Professional Development Plan (PDP) - Task 2
I am currently in my first year of university studying events and international festival management. I am doing this course with the end goal of becoming an event’s organiser. I consider myself a creative person, I have a passion for baking and painting. I believe that these two hobbies allow me to express my creativity. This is a talent that will come in handy when event planning as I need great patience and organisation skills to do this job effectively. I am a bubbly and talkative person that is comfortable in social situations, this will allow me to seize career opportunities and network with potential clients. I have very little prior experience in the field. I have organised small gatherings for friends and family and love hosting people at my house for events and parties. I wish to gain a wider knowledge on what being an events planner entails, to do this I will been industry training and first-hand experience. 

In order to become an events planner, I must set SMART goals for myself. SMART stands for, specific, measurable, attainable, relevant, and time based. My fist SMART goal is to complete my undergraduate course in events and international festival management. To measure this goal, I will keep a progress tracker of my assignment results to ensure I am getting the grades necessary for next semester.  This goal is attainable as my grades are on track so far this year. This goal is relevant to my career as it is the degree needed to get into the business. I set a 3-year time plan for this goal to be achieved within, by this time my course would have ended, and I would have graduated from this undergraduate degree. A short-term goal I wish to achieve is to become more vigilant with my time. I have a habit of leaving assignments until last minute as I believe that I work well under pressure, this in fact, is not true. To do this I will use a planner to keep track of term dates and deadlines and remain on top of my workload. This will help massively with my stress levels and should increase my grades over time. One day soon I would love to plan a wedding for a client, to do this I must attain my degree in events and international festival management then build up a reputation and spread my name within the business. Event planning is a competitive industry, you can’t start over night. I wish to become an established events planner within the next 20 years. 

When applying for university I was unsure on what path to take. I was extremely unsure of myself and did not want to take the next step in life. therefore, I originally applied to do a similar course in my local college. Upon attendance I decided that the course was not for me and began looking at other options. I stumbled upon this events and international festival management course and thought that it would be perfect for me and my future career plans. I applied for the course and was lucky enough to be accepted on so last minute. Looking back on this, it is one of the best decisions I have ever made. From this experience I have learnt that I must take risks to get rewards. I never thought that I would go to university but here I am. 

This university course enables me to pick up skill-based training within the industry. Back in September I helped out with the student lock-in in the quadrant in Swansea. There I learnt how spontaneous the events industry is and how important it is to be able to think on your toes. When in charge of a task, if things don’t go as planned improvising with effective solutions is what keeps events running smoothly. Customer satisfaction and discretion is a priority. I received positive feedback from my supervisor immediately after this event. I think that this event went well considering it was the first I had done of its kind. I was thrown in the deep end with no previous training or explanation of what was expected of me. I think that the day as a whole was relatively unorganised therefore, I took charge of the situation and did what I thought would be right. This did not work out for the best, I should have tried harder to contact someone who had more knowledge on the subject however with the time frame, this was difficult. I think that in the future, a meeting prior to the event would be useful. If I was informed on what my role would be beforehand, I could be more prepared and knowledgeable on my responsibilities. Another experience I’ve had through the university is attending world travel market in London. This was a large-scale event, attending it allowed me to view one of its kind and gain an insight to what sort of things happen there. I attended the future you conference that was being held at the event. I thought that it was really informative and inspiring to have people from within the industry talk about their journey and to hear about what got them to where they are. I discovered that many of them had been sat exactly where I was, I found this really motivating. One thing they could have done differently is have more variety in their speakers, by the end of the conference I began to feel as though the same information was being repeated. This made me lose interest quite quickly despite me being previously engaged in the topics discussed. 


