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IMPACTS OF VIRTUAL LEARNING ENVIRONMENT ON STUDENTS’ LEARNING EXPERIENCE
INTRODUCTION
One advantages of the growth of information and communication technology is the invention of the virtual learning environment. VLEs are virtual classroom spaces designed for teachers and students to share and present resources and activities while interacting with each other like they normally do in real life (Leonardo, 2017).  The VLE is a design information space that is not restricted to distance education and permits the use of multiple technologies which are integrated in one system. The VLE has enabled most leading Universities to admit students in distant locations in the process saving the organizations funds that would have been used for building of structures and also travel expenses on the student part. According to (Ana, Ivana, & Nenad, 2012)m they found out that both teachers and students have different perception about the impact of VLE because the students credit VLE for learning process by supporting but the teachers disagree by saying that the VLE might be useful to the students’ learning, in no way do it support their teaching activities. This is the purposes of this work because it would show the impact of VLE on the students’ learning experience.
This work will investigate the impact of virtual learning environment on students’ experience using a mixed research method of qualitative and quantitative methodology in order to analyze the recovered data that would be gotten from the questionnaire used during the primary research and published articles on the problem matter for secondary research. I would make a conclusion and recommendation by giving my unbiased opinion on the impact.

RATIONALE
 A narrative research design was seen as the best possible means to investigate the impact of the virtual learning environment on the students’ experience. This method was chosen because it would enable the researcher to explore the lived experience of the students that have used or been using the VLE for educational or training purposes. This work was mainly to show how much of a factor in the learning experience of students is the VLE’s impact. According to Creswell, he explained that narrative design is mainly used when a researcher uses a narrative study to tell a story about the phenomenon (Creswell, 2013). Recently narrative research has been used for educational practices, especially in exploring experiences of students’ and teachers’ lives (Ana, Ivana, & Nenad, 2012).
In order to ascertain responses from students, the researcher used questionnaires that were generated from the main research question. Due to the data that would be analyzed which were from the questionnaires being the primary data source and published materials for the secondary data source; the mixed methodology was enacted in order to analyze the quantitative data from the questionnaires and qualitative data from the articles. Using either quantitative or qualitative analysis would not provide enough information to address the research problem.




OBJECTIVES
The singular objective of this research report was to investigate and report the impact of Virtual Learning Environment – Moodle on students’ learning experience in the University of Wales Trinity Saint David London Campus using primary research conducted using questionnaires and secondary data using published articles on the subject matter.

METHODOLOGY
Research methodology is mainly a guide and conduction of the research and it describes and analyzes the methods, broadens the limitations and resources, justify some reactions and relates findings to already explored and published knowledge of the research (Chinelo, 2016).  Methodology is really important in any research because they act as the pillars during the course of the research due to the fact that initial hypothesis is held in place while different data collections techniques are used in analyzing to get a result or new theory. Therefore during this research, the writer would use mixed methodology due to the nature of the data being analyzed and narrative research studied (Alev & Begum, 2014). Mixed methodology would provide a balanced analysis and an unbiased report by the use of quantitative and qualitative data analysis. The primary data source is the questionnaire that was sent out to 20 students in which their response to 10 questions was quantified producing quantitative data. This quantitative data would be further analyzed to qualitative data in order to clearly explain for simplicity. 
Three different published articles on the impact of VLE on students’ learning experience would be analyzed using qualitative data analysis that would be further analyzed into quantitative data through grouping of similar terms and theories. The secondary data would be used to support or disapprove the already develop hypothesis gotten from the primary data source.

DATA ANALYSIS AND RESULTS

PRIMARY DATA ANALYSIS
Questionnaires were sent out to 20 students and their responses were tabulated below
	Survey question
	SA
	A
	N
	D
	SD

	Accessing the Moodle was easy for me
	12
	5
	0
	3
	1

	The Moodle was more difficult to navigate than I would prefer
	10
	6
	1
	2
	1

	The Moodle provided quality training while learning
	17
	2
	0
	1
	0

	The collaborative assignments kept me focused
	13
	5
	0
	1
	1

	The platform enabled me to successfully complete lessons
	9
	8
	0
	2
	1

	The Moodle improved my confidence through the organization of contents and research materials
	9
	7
	2
	1
	1

	The Moodle made learning to be more efficient than real time learning
	5
	10
	1
	4
	0

	Finding course materials in the Moodle was easy
	4
	6
	5
	3
	2

	I believe that I have control of my learning process using the Moodle
	5
	9
	3
	2
	1


Table 1: Survey Questions




	


