Name 		2







The Magistracy
BMPL4005, BMLW4006
Student name:Eugen Florea
Stuudent number:2225235













Table of Contents
Introduction	3
What is a magistrate?	3
A discussion about magistrates in the United Kingdom.	4
What are their primary responsibilities?	5
Thesis	6
Court closures	6
Characteristics	7
Advantages and disadvantages	8
Reform	9
Summary/Conclusion	10
References	11













[bookmark: _Toc134130105]	Introduction
	The magistrates' courts in the United Kingdom constitute an essential component of the criminal justice system, tasked with adjudicating the overwhelming majority of criminal cases presented before the courts. Magistrates, who are not professional judges, are selected from the surrounding community and possess diverse experiences and viewpoints. The utilization of magistrates to address minor criminal offenses is commonly acknowledged as a cost-efficient and effective approach. However, this practice has been a topic of continuous discussion and analysis. The present discourse aims to examine the merits and demerits of magistrates in dispensing justice, with a specific emphasis on the jurisdiction of the United Kingdom. The analysis will encompass an evaluation of the position of individuals within the criminal justice system, their primary duties, and essential attributes. Additionally, an assessment of the ramifications of court closures and other benefits and drawbacks will be conducted, along with an exploration of prospective reforms.
[bookmark: _Toc134130106]	What is a magistrate?
	According to the British Constitution Group (2021), Magistrates, also known as Justices of the Peace (JPs), are individuals who volunteer their services and perform a crucial function within the judicial system of England and Wales. The Lord Chancellor selects the individuals in question in collaboration with regional advisory committees and exhibits a range of diverse backgrounds. While formal legal qualifications are not required, individuals in this role undergo extensive training before commencing their responsibilities. These responsibilities encompass the authority to impose sentences such as imprisonment, community service, or other punitive measures upon defendants. The magistrates' system has a longstanding historical origin, with the primary objective of offering a nearby and convenient avenue for dispensing justice (Chamberlain et al., 2021). The present system places significant emphasis on community participation in the dispensation of justice, wherein magistrates' courts are situated in various towns and cities throughout the nation. Facilitating the attendance of defendants and witnesses in court can enhance access to justice and minimize the likelihood of intimidation.
	The utilization of magistrates in the judicial system is a financially efficient approach, given that magistrates do not receive remuneration and the operational expenses of the courts are substantially lower than those of superior courts. British Constitution Group (2021) continues to mention that the magistrates' system can efficiently and expeditiously manage many cases. Notwithstanding the benefits as mentioned earlier, apprehensions have been raised regarding the death of legal proficiency and know-how among magistrates, which may result in disparities in the imposition of sentences and verdicts. 
[bookmark: _Toc134130107]	A discussion about magistrates in the United Kingdom.
	Magistrates have played a crucial role in dispensing justice in the United Kingdom for more than six centuries. They have been responsible for adjudicating over 90% of criminal cases, which includes summary offenses like minor assaults and motoring offenses. Furthermore, they have the jurisdiction to preside over certain civil cases. The magistrates convene in tripartite benches, presided over by a chairperson, and render verdicts predicated upon the evidentiary material before them. Nonetheless, their sentencing authority is restricted because they cannot administer sentences exceeding six months of incarceration or a monetary penalty surpassing £5,000 (Chamberlain et al., 2021). Although magistrates are volunteers, they substantially influence the justice system in the United Kingdom by guaranteeing that justice is administered equitably and in compliance with legal standards. Probation officers are the primary interface for individuals who interact with the criminal justice system. This is vital in maintaining the public's trust in the system.
