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Task 4

Safeguarding in an area which is not your main area of work

Guidance: 
Social Care Wales require newly qualified social workers to provide evidence of their understanding of safeguarding work with adults and children. The assignment below will enable you to demonstrate this. N.B. if your usual area of work is with children please write about adult safeguarding. If you usually work with adults, then write about child safeguarding.  Ensure you meet the learning out comes for this task (see appendix 5 of the handbook).

	Question a:
In an area that is not your main focus of work (see guidance above), explain the relevant legislation, and the national, local and organisational policies and procedures for safeguarding. 

For this essay I will focus on adult safeguarding as this is not my usual area of work. Within Wales, Adult’s Safeguarding is underpinned by the Social Services and Wellbeing Act (Wales) 2014 (SSWBA, 2014). This Act focuses on safeguarding legislation for both children and adults within Wales and as a qualified social worker, I have a duty to safeguard all individuals who are at risk of harm. When working with children, I also support the adults involved who may also need protecting from harm therefore, it is essential I have knowledge and understanding of the duties to safeguard adults as well. 

Before the SSWBA (2014), adult safeguarding in Wales was underpinned by the Protection of Vulnerable Adults (POVA, 2004) within the Care Standard’s Act (2000) Section 7. This is still the case in England with adults safeguarding continuing to be underpinned by the Care Standard’s Act (2000). This, however, does not incorporate children’s safeguarding whilst the SSWBA (2014) covers safeguarding for both adults and children in Wales. 

The SSWBA (2014) came into force in 2016 with an aim to bring together and modernise social services law to promote the wellbeing of those who need care and support (Welsh Government, 2015). The Act is supported by regulations and codes of practice to help people and organisations work within the law. Part 7 section 126 of the SSWBA defines an adults at risk as follows:

(a) Is experiencing or is at risk of abuse or neglect,

(b) Has needs for care and support (whether or not the authority is meeting any of those      needs), and

(c) As a result of those needs is unable to protect himself or herself against the abuse or neglect or the risk of it. (Legislation.gov.uk, 2014).

There are 5 key principles underpinning the SSWBA (2014) which offer a robust approach to safeguard adults and children: 
· Voice and control
· Prevention and early intervention
· Well-being 
· Co-production and multi-agency. 
The Mental Capacity Act (2005) is another piece of legislation in place to safeguard adults. It covers adults who can’t make decisions for themselves or lacks capacity due to an impairment or disturbance in their mind or brain (Gov.co.uk, 2014). The Mental Health Act (1983) amended in 2007, is supported by the Mental Health Measures (Wales) Act 2010 which provides a legal framework for imporving mental health services by foscuing on people’s rights (Mind Cymru, 2022). It formed a central part of the Welsh Government’s strategy Together for Mental Health (2021). 

[bookmark: _Hlk148098817]The Care Act (2014) entitles all adults with care and support needs to receive public care and support through assessmet, provision of services and allocation of funds. The Human Rights Act (1998) safeguards adults by defending their rights in court and the Equalities Act (2010) sets out characterisitcs to ensure individuals with disabilities aren’t effected by direct and indirect discrimination, harassment and victimisation. The United Nations Principles for Older Persons (1991) protects the rights of older people with their independence, participation, care, self-fulfilment and dignity. 
[bookmark: _Hlk148099256]It can also also noted that The Data Protection Act (2018) and General Data Protection Regulations safeguard individuals by ensuring that all personal information is secured, protected and stored correctly and is only ever shared when it is appropriate to do so. 
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	Question b:
Reflect on the difference between safeguarding in adults’ and children’s work

Adults and children safeguarding share some similarities whereby, you could assume the signs and symptoms that would highlight harm within children would also raise concerns with adults (Koubel, 2016). Lord Lamming (2003) stated that safeguarding is the responsibility of everyone therefore, as a Children’s Social Worker, I also have a duty to report safeguarding concerns in relation to adults. 

The Social Services and Wellbeing (Wales) Act 2014 works to safeguard both adults and children at risk of harm. The aim for practitioners is to work with individuals holistically and person-centered and fall under the 5 core principles which are equally significant across both children’s and adults safeguarding. Before making an adult at risk referral, one must gain the individual’s consent however, if it has been assessed that the individual lacks capacity under the Mental Capacity Act 2005, the referral is to be made without consent. However, when safeguarding children, a referral can go in without the consent of parents as children do not have the capacity to consent to a referral being made therefore, it is a statutory duty for members of society to report a child at risk of harm (Doctor E, 1999). 

When a safeguarding concern is identified for an adult, they can decline any services offered to them if they have capacity. Adults can suffer many types of abuse including:

· Physical abuse
· Domestic violence or abuse
· Sexual abuse
· Psychological or emotional abuse
· Financial or material abuse
· Modern slavery
· Self-neglect
(Scie, 2015). 

However, when there is a safeguarding concern relating to a child, a Section 47 investigation under the Children’s Act 1989 is conducted. The investigation concludes whether action to safeguard is needed to promote the child’s welfare and the family must work with the Local Authority to promote change for the child’s overall wellbeing (Wales Safeguarding Procedures, 2019). 

Koubel (2016) shared the following differences between adult and children safeguarding;

One of the main differences between work with children or adults is that within legislation relating to children there is provision for a child to be removed from a risky situation through a court order, even if this is against the child’s wishes. With adults, this can only be achieved if the adult is seen as having a mental illness and as being a danger to themselves or others under mental health legislation. 

Children have limited rights compared to adults who have more choices and can choose to endanger themselves under the Human Rights Act (1998). If there are concerns that they are a risk to themselves or others, they may lose this right if they are detained under the Mental Capacity Act 2005 and deprivation of liberty safeguards. 
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