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        Navigating Language and Literacy in the digital world!


Introduction

According to Sheldon-Dean (2022) reading stories to children from birth is an important part to building pathways to language and cognitive development and that reading to them helps build new words and to discover the world around them. However, Department for Education (2023) suggests that children develop literacy, language and imagination when they are exposed to hands on experiences, it also helps children’s personal, social and emotional development. Additionally National Literacy Trust (2017) says that reading through digital technology has become part of  everyday use and can support communication in literacy by using e-books and reading games online. Both digital and traditional reading provides a link to development in reading, writing and digital comprehension, which equally both are just as important to language and learning. 

Greimann (2017) suggests that when props are used during storytelling, it brings the characters to life, and that children are able to engage with the story and make up their own story with the prop, encouraging communication and taking turns. National Deaf Children’s Society (n.d) suggests that when props are used it also includes children who are deaf or hard of hearing, making the story more inclusive. This is supported by Datta (2024) who also suggests that the use of props catches the attention of children, as it brings the story to life by becoming a performance, in the video the reader only had one prop which may not be as engaging to children and retain their attentions, but having too many can be a distraction, and children may not be able to keep up with the story. Greimann (2017) Also suggests that when expressions are used it shows the emotion of the character, this was agreed with Datta (2024) who also said that when emotions and feelings are showed, it develops empathy in children. In the video the reader used a prop to go with the digital video, the prop was not used in way to engage the children. The reader just held on to the prop ‘stickman’ and looked awkward, as if they was unsure on ways to use the prop.
In the video the reader has a book with rhyming words, this was to help children to hear distinct sounds within words, developing their phonic sounds for example boy-toy, see-tree, by encouraging the children’s listening skills, and focus on the sounds, although during the video the reader did not point out the rhyming words within the book. Research by Mullen (2017) suggests that when children are exposed to rhyming words helps children to decode words and to help blend when reading. This is agreed with Boardman (2019) but also goes on to say that rhymes also involves imagination and inspires children’s creativity, when children are exposed to phonics and rhymes children are more likely to be engaged and that helps to develop narrative skills. Therefore, According to Beaumont (2022) when using phonic sounds within books, it helps children to recognise patterns in sounds which can help build a foundation to literacy.  However, Medford and McGeown (2016) suggests that using rhyming books can help children to navigate their emotions. 

Booktrust (2024) believes that reading develops physical skills, for example lifting, moving and manipulating books, developing babies and young children’s gross motor skills within their arms. This is shown in the video of the reader who uses a book showing the children how to hold a book,  the right way the book should be as in not upside down, and the force behind turning the page, she is turning the pages slowly and with little force, so as not to rip the page. Turning pages and lifting flaps in a book helps children to develop fine motor skills which involves using small muscles in the fingers, and being able to grasp the book requires precision and control this is agreed with Booktrust (2024) that when young children learn to turn pages, lift flaps in a book, it develops the strength in their wrists, fingers and thumbs developing their fine motor skills, the more they learn to turn/lift pages, they discover the force needed to move/lift the page and adapt their strength so as not to rip the pages, supporting their understanding of force as they explore. However Mclean (2020) believe that a using a screen also has a purposeful approach, with practices to include opportunities for variety, individuality, S and T touch repertories for example S – scan, stroll, skim, surge, swipe, spread and T – Type, text, tweet, tag, tap, are ways that screen reading can also develop fine motor skills also with it being useful with modern day reading practices. Mclean (2020) also believes that a screen presence shifts the level of engagement, interaction and the inherent response to a text, the modes used beyond words and prints, children’s mean-making representations help support reading to immerse and understanding in content within the classroom/early years settings. According to Korpilahti et al (2016) study found that biological and environmental factors may play a part in children’s language being delayed. Within the study it found that children who had family with language delays scored lower in the language assessment than children who have family that did not have any language delays, this was believed to be down to biological factors in some children. Although, environmental factors was not rules out in children’s language delay, such as parents education level, siblings, family income and cultural heritage was also a possible cause to language delays. However, Karani et al (2022) suggests that children who have prolonged digital screen time may have poor development, and that early stimulation, books and home environment is important for a child’s language development within the first 1000 days or three years of life, for the brain to development, acquiring speech and language skills. However, increased digital screen time may be an area that needs more research on the impact on development delay. However, Canadian Paediatric Society (2017) disagreed that digital screen time could cause delays, they argue that digital screen time can help develop language and literacy, when apps and e-books are used, they can build literacy with letters, phonics and word recognition, it is suggested that children learn from direct actions and interactions with adults. This was seen In the readers digital video, where the children was able to engage with the reader and join along with reading the words on the television screen.

