Choose four different countries 


Merger and acquisition activity in the UK and USA is active compared with in some other industrialised countries, like Germany and Japan. Opinion is split as to whether this is a good thing. The empirical facts show clearly that though mergers and acquisitions do generate economic gains, the sellers gain far more than the buyers. The threat of hostile takeovers has often stimulated capital restructuring and buyouts as a direct result of an intended merger or acquisition.


	TASKS


 
Students are required to:
	
a) Critically appraise the success of mergers and acquisitions in the four countries mentioned above.

1. The difference between mergers and acquisitions in general
2. The reasons and motives for M&A 
3. [bookmark: _GoBack]The different approaches to M&A in the countries stated in the assignment.
4. Any statistics that they can gather on the success rates, volume of M&A in these countries as well. 
5. Also the economic benefits of mergers and acquisitions and who gains more the buyers or sellers
6. Explain how the threat of hostile takeovers has often stimulated capital restructuring and buyouts as a direct result of an intended merger or acquisition to ward it off in these countries looked at and the results of this.

b) Analyse the possibilities of international harmonisation occurring in the merger and acquisition field.   