	Magistrates are selected from a heterogeneous range of individuals, mirroring the diversity of their respective regions. This practice guarantees that the judgments they render reflect the populace they serve. This holds significant importance as the magistrates' courts are widely perceived as the most approachable and relaxed courts within the United Kingdom. In addition, it has been asserted by the British Constitution Group (2021) that magistrates possess a more diverse array of experiences and knowledge than their professional judge counterparts. Individuals with diverse life experiences are better equipped to comprehend the circumstances of those who come before them and render more informed decisions that account for the social context of both the crime and the perpetrator. Nonetheless, utilizing magistrates may also entail certain drawbacks, as stated by the Her Majesty's Courts and Tribunals Service (2021). Initially, it is noteworthy that volunteers may need to possess an equivalent degree of legal education or proficiency as their professional counterparts, thereby resulting in disparities in the application of legal penalties and the construal of legal statutes. 
[bookmark: _Toc134130108]	What are their primary responsibilities?
	Magistrates play a crucial role in the judicial system of England and Wales. The Lord Chancellor designated the individuals in question and presided over legal proceedings in panels of three. According to the official website of Her Majesty's Courts and Tribunals Service (2021), the principal responsibility of these courts is to preside over criminal cases and ascertain the guilt or acquittal of the accused. The individuals in question possess the legal power to administer penalties within their prescribed jurisdiction, including but not limited to monetary sanctions, community service directives, and brief periods of incarceration. Magistrates play a crucial role in dispensing justice within their respective localities. The individuals in question possess the authority to execute warrants, including but not limited to search and arrest warrants, and officiate matrimonial ceremonies. Moreover, they possess the authority to conduct inquests, which are investigations into the reason for demise in situations where it is ambiguous or dubious (Chamberlain et al., 2021). Magistrates must uphold the principles of natural justice in their court as part of their role as judicial officers. The responsible parties must guarantee the provision of a just trial to the accused, allow them to present their arguments, and administer fair treatment. 
[bookmark: _Toc134130109]	Thesis
	Magistrates have encountered various obstacles in the United Kingdom, despite their crucial function in dispensing justice. These challenges include court closures, inquiries into their attributes, and the pros and cons of their efficacy, which have sparked discussions.
[bookmark: _Toc134130110]	Court closures
	Over the past few years, there has been a decrease in the number of courts and magistrates' courts due to budgetary constraints. This has resulted in a reduction of courts in England and Wales from 465 to 345 between the years 2013 and 2023. The implementation of the reduction above has been carried out to achieve cost savings. However, it has given rise to apprehensions regarding the accessibility of justice and the efficacy of magistrates in fulfilling their duties towards their respective communities (Her Majesty's Courts and Tribunals Service, 2021). The closure of local courts has resulted in a significant concern regarding extended travel times for defendants and witnesses, potentially causing practical challenges and financial strain. In certain instances, defendants have faced challenges in appearing before the court due to the geographical remoteness of the court, leading to postponements or even convictions in absentia. The circumstance above could adversely affect the impartiality of the trial proceedings and potentially result in erroneous legal outcomes.
	In addition, the cessation of operations in nearby judicial establishments has had a remarkable effect on the capacity of magistrates to discharge their duties efficiently within their respective localities. The familiarity of magistrates with the local community can serve as a valuable resource in facilitating well-informed decision-making. The closure of local courts may result in magistrates being compelled to preside over cases in unfamiliar territories, potentially impeding their capacity to comprehend the case's context and render well-informed judgments (Hunter and Campbell, 2023). To summarize, the closure of courts was implemented to reduce costs; however, it has resulted in a noteworthy effect on the accessibility of justice and the efficacy of magistrates in fulfilling their duties within their respective communities. 
[bookmark: _Toc134130111]	Characteristics
	Magistrates are a crucial element of the judicial system, and their voluntary status and varied backgrounds are perceived as advantageous features. According to Howard (2021), diversity within the magistracy can facilitate a comprehensive representation of viewpoints during the decision-making process, thereby mitigating the potential for partiality and fostering equity. Even so, specific individuals contend that this diversity of perspectives may result in contradictions in making decisions, particularly when the legal framework is intricate or ambiguous. The aforementioned issue stems from the fact that magistrates are not mandated to possess legal credentials, giving rise to apprehensions regarding their aptitude to render intricate legal judgments (Hunter and Campbell 2023). Although magistrates undergo training before commencing their duties, some contend that such training may need to be revised in furnishing them with the requisite legal knowledge and proficiency to render intricate legal judgments.
