 
Outlining different types of vehicle crime and technology is important, for example vehicle jamming is the most used technology for vehicle theft in London 2025, as 60% of vehicle theft, signal jammers are used (Home Office, 2025). Finding statistics supporting the increase of organised crime can display the importance of the need for change with how vehicle theft is policed, an example of this is the Office of National Statistics reporting 129,159 cars stolen between April 2023 and March 2024 (RAC, 2024). Examining the public’s opinion of vehicle crime through surveys will benefit the main point in understanding how new technology is creating that fear within the public of vehicle theft and crime. From the statistics from literature and the survey it will support the overall conclusion with the aim to boost public confidence through recommending improvements within the police service and possible improvements in the legislation.
By using research articles and statistics mainly between the 2020 and 2025 period it can be beneficial as it supports the main research focus. (Hopkins and Reid, 2024). The main demographic for this research is for owners of vehicles and the police service. With the hope to improve vehicle security and police response to vehicle theft.
Research aims and objectives 
Aim: Understanding public perception of vehicle crime with a new generation of 
vehicle crime and technology. 
Objective 1: Outline the different types of vehicle crime and how advanced technology has increased organised crime groups capabilities.
This objective will be achieved by understanding different methods of vehicle crime, it’s history and how it’s developed into more organised crime. (University of South Wales, 2023). 
Objective 2: Analyse the impact of new generation vehicle crime by researching statistics and established articles.
This objective will be achieved by using government statistics as it is an important way of collating statistics about how vehicle crime is impacting communities. It also supplies information about where the police can work on organising resources and investigating vehicle crime (Humpherson, 2019). 
Objective 3: Examine the public’s perception on vehicle crime and how it impacts the confidence in the police.
This objective will be achieved by having the main use of research for public’s perception being a survey as it displays an unbiased opinion coming straight from the publics point of view, alongside displaying why public confidence may be suffering (Vulnerability and Policing Futures, 2024). 
Objective 4: Recommend improvements needed to boost public confidence in the polices ability to resolve vehicle theft.
This objective will be achieved by using the statistics from surveys and statistics from government websites it displays areas where improvements need to be made. By collecting this evidence, it supports police initiatives to boost public confidence and possibly changing or adding new laws to make the use of signal jamming a less lucrative method of crime. 
Method and timescales
Research will be done with the use of established articles and statistics which display the effect new technology is having of vehicle crime. For personal research a survey containing 20 questions targeting vehicle crime and its perception from the public. Surveys are an important part of gathering evidence within research (Hennik, et al, 2020). Quantitative data would be the more beneficial method as it would best display the information gathered from the survey whilst also supporting the use of online statistics and articles (Williamson and Johanson, 2018). Qualitative data makes more open-ended questions within the survey possible, which is why by using both quantitative and qualitative data can benefit the research.
The target audience for the survey are people between the ages of 17-80 as that is the age of most licence holders in the UK (Top Tests, 2024). This will also most likely display a range of perspectives which can help the research question. The primary data collection method will be the survey as it will help grasp the impact of vehicle crime in the public’s perspective whilst also making it unbiased in the overall conclusion. The secondary data will include the use of sites such as The Office for National Statistics as it is a site used for a lot of mainstream statistics. The secondary research will also use established articles and literature, reinforcing the use of new technology and how it is being used for vehicle crime.
Value of research
With the research some problems may arise. A key component of the research is the survey where 100 participants are expected to participate. If 100 participants are not available it good not benefit the research as it makes it less impactful to the reader (Graglia, 2025). By having 100 participants it makes the statistical data more meaningful and impactful in research, which also is the same for the age of the participants as if there were mainly people in their 50’s the results could be skewed as it’s targeting one demographic, the same way if all the survey participants lived in the same area. By having the survey be accessible online it makes it so 100 participants can be more achievable whilst also supporting the end conclusion.
The literature used will be from established articles, giving trustworthy information, reinforcing the data collected from the survey. This helps with comparing and concluding the research. Police do not have the ability to detect new vehicle crime alongside scarce resources affecting the efficiency of how it can be policed (Briggs. 2025). Which is why by doing this research it can come to light the need for improvements to be made within policing vehicle crime and the need for knowledge on new technology and its effect on the public. 
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