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	NAME: Hannah Rosser

	STUDENT ID No: 2236406

	DRAFT RESEARCH TITLE QUESTION:

An investigation into substance misuse and the effectiveness it has on crime: To what extent does drug and alcohol misuse contribute to criminal behaviour and offences? 

INTRODUCTION:

The amount of people consuming both drugs and alcohol on a frequent basis is becoming increasingly common within the community, and this has seen an increase in crime levels. Drug and alcohol misuse act as a catalyst for criminal behaviour and people often get stuck in a cycle as they find it hard to stop consuming substances and so continue to commit crime. This causes a huge strain on not just police forces but also medical staff and partner agencies in both dealing with the crimes committed and providing these people with support.

I have decided to investigate and explore the effect alcohol and drug misuse can have on crime, but also how partner agencies are helping to prevent this. I have decided to conduct research into this topic as police officers experience a large volume of crime every day and many incidents they respond too are often related to substance misuse. 

After conducting research and reading literature around this topic, there are lots of journals which discuss the overall basic portrayal of drugs and alcohol and the ways they can impact crime levels, however there is limited research into which specific drugs and levels of alcohol consumption cause can cause criminal behaviour for example, violent behaviour and domestic abuse. I have therefore chosen to explore this within my project along with what initiatives are in place to help lover substance abuse and crime rates. 


I feel like this is important to explore as an undergraduate as it will help me gain an insight on why people consume drugs and alcohol and why this sometimes leads to them participating in criminal behaviour. I think this will not only help me understand these people but will help me develop knowledge into why they may be more likely to commit crime which will allow me to communicate with them on a higher level when dealing with those sorts of calls. I will also be able to help signpost members of the public to agencies that can provide them with support and guidance in preventing crime after consuming alcohol and drugs. 


Why this topic?  Why is it worthy of consideration for an undergraduate dissertation? 
Give background information around your subject
Justification for your research
Show you have done some reading


	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH OBJECTIVES: 

I intend to give local police officers, staff within partner agencies like YOS and BAROD, and members of the public questionnaires which will look at the following areas:

My objectives of this research will be as follows:

· Their understanding of the link between substance abuse and crime rates. 
· Economic and psychological aspects that they believe contribute to substance misuse.
· How various types of substances affect certain categories of crime eg, violent behaviour, domestic abuse. 
· Their view on how the policies and initiatives in place aimed at lowering substance abuse and crime rates helps to support members of the public. 



	LITERATURE REVIEW:

Crime and substance use are known to be closely associated (Bennett and Holloway, 2009) with substance use disorders being widely linked with violent behaviour. This violent behaviour can include violent assaults, manslaughter or serious threats causing great harm to the society (Hakasson and Berglund, 2013). The consumption of illicit drugs and alcohol can cause people to act differently and do not consider the consequences to their actions which can lead to them committing crime for all different reasons. 

The putative explanation for the association between drug use and crime is that individuals commit crime to help finance their drug use (Stewart et al, 2000) and so drug misuse is commonly associated with property related criminal behaviour such as theft, shoplifting, burglary and robbery offences. Similarly, alcohol is seen as a significant contributory factor in crime and is associated with over 4 million crimes in the UK each year, including 500,000 violent crimes (Institute of Alcohol Studies, 2025). 

After looking at various sources, there appears to be multiple different reviews discussing the effect substance use can have on overall criminal behaviour and their link with violent behaviour. However, as stated by Leoy (2023) while it is widely acknowledged that drugs and criminal activities are interconnected, the nature and extent of this relationship remain multifaceted and intricate. There is a gap in the research whereby the specific types of drugs and alcohol consumed and the causes they individually have on criminal and violent behaviour is not explored. I aim to explore this within my dissertation as it’s important to establish this in order to allow individuals to receive the specific help they need to prevent substance abuse and therefore prevent crime.


	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH –SURVEY METHOD: 

I am going to create an online questionnaire which will ask open questions about the objectives I have chosen which are listed above. 

This online questionnaire will be easily accessed by my audience and will be less time consuming than other research methods as it should only take around 15 minutes, whereas research methods such as an interview may take up to one hour.

I will ensure that my questionnaire is anonymous to ensure that the public and police officers answer honestly as this will allow my research to not only be reliable but will state the truth about people’s opinions on my chose topic. I will ensure all participates know that this questionnaire will be anonymous by reassuring them that anything they say will not be directly quoted in my final project.


	SUMMARY OF SAMPLING FRAMEWORK: 

My intentions is to give local police officers, staff within partner agencies like YOS and BAROD, and members of the public my questionnaire and aim to have about 30 participants in total. I believe this will allow me to have a wide range of people’s opinions and experiences within my chosen topic as it will help me to gain a good understanding into what they believe and that their views are. 

This sample is best for my research as although police officers are arguably the ones who deal with the levels of crime rates, partner agencies like YOS and BAROD provide support to people after the crime has been carried out so they will have a good understanding on if substance misuse has played a part in their criminal behaviour. 

I also intend on asking members of the public as they may have experienced this themselves, whether being a victim or an offender. This will be beneficial to me as it will allow me to gain a good understanding on what specific substance, if any, has caused the crime to take place and what support was provided to them afterwards. 


	ETHICAL ISSUES:

Due to my questionnaire being online I will ensure it is anonymous as this will be an ethical issue I may encounter. People may be less willing to participate if they know their name will be visible and so by making it anonymous people can answer honestly knowing that no one will ever be able to know what they have answered. I will also ensure they understand that what they say will not be directly quoted in my final project, allowing them to answer with their honest opinion, making the answers I gain more reliable. 

Due to my topic being on substance misuse, there is a possibility that participants may be affected by this subject which is another ethical issue I may encounter. Therefore, I will ensure I include information within my questionnaire such as helplines and numbers they can call if they feel affected by discussing this subject. This will encourage them to seek support if they feel it is necessary.

I will also ensure that the questionnaires are completed within their own time and so will not interfere with their work or any other commitments that have.


	TIME SCALE:

In order to complete my final project within my time scale, I will need to consider the following:

Literature review: February 2025 – May 2025 (Due 5th May 2025)

Create questionnaire and plan for date gathering: May 2025 – June 2025 (Due 16th June 2025) 

Advertise and recruit participates and gather responses: June 2025 – July 2025

Review answers and write up results: July 2025 – August 2025 (Due 4th August 2024

Complete findings and conclusions: August 2025 – September 2025 (Due 8th September 2025)

Final submission: 6th October 2025
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