

Middle Kingdom statuette, re-inscribed for Harsiese, High Priest of Memphis in the Third Intermediate Period
[image: ]The statuette could be of Harsiese II or Harsiese I. The statuette is supposedly from approx. 1981–1550 B.C, which makes it uncertain which Harsiese it is a depiction of, as Harsiese I dates are either unknown or are speculated, with little definity, and Harsiese II, who was High Priest of Memphis during the last three years of Osorkon II’s rule (who reigned 872–837 BCE) and was later King of Thebes himself. It is possible that the archeologists/researchers in question were incorrect with their dating, and it could be Harsiese II, however, as his dates are unknown, it could potentially be Harsiese I too.
The statuette is, according to the Met Museum, 15.7 cm in height, 4.8 cm in width, has a diameter of 4.5 cm and is made from greywacke rock, which is a deviation of sandstone; different in hardness, has a darker colour and sometimes containing grains of mud rock, limestone, feldspar, chert, quartz and volcanic rocks, among others. The statuette itself is a dark gray colour, and contains both high and low relief carving (high relief is when the material used has been cut or carved away to form the shape and low relief is images or engravings have been chiseled into the material), as the statuette has been shaped first and the hieroglyphs have been imprinted into the graywacke. Most of the etched hieroglyphs are still visible, it is clear however, that the statuette has been affected by corrosion and some has broken off, as his legs and part of the inscription have gone. His upper half is still very clear; it is still possible to make out possible facial features (unless the statuette has been reinscribed to him, as is the case, seen by the slightly lighter colouration of the area containing the hieroglyphs, means that the statuette was not meant for Harsiese originally, particularly considering that such an item would have held more prestige . There is also a slight possibility that even if the statuette had been dedicated to him, the sculptor may have used a different model or had gone off on stereotypical priest attire, however, seeing as he was a high priest, this would have been highly unlikely). That, by its very nature would mean that it could not have been an object that would simply be discarded, and it is unlikely to have a ritual usage as none of the Harsiese’s held a position worthy enough to be worshiped. Even as a king of Thebes, Harsiese did not hold the power of a true pharaoh; his title appears to have been just that- a title with little weight.
It is plausible that the statuette may have been intended, after the reinscription, to be placed in Harsiese’s tomb or grave. If the statuette is of Harsiese I, it would have probably been put in his tomb, placed in the palace of Thebes or might have even made its way elsewhere. The original may have been a shabti (which were little statuettes that were originally, in the 12th dynasty when their name is first recorded, of the tomb owners and were later representations of servants), due to its small size. It was not uncommon for things like statuettes and tombs to be reused. One of the Harsiese’s owned sarcophagus originally belonged to Henutmire, who was the sister of Ramesses II. Furthermore, if the statuette had been reinscribed while Harsiese was still alive, he could have asked it to placed wherever he wanted, which would bring complications with the dating and location of the statuette. 
There are many complications to overcome with this statuette. The first is the fact that it was reinscribed, making it difficult to pin point where the statuette actually originated from, which, in addition to my second point; that some of the hieroglyphs are missing to the statuette being broken, makes it unclear which Harsiese the statuette is dedicated to. This leads me to my third point, that as such, it is difficult to express what usage and what degree of prominence it would have held to Harsiese, to the people and to the time. Furthermore, I could not find a single article, essay or report about the statuette, making it progressively distressing to explain. 
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