Additionally, it should be noted that magistrates need to possess the qualifications of professional judges and fulfill their duties part-time. According to Chamberlain et al. (2021), non-professional judges may possess a comparatively lower level of experience or expertise than their professional counterparts who have devoted their careers to the judicial system. 
[bookmark: _Toc134130112]	Advantages and disadvantages
	The magistrates in the United Kingdom are essential in administering justice, providing various advantages such as community engagement, facilitating accessible justice, and promoting diversity on the bench (GOV.UK. 2021). Magistrates, as volunteers, frequently participate in community activities, thereby gaining a deeper comprehension of the social and economic challenges that impact the surrounding region. The active participation of magistrates in community affairs facilitates a more holistic approach to the decision-making process, leading to a deeper comprehension of the obstacles encountered by the community. Furthermore, according to Collins (2021), magistrates offer an economical and non-formal avenue for individuals to settle their legal conflicts.
	Magistrates play a crucial role in the administration of justice by adjudicating criminal cases, meting out sentences, and adjudicating bail applications. Their approach to justice is characterized by inclusivity, as it allows regular citizens to participate in the judicial process and have their voices heard. Additionally, magistrates provide a platform for individuals to engage with the justice system, fostering civic responsibility and community involvement. The magistrates' system offers the advantage of bench diversity. The selection process aims to enlist magistrates from various societal segments with distinct backgrounds, experiences, and viewpoints (Hough and Hunter 2008). The presence of diversity within a group facilitates the inclusion of a multitude of perspectives and ideas during the decision-making process, thereby ensuring a comprehensive evaluation of all viewpoints before making judgments.
Despite its advantages, the magistrates' system has limitations, as it raises issues regarding uniformity and the process of making decisions. Although magistrates receive training, their lack of formal legal qualifications has raised concerns regarding their legal proficiency in rendering intricate legal judgments (Endicott 2021). Sufficient proficiency in the field may lead to contradictions in decision-making and give rise to uncertainties regarding the caliber of justice dispensed by magistrates 
[bookmark: _Toc134130113]	Reform
	In recent years, several proposals have proposed reforming the magistrates' system in the United Kingdom. These proposals aim to enhance its efficacy and mitigate concerns regarding its inconsistency and inadequate diversity (Hunter and Campbell 2023). Enhancing the training and support provided to magistrates has emerged as a prominent area of reform. Recommendations entail providing continuous training, implementation of mentoring initiatives, and enhanced oversight by experienced magistrates to equip them for their responsibilities adequately.
Enhancing diversity within the magistrates' bench is a crucial aspect of reform, as proposed by Citizens Advice (2021), which recommends targeted recruitment initiatives and improved assistance for marginalized communities. Furthermore, there have been suggestions to modify the sentencing authority of magistrates, including augmenting the highest possible penalty they can administer, to enable them to impose more fitting sentences in specific instances. Notwithstanding, these propositions have yet to be entirely executed, and certain obstacles and prospective resistance may arise against a few of them. The proposition of broadening the jurisdiction of magistrates to preside over complex criminal cases, which necessitate a trial by jury, would necessitate substantial modifications to the training curriculum and may encounter resistance from individuals who maintain that solely legally certified judge should preside over such cases. 
[bookmark: _Toc134130114]	Summary/Conclusion
	Court closures, irregular procedures, and a lack of legal knowledge have all been cited as problems with the judges' system. However, magistrates are essential because of their community involvement and varied experiences and perspectives. Better training, greater inclusion, and a shift in sentencing authority are just some of the ideas to enhance the current system. Magistrates perform a crucial role in serving the public and ensuring that the judicial system is open, fair, and efficient.
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