BBC Teach (n.d) suggests that when children are given a book they learn to turn the pages themselves, giving them independence. They are able to use their own imagination from the pictures and make up their own story, and that It is important for children to ask questions, and for adults to ask children questions, when questions are asked it helps develop children’s comprehension skills for example in the videos the reader is asking questions “which pirate do you think Polly will find?” “What do you think might happen next?”. It also helps children develop empathy as they discover within a book that others have feelings and different beliefs, and that it is okay to be different, when reading a book listening skills are developed. However, Schwartz and Sparks (2019) suggests that if children are not able to decode words, they would not be able to understand the meaning behind them, but even if a child is able to understand the alphabet, it does not mean they are able to read or even be good readers. Schwartz and Sparks (2017) also go on to suggests that there are five parts to reading in younger children they need: oral language skills, an understanding of syntax, grammar, vocabulary and idioms, as well as general topic- specific are also important for reading comprehension, as children get older to be able to read they need: Phonemic awareness, phonics, fluency, vocabulary and comprehension to be able to understand the language being used.

National Literacy Trust (2022) said that between 2019 and 2022 reading standards had fallen from 75% to 67%, and writing had fallen from 69% to 58%, however the gap in 2023 had closed there was still a disadvantage compared to pre pandemic levels. However, Welsh Government (2023) suggested that the pandemic had a negative affect and that targeted funding and initiatives was to address these issues looking at interventions within schools.

Welsh Government (2018) set out a new curriculum for Wales which included the digital competence framework. The skills set out was to gain knowledge and an attitude to enable confident, creative and critical use of technologies and systems, which is essential for learners in today’s society to be informed and capable citizens, which is set out within the four principles in the framework that is set out in the new Welsh curriculum. This came about after Donaldson’s (2015) reviewed the Welsh curriculum and discovered that digital competent framework was not used within the cross curricular as a requirement, like subject such as literacy and language. For children to gain competency in literacy they need it to include spoken words, spelling and syntax, this is an essential part of learning within the curriculum and it needs to be of a rich context for children to gain an understanding of what they are learning about to be able to write about it, and the digital competence needs to be within the curriculum as children need to be able to use the skills for communication, information, leisure as well as education. The recommendations brought to the curriculum was that a digital competence framework needed a route to learning digitally and would need to be included within the language, literacy and communication framework (Donaldson 2015). Therefore, the Welsh Government (2018) set out to change the DCF (Digital Competence Framework) to be more inclusive to all learners, this included children with additional learning needs, taking into account individuals strengths and needs, which is set out within the United Nations Conventions on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC) and the Welsh Governments strategy document children’s and young people’s rights to action (2004) that all children deserve to have the right to be provided with an education that develops personality and talents to their full potential (Welsh Government 2018).

According to research by Dash (2023) Chomsky proposed that children were born with an innate ability to acquire language, he argued that the brain is programmed to structure language, which he called Language Acquisition Device (LAD). Chomsky suggests it is not just words, but also gaining an understanding of the language that is also about culture, tradition and from communities that is embodied within the language and that words should have meaning rather than just decoding. Chomsky’s theory also suggested that children are not passive learners but have an active innate to grasp the language structure, for example when a child listens to their parent or carer they recognise the language unconsciously. Although, language is innate, the environment also plays a role in learning and developing language. White (2021) research also looked at Chomsky’s belief that the first five years in childhood was important in developing language as past this age the effectiveness starts to reduce, therefore, suggesting that children need exposure to a rich language environment so they can hear and engage, but it is also important for children should be treated as individuals as they develop at different rates, and support should be provided as they move on from reading to writing. However, Ghalebi and Sadighi (2015) research found that Tomasello disagreed with Chomsky’s theory that children was born with language but that language emerges from language and that children build language from cognitive skills and that children acquire language with two sets of cognitive skills, intentional-reading where children determine the goals or intentions of the adult speaking as they use linguistic conversations to achieve social ends, and pattern-findings where children extract linguistic schema or constructions from the individual speaker, therefore, having to main points being functional and grammatical (Ghalebi and Sadighi 2015).

Conclusion

In summary children develop literacy and writing skills, they learn to blend words and phonically sound out words. Whilst watching the videos of the reader, they choose a book and a digital book. The book had rhyming words throughout, the reader did not point out that the book had rhyming words or ask the children If they recognised any sounds, if this book was read again, the children would benefit from the reader pointing out the words that rhyme and getting the children involved by asking questions “can they see any other words that rhymes?” “where are the rhyming words? At the beginning, middle or end of the sentence?”, although, the reader was dressed up this would have got the children engaged and asking questions. The digital book had a prop which was not very engaging, next time maybe not using a prop or use the prop to act out the story without using the book, Whilst reading the book the children was engaged in the story as the reader was asking questions and encouraging them to read along at certain points. The use of digital has involved the use of AI text along with google text, AI is tailored to the users questions, it does not always give accurate, relevant or suitable text as where google text looks at the users question and provides information that is more recent, in data that is released, by using AI or google the user is able to critically analyse the sources provided and decide if the texts is relevant and up to date.
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