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Background

	
Jack and Gary, and some others, were playing football by the off licence.  They were told by Mrs Hurst to, “clear off” but replied with rude noises.  Then Gary kicked the ball at the window it bounced back and Jack kicked it again at the same window which then smashed. 

A group of young people regularly congregate outside the off licence and there have been many calls to police of noise, litter, petty damage and the occasional fight.





Notes for Facilitators

Use the information given and confer with your learning partner/co-facilitator to decide who should be invited to come to the conference, ie who has been most affected by the events described? Who would be best able/suited to support them?

Participants

Jack Carpenter
Gary Allendale
Paul Carpenter
Mrs Allendale
Mrs Hurst
Mr Choudery


Participant Sheet – Jack Carpenter

Background

Jack and Gary, and some others, were playing football by the off licence.  They were told by Mrs Hurst to, “clear off” but replied with rude noises.  Then Gary kicked the ball at the window it bounced back and Jack kicked it again at the same window which then smashed. 

A group of young people regularly congregate outside the off licence and there have been many calls to police of noise, litter, petty damage and the occasional fight.

Important:
Take a moment to study carefully the background and the details of your role. If you feel that the role may raise personal unresolved issues or feelings, then please inform the trainers and ask to be assigned a different role, or to observe the role-play.

When comfortable with the role, but without actually beginning the role-play, participants should share the information about their roles with one another.

	
Jack Carpenter

You are 14 years old and a bit of a ringleader in the gang of kids.

You were Reprimanded before for Criminal Damage when you wrote your name on a bus shelter.

The kids always hang around the off licence because there is good street lighting and a bit of life there.  Others were kicking the ball about too and Gary kicked it at the window first you just kicked it back.  You did not expect it to break.

You have admitted to breaking the window and you know it was wrong.  You know Mrs Hurst’s son, he’s one of your best mates, and you regularly visit their house.

You don’t like the idea of a meeting but you will come because it might mean you won’t get in more trouble.





Participant Sheet – Gary Allendale

Background

Jack and Gary, and some others, were playing football by the off licence.  They were told by Mrs Hurst to, “clear off” but replied with rude noises.  Then Gary kicked the ball at the window it bounced back and Jack kicked it again at the same window which then smashed. 

A group of young people regularly congregate outside the off licence and there have been many calls to police of noise, litter, petty damage and the occasional fight.

Important:
Take a moment to study carefully the background and the details of your role. If you feel that the role may raise personal unresolved issues or feelings, then please inform the trainers and ask to be assigned a different role, or to observe the role-play.

When comfortable with the role, but without actually beginning the role-play, participants should share the information about their roles with one another.

	Gary Allendale

You are 12 years old and hang around with the kids on the street because you are bored at home.  You have been in trouble before for stealing money at school but the police were not involved.

The kids always hang around the off licence because there is good street lighting and a bit of life there.  Others were kicking the ball about too and you kicked it at the window first.  It was Jack who kicked it again and broke it.  You did not expect it to break.

You have admitted being a party to breaking the window and you know it was wrong.  You feel that, as you didn’t actually break it, that it is a little unfair and you should have just had a telling off.  You do not feel initially that you have done anything wrong.

You really hated the experience at the police station and felt everyone was nasty to you.  You don’t like the idea but you will come to the meeting because your parents tell you to.




Participant Sheet – Paul Carpenter

Background

Jack and Gary, and some others, were playing football by the off licence.  They were told by Mrs Hurst to, “clear off” but replied with rude noises.  Then Gary kicked the ball at the window it bounced back and Jack kicked it again at the same window which then smashed. 

A group of young people regularly congregate outside the off licence and there have been many calls to police of noise, litter, petty damage and the occasional fight.

Important:
Take a moment to study carefully the background and the details of your role. If you feel that the role may raise personal unresolved issues or feelings, then please inform the trainers and ask to be assigned a different role, or to observe the role-play.

When comfortable with the role, but without actually beginning the role-play, participants should share the information about their roles with one another.

	
Paul Carpenter

You are 20 years old and work in a local textile factory.

You care for Jack in the best way you can since his parents separated and he could no longer live with them.  He is a bit wayward and your parents’ new ‘stuck-up’ partners were not prepared to tolerate him.  You don’t want him with them anyway but he is wearing you down.  You are at this meeting to support Jack, but also to have your say about how you have been affected by the offence.

