
Seminar Session 2 – WEEK 4
Literature Review as a Research Methodology: 
Overview and Guidelines

Below is a DBA-level seminar design for Week 4 based on the article “Literature Review as a Research Methodology: An Overview and Guidelines” by Hannah Snyder. The activities encourage critical engagement, methodological reflection, and application to doctoral research.
The questions are designed so that each group presents a 15-minute feedback discussion to the class.
Source article: 
Literature review as a research…
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jbusres.2019.07.039

Seminar Learning Focus
By the end of the session, students should be able to:
· Understand literature review as a research methodology
· Distinguish between systematic, semi-systematic, and integrative reviews
· Identify methodological design steps in literature review research
· Critically evaluate rigour, transparency, and contribution in literature reviews
The article argues that literature reviews are not simply summaries, but structured research methods that synthesise existing knowledge and enable theory development. 
Literature review as a research…

Group Activity Structure
Students are divided into three groups.
Each group will:
1. Discuss assigned questions (20 minutes)
2. Prepare a 15-minute presentation explaining:
· Key insights
· Critical reflections
· Implications for DBA research

· 

Group A – Understanding Literature Reviews as Research Methodology
Focus
Conceptual foundations and purpose of literature reviews.
Discussion Questions
1. According to Snyder, why has the literature review become increasingly important in modern research environments?
2. What problems arise when literature reviews are conducted without systematic methodology?
3. How does a literature review contribute to:
· theory development
· knowledge synthesis
· identifying research gaps?
4. In what ways does a literature review function as a research method rather than simply a background section?
5. Why is transparency in the review process critical for academic rigor?
6. What are the risks of selective evidence or confirmation bias in literature reviews?
7. How could literature reviews support doctoral-level research design?
Output for Whole Class
Group A should present:
· A conceptual explanation of literature review as a research methodology
· Key risks of poor literature review practice
· Implications for DBA research projects



Group B – Types of Literature Review Approaches
Focus
Comparative analysis of review methodologies.
Discussion Questions
1. What are the key differences between:
· Systematic literature review
· Semi-systematic (narrative) review
· Integrative review?
2. What types of research questions are appropriate for each review approach?
3. Why are systematic reviews often described as the “gold standard”?
4. What limitations make systematic reviews difficult in business and management research?
5. How do semi-systematic reviews help analyze complex and interdisciplinary topics?
6. Why are integrative reviews considered the most conceptually demanding?
7. Which type of review is most suitable for:
· emerging research fields
· mature research fields
· theory development?
Output for Whole Class
Group B should present:
· A comparison framework of the three review types
· Strengths and limitations of each method
· Which method might be most suitable for DBA research topics




Group C – Conducting and Evaluating a Literature Review
Focus
Methodological process and quality criteria.
Discussion Questions
1. The article outlines four phases of literature review research. What are they?
2. Why is research design crucial in the first phase of a literature review?
3. What factors must be considered when developing a search strategy?
4. Why are inclusion and exclusion criteria essential for ensuring rigor?
5. What are common mistakes researchers make when conducting literature reviews?
6. What criteria should be used to evaluate the quality of a literature review?
7. What distinguishes a publishable literature review from a descriptive summary?
Output for Whole Class
Group C should present:
· A step-by-step framework for conducting a literature review
· Key quality evaluation criteria
· Recommendations for doctoral researchers



Whole-Class Discussion (Final 15 Minutes)
After the three group presentations, discuss:
1. What distinguishes a DBA-level literature review from a master’s level review?
2. Should literature reviews aim primarily to identify gaps or problematize existing knowledge?
3. How can literature reviews generate new conceptual frameworks?