During the survey, the data gotten when the participates were asked about accessibility of the moodle showed that 53% and 26%  strongly agreed and agreed respectively of the total number of participates which was the majority. Therefore the data shows that the students could easily access the moodle for their resources and trainings prepared by the lecturers. A sum total of 85% agreed and strongly agreed that the moodle enabled them to successfully complete a lesson. This is very important for this research purpose because this gives a statistical verification of the impacts of the moodle on the students because they were glad they could complete and understand taught lessons through the medium. When asked about the efficiency of the moodle when compared to real-time classes, the 75% agreed in totality of the efficiency of the moodle because there was no distraction from other class members and learning could be done one on one by the students if they use the moodle to book meetings with their lecturers who are available. 20% disagree about the efficiency of the moodle which was because of the human factor that is lacking. The use of the moodle platform increased the confidence of the students who found the platform efficient and effective and it gave them the sense of control of their environment. 45% strongly agree while 35% agree to the increase of students’ confidence which was due to the independent nature of the platform. The continuous use of the system improved the individual functionality and utilization of the moodle. 10% of the participants were not decisive because they felt indifferent about the platform.
Therefore the findings have shown the impact of the moodle on the learning experience of the students has been advantageous in every aspect. The students believed that the moodle provided much needed assistance and improved their learning experience by making the lessons more interactive and exciting. According to the survey, locating course materials could be made a lot easier due to the long process of clicking through multiple pages but the materials have being really resourceful for educational and research purposes. 

SECONDARY DATA ANALYSIS
The article by (Clarence, 2017) on the impact on motivation to learn supported the research because he found out that the learners showed that VLE implementation into educational and training environment was very useful and technological fit. He found out that the participants enjoyed the experience due to the use of more visuals because the learners were able to visualize the scenario by placing images to the voices which was great. The participants felt more connected and the lessons made them to remain focus throughout the sections especially when the instructor used video camera to present instructional activities. 
In the research by (Anekwe, 2017), the findings were that the students indicated that the virtual classrooms had a positive impact on their learning. The findings supported the research because the writer said that students learn via collaboration in which they could interact with their tutors and this is done at their own pace. The work called for the virtual learning environment to be structured, planned and sustained due to the fact that there is a favorable impact on the learning experience of the students. Anekwe also talked about the factor of timing in her work because she found out that the course schedules were not developed at the essential time. The findings supported my research because the participants called for a constant and consistent update on the moodle in order to keep the students abreast with the learning processes.
There is a great support for further implementation of VLE into educational system because there is a confirmed research studies that have been carried out by various scholars which has shown the positive impacts the virtual learning environment has brought to the educational sector. Younger students who spend their time on the internet enjoy the experience because they do not feel disconnected from the virtual reality they created for themselves and friends. The virtual environment with the continuous improvement on the outlook and merging of social media has made learning to be more interactive and attractive. The economic impact is another major advantage because students can achieve the learning experience of educational institutions that are very far from their locations and the institutions can channel resources that would have been used for expansions of lecture halls for other essential requirement or improving the virtual learning environment.
CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATION
The development of virtual learning environment in educational institution has had a major positive impact on the learning experience of the students as seen from the report because the students seem to be confident in their abilities to process provided information and the learning environment have increase the level of focus on the current generation of students. This study has revealed that students enjoyed learning with their colleagues in a similar environment such as facebook, twitter or instagram because they could interact and respond with themselves instantly. 
Further research should be carried out on the impact of VLE on the teachers and lecturers ability to facilitate the teachings of their courses. Also research should be conducted the impact of VLE on the intelligence of the students because it would be useful to examine the intellectual abilities of students that uses the VLE and traditional learning methods.
Organization should seek to merge the social media platforms and the VLE in order to increase genuine interest of the students who spend most of their times interacting with their peers on those social platforms. Therefore when they could easily learn and improve on their personal abilities through similar platforms; the transition would be easier and it would not be a major mental shift for them.
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Confidence increase due to the use of the Moodle	SA	A	N	A	SD	9	7	2	1	1	Control of my learning process using the moodle	SA	A	N	D	SD	5	9	3	2	1	Accessing the Moodle was easy for me	SA	A	N	D	SD	10	5	0	3	1	The Moodle provided quality videos while learning
The Moodle provided quality training while learning	SA	A	N	A	SD	17	2	0	1	0	The platform enabled me to successfully complete lessons	SA	A	N	D	SD	9	8	0	2	1	The moodle made learning to be more efficient than realtime learning	SA	A	N	D	SD	5	10	1	4	0	