You will come to the meeting wholeheartedly.  Anything that might stop Jack offending has to be worth a try.  You are worried that Jack will do something really serious.  You have trouble coping as he won’t do is homework or help around the house.  

You are his sibling not his mum or dad – he should be pulling his weight.





 Participant Sheet – Mrs Allendale

Background

Jack and Gary, and some others, were playing football by the off licence.  They were told by Mrs Hurst to, “clear off” but replied with rude noises.  Then Gary kicked the ball at the window it bounced back and Jack kicked it again at the same window which then smashed. 

A group of young people regularly congregate outside the off licence and there have been many calls to police of noise, litter, petty damage and the occasional fight.

Important:
Take a moment to study carefully the background and the details of your role. If you feel that the role may raise personal unresolved issues or feelings, then please inform the trainers and ask to be assigned a different role, or to observe the role-play.

When comfortable with the role, but without actually beginning the role-play, participants should share the information about their roles with one another.

	
Mrs Allendale

You are the parent of Gary and both you and your spouse are respectable professionals.  You are both busy demonstrating responsibility and commitment to your work by long hours.  You are not short of money.

Your Gary is obviously influenced by the older lads and they all need to learn the value of respect and responsibility.

You will do what it takes to resolve this incident because you are deeply embarrassed by his behaviour.  Your spouse is too upset to attend.

You will attend the meeting because you want to have your say about how you are affected.

How would you respond to the victim(s) if Gary were your son?




Participant Sheet – Mrs Hurst

Background

Jack and Gary, and some others, were playing football by the off licence.  They were told by Mrs Hurst to, “clear off” but replied with rude noises.  Then Gary kicked the ball at the window it bounced back and Jack kicked it again at the same window which then smashed. 

A group of young people regularly congregate outside the off licence and there have been many calls to police of noise, litter, petty damage and the occasional fight.

Important:
Take a moment to study carefully the background and the details of your role. If you feel that the role may raise personal unresolved issues or feelings, then please inform the trainers and ask to be assigned a different role, or to observe the role-play.

When comfortable with the role, but without actually beginning the role-play, participants should share the information about their roles with one another.

	
Mrs Hurst

You are a shop assistant in the off licence.  You feel like you have had enough.

The incident is one of several that make you worried about coming to work, and you are seriously thinking about leaving after working in the off licence for 15 years.  You had just told them to clear off and then you saw Gary kick the ball at the window.  You were going out again to chase them off and then Jack kicked it at the window again.  As it smashed it made you jump out of your skin – you don’t need this at your time of life.

When Jack comes around your house to play with your son he always seems so pleasant.  You are not sure you want them together anymore.

The youths are also so rude and they are getting older.  They call out names to the Choudrey’s (the owners) who tolerate it with the patience of saints.

Initially you are not sure of what this meeting will achieve if anything.



Participant Sheet – Mr Choudrey

Background
Jack and Gary, and some others, were playing football by the off licence.  They were told by Mrs Hurst to, “clear off” but replied with rude noises.  Then Gary kicked the ball at the window it bounced back and Jack kicked it again at the same window which then smashed. 

A group of young people regularly congregate outside the off licence and there have been many calls to police of noise, litter, petty damage and the occasional fight.

Important:
Take a moment to study carefully the background and the details of your role. If you feel that the role may raise personal unresolved issues or feelings, then please inform the trainers and ask to be assigned a different role, or to observe the role-play.

When comfortable with the role, but without actually beginning the role-play, participants should share the information about their roles with one another.

	Mr Choudrey

You are the owner of the off licence and have worked long hours to get where you are today.  You are concerned at the cost of the window, which is £200, and how you are going to do this and all the other things that need doing.  You have had damage done before and you get a lot of shop lifting.

If it wasn’t for Mrs Hurst you don’t know how you would cope as, between you, you cover all the opening hours.  Mrs Hurst is completely trustworthy and a nice person who you consider a great friend after these 15 years.  She doesn’t deserve this.  Now Mrs Hurst is thinking of leaving you feel that the continuous bad behaviour must have been far worse than you thought.

Although not from Jack or Gary, some of the kids occasionally use racist language (you are from Pakistan but your children are born here, Choudrey is a Hindu name more commonly from India). You let the abuse go fairly easily as there is always someone who will insult you somewhere.  But some of the kids are just not pleasant.  You’ll attend any meeting willingly to try to keep Mrs Hurst.
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