Chapter 2:
Literature Review

2.0 Introduction:
Within this chapter of the dissertation the aim is to provide a clear summary of existing literature from academic sources surrounding the topic of Taser use in Policing. The chapter will focus to critically analyse these current findings and illustrate potential gaps in the research. It will look to consider the current effectiveness of UK training models surrounding Taser usage and arguments and suggestions into enhancements of CED training. Furthermore, it will look to evaluate this previous research and package it in a that clearly illustrates findings and focuses on use of force.

This objective will look to be achieved by locating and examining research through various practicable means such as well-known internet search engines such as Google Scholar, this tool aides in locating information surrounding academic studies that are verified and also scholarly sources, and academic listed journals from approved sources such as universities. The research will contain extracts and citing from such sources as government publications, Policing databases, research, and development publications. This chapter will also utilise the function of the university library -University of Trinity Sain David – Online Library E-Learning. Literature within the section may assist the researcher in producing primary research and also in the creation of the methodology for data collection. Specific search terms used to obtain information surrounding the topic including “Taser use UK”, “Public perception of Taser”. “Taser and use of force” and “Taser in policing”.

This Dissertation has the following key objectives in relation to research:
· Objective (1) To Investigate and analyse existing literature surrounding Taser as a use of force in Policing and critically evaluate current arguments supporting usage and current training practices and cover those against.
· Objective (2) To Explore a need for more Police to carry Taser due to current crimes patterns and violent offending. 
· Objective (3) To Identify public perceptions on the use of Taser and their opinions through academic studies.
· Objective (4) To highlight areas where more academic research is needed and identify areas of interest.
Within this chapter is will look to explore these objectives. 
2.1 What is CED TASER and what makes it a use of force?
A controlled Energy Device or CED is a less lethal firearm specifically designed to aide in incapacitating a person through implantation of a controlled electrical current that targets the subject’s neuromuscular system for a short period of time through a painful electrical current, (College of Policing, 2013).  Taser international is an American brand of the device and it was implemented into UK policing in the year 2003, following on from trials by firearms officers in five counties in the UK and authorisation being granted by the Home Secretary at the time David Blunkett. Within the UK “TASER” constitutes as a Section 5 Firearm under the Firearms Act 1968 and is prohibited; However, UK Police officers are exempt and do not require further legal authority to carry the device, (Terry McGuiness, 2016). The Home office identifies CED as a use of force tactic within UK policing, and states force can be use or seen to have been used in seven situations when the device has been, drawn, aimed, re-dotted, arched, dry stun, fired and angle fired, officers whom carry out any of these tactics must document their use of force, (Home Office, 2015).

2.2 Police and Public’s perception on Taser – Is it supported?
In recent decades Police forces have seen an uplift in the presence of Taser in modern policing. Due to its capabilities some of its use had gained controversies and a voice of public opinion surrounding the matter, and although there had been research done into the physiological effects of taser, there is a deficit in the opinions of the public and the social effects of this introduce technology (Wolf and DeAngelis, 2010). Between the year 2015 to 2021 the Independent Office of Police Conduct (IOPC) conducted academic research and issued findings surrounding the use of Taser in the UK. Some highlighted statistics show 17,000 incidents involving taser between 17/18, there was then a 50% rise of incidents to 32,000 nationally between 19/20. The report details that the presence of taser alone can be a deterrent and in the majority of these incidents taser was not discharged. However, community focus groups and various organisations still express the growing concern surrounding taser use and implications and a lot of that focus is on relation to death or serious injuries and use on persons vulnerabilities, children, and unjustified use on black or ethnic groups, (IOPC, 2021). In a 2014 report from the Independent Police Complaints Committee (IPCC) the study documented how the improper use of Taser was have a detrimental effect on public trust towards Police as officers were using the device as a compliance tool against offenders and inflicting pain through, out dated techniques such as the “Dry Stun” which was no longer used due to it simply causing intense pain to a subject and not reaching the goal of incapacitation, (Terry, McGuinness, 2016).  This motion could be deemed as a form of torture and as McGuinness documents in his paper “Taser use in England and Wales, 2016” stating any use of the Taser must be, lawful, proportionate accountable and absolutely necessary in all instances. Its use for a reason other than mitigating a threat of violence may engage Article 3 of the European Convention on Human Rights which details the prohibition of torture and of inhuman or degrading treatment, (Terry, McGuiness,2016). Concentrating on the issue of Human Rights, activist groups such as Amnesty International also issue their opinions on Taser, they state although they do see the positive aspects for its use in policing, they can also highlight negative effects. Amnesty International highlight two cases in the UK whereby individuals have died, and Taser has been linked as a contributing factor, and like the 2021 report from the IOPC they also voice concerns for the rise in over-usage on groups such as BAME persons, persons suffering with vulnerabilities and minority groups, (Amnesty International, 2018). Furthermore, the activist group states the British Public should attempt to resist calls for “Every officer to carry taser” as it comes with more risk to the public and more room for error. A recent 2024 research study conducted in Scotland explored some interesting points surrounding the differences in officer perception in comparison to the public surrounding Taser, but it also illustrated alignments in viewpoint also covering supportive opinions. Using qualitative comprehensive data from interviews with, 13 Specialized Trained Officers (STOs), 88 Police officers and focused community groups involving 66 members of the public, (Deuchar et al., 2024), the study found that the majority of officers perceive Taser to be and effective deterrent against violent offending and as a result benefitted community safety. However, while the vast majority of the community is supportive and agreed with the positive factors, further concerns were risen in relation to misuse of Taser against young persons and also the risk surrounding vulnerable people. This finding would align then with what was already touched up in the findings of De Angelis and Wolfs, 2013 research in that, a lot of the public’s apprehensions about misuse simply derive from there misunderstanding of the information of misinformation entirely, surrounding the device, and highlight the need for the enhancement of community engagement and education alongside Police, (DeAngelis and Wolf, 2013). To expand on this research Author Abi Dymond a senior lecturer in Criminology at Exeter university carried out extensive research surrounding Taser use both in England and Wales and other countries, he findings in relation to perception found there was a duality to Taser, (Dymond, 2021). In one hand they were effective as they minimised risk to both officers and suspects relative to other uses of force, however they are far from risk free. Dymond noted this dual nature informs the publics own opinion and although some opinions demonstrated an understanding and agreement with Police that Taser was a safer alternative to a firearm, others saw again potential for misuse especially surrounding officer misjudgement and potential biased actions.
A 2012 study by Academics titled “Examining Officer and Citizen Accounts of Police use of force incident, took a different approach to research by not just speaking with Police and members of the public but by also investigating the opinions of citizens who had actively resisted of attempted to resist lawful Police commands and force was use, (Rojekv et al,.2012). The study collected data from multiple types of use of force incidents, not limited to but including Taser usage, the findings highlighted discrepancies between how the public and Police registered and interpret the same scenario. The findings detailed that Police often focus on the operation correctness and the protocol in place as well as the presence of threat or risk, whereas the public will often look at a scenario through the eye of fairness, accountability, and necessity. This finding then highlights the public need to clarify the use of force or in fact the degree of force used such as Taser and the Police defending their actions in the name of Policy and safety for person involved. 

2.3 How is Taser used in modern Policing – Violent offending.




2.4 Current UK training models surrounding CED/TASER.

2.5 Evaluating the effectiveness / Efficacy of Taser. 
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