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Quality Provision in the Early Years 

What is quality? 

Quality in the early years is a topic that’s definition is highly discussed and debated within 

the sector (Cottle, 2012). Manchester City Council (2023) state that high-quality early years 

childcare can be defined as contributing positively to improving outcomes for children. Iles 

(no date) furthers this and puts forward that a cohesive understanding of what contributes to 

high-quality provision in the early years is important in giving children the best start in life. 

Quality provision in early education and care is secured by a workforce that is confident in 

working together, parent relationships, an understanding of child development and the child 

at the centre of all pedagogy (Foundation Years, no date).  

Pacey (no date) agrees that an understanding of the importance of child development 

contributes to the improvement of quality childcare as they put forward that more qualified 

practitioners deliver better quality care. However, although Nutbrown (2012) agrees that p 

ractitioners who are qualified tend to provide a higher quality care they argue that the 

content of level 3 qualifications lack substance and need to strengthen practitioners 

knowledge on child development, play and care to guarantee quality. Pascal, Bertram and 

Cole-Alback support the notion of childcare qualifications needing to be updated and more 

accessible for all however, contrastingly suggest that the childcare sector is increasingly 

struggling to recruiting practitioners for qualifications and in turn is struggling to fund the 

change of these qualifications.  

Bland (no date) emphasises how quality can be a challenge to define as it can be very 

personal based upon pedagogy, experience and own opinions. Finding Quality Child Care 

(no date) furthers this and suggests that high quality childcare through a child’s eyes means 

feeling at ease and accepted in a setting, by giving them a voice it allows them to feel 

important (Early Years Careers, 2016). Contrasting this, Early Excellence Inspirational 

Learning (2021) state that a high quality childcare setting provides children with a space with 

resources that spark natural curiosity and allow open ended play opportunities. Providing 

children with authentic resources sparks a wider range of experiences and presents 

opportunities for critical thinking and exploration therefore improving quality of care and 

education (Rides, 2021). 

Quality in the early years is important and can be affected by all attributes such as staff 

knowledge and pedagogy and the implementation of these in settings, as supported by 

Hayes, Toole and Halpenny (2022). High quality provision in early years settings lead to 
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children achieving higher educational outcomes than children who attend settings with poor 

quality provision, as supported by Foundation Years (no date). This is furthered by Early 

Years Development (2018) who detail that high quality childcare in the early years has been 

linked to healthy cognitive, behavioural and physical development and so, lays a foundation 

for future development and attainment (Archer and Oppenheim, 2021). 

However, Stirrup, Duncombe and Sandford (2014) highlight that early years settings that 

provide high quality provision are only open for parents with a higher income meaning that 

children from lower income families do not gain this foundation for the future. Rice et al 

(2019) supports this and presents that low income families lack money for stable, suitable 

and quality childcare which impacts the child’s development and attainment when starting 

school.  Welsh Government (no date) offer a government-funded childcare scheme for 

families who earn less than £100,000 a year that offers 30 hours of childcare a week for 3-4 

year olds, it aims to offer quality childcare to those who cannot afford it (Ceredigion County 

Council, 2023). However, Jacobs (2019) suggests that childcare offers may stunt quality in 

childcare as due to high numbers of children and lack of staff correct ratios may be 

questioned and not adhered to. 

In order to ensure quality continuous improvement and professional development must be 

undertaken in the setting (Brighton and Hove City Council, no date). Australian Children’s 

Education and Care Quality Authority (2020) highlight that is it everybody in the settings 

responsibility to uphold standards and do their utmost best to provide high quality care to the 

children in their setting. Weinstein (2022) contrasts this by detailing that it is the 

responsibility of management to uphold quality through training opportunities for staff and 

funding for resources. This is supported by Welsh Government (2016) support this and it 

details that leaders should develop quality provision that meets the needs of children, 

parents and the wider community. 

 

 

Sustained Shared Thinking and Emotional Wellbeing Scale 

The Sustained Shared Thinking and Emotional Wellbeing Scale (SSTEW) is designed to 

assess quality of an environment and pedagogy in social and emotional development 

domains (Victoria State Government, 2020). Howard et al (2018) further this and support 

that SSTEW was developed to assess interactional quality of care in the early years based 

on developmental theories and research. The scale considers adult and child relationships 
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taking into consideration planning learning spaces that provide a deeper focus of the role of 

the adult in quality (Nursery World, 2015). 

 An important aspect of quality is the relationships that practitioners have with the children 

they care for (Melhuish, Siraj and Kingston, 2015), this interaction between child and 

practitioner can help development and learning in the setting. The SSTEW scale focuses on 

how practitioners support children’s language in thinking, social and emotional well-being 

(Watch me grow, no date). James (2022) emphasises the importance of interactions 

between a child and practitioner to the development of language, social and emotional skills. 

When sustained shared thinking happens it allows practitioners to develop their 

understanding of children and their continued learning in play and discussions which 

(Inclusion and Professional Support Program, 2021), in turn, helps improve quality through 

practitioners knowledge of the individual child and their needs (Better Kid Care, 2016). 

The sustained shared thinking and emotional wellbeing scales are divided into five sub-

scales; these are, building trust, confidence and independence, social and emotional well-

being, supporting and extending language and communication, supporting learning and 

critical thinking and assessing learning and language (Hoare, no date). Each sub-scales are 

given a rating from 1-7, 7 being the highest quality, once each have been scored an average 

score is calculated (Brodie, 2015). 

Howard et al (2018) details that settings score well on this scale if they observed having 

meaningful interactions with children who they seem to know well. It is clear when a child is 

familiar and comfortable with a practitioner as they may enjoy discussions and being a part 

of decision making and planning (Ashford, 2015). By asking children to elaborate or 

suggesting other ways to do things whilst also respecting their decision making sustained 

shared thinking is taking place and enhancing the critical thinking of children (Hildebrandt 

and Musholt, 2020). However, Mackenzie (2016) shares a separate viewpoint and suggests 

that when observing sustained shared thinking body language is just as important as 

discussion, highlighting the importance of practitioners being down at child level, giving eye 

contact, nodding and smiling to convey to the child they are listening to their opinions. 

Howard et al (2018) suggest that the SSTEW scale only captures a small scale of what may 

be actually happening within a setting and therefore does not give a full intensive rating as it 

is based upon small snippets and observations, therefore questioning validity and reliability 

(First Discovers, no date).  

Siraj-Blatchford et al (2002) found that children benefit well when adults have a warm 

responsive relationship with them and Patel (2020) state that parents draw comfort from a 

parent-practitioner relationship and from seeing their child happy and comfortable in the 
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practitioners presence. National Children’s Bureau (2021) state that parents enjoy the notion 

of practitioners taking part in sustained shared thinking with their child as it allows the child 

to navigate their learning and be heard in the settings. However, Brodie (2016) argues that 

parents don’t know enough about sustained shared thinking and its benefits to appreciate 

the SSTEW scale and that it is practitioners jobs to educate parents about the benefits of 

what they are doing in the setting. An argument against this is put forward by Bryce-Clegg 

(2018) who suggests that practitioners do sustained shared thinking with children without 

thinking about it on a daily basis by giving them a voice and helping them to articulate and 

carry out choice.  

 

Baby Effective Early Learning Programme (BEEL)  

Effective Early Learning (EEL) and Baby Effective Early Learning Programme (BEEL) are 

designed for practitioners to become researchers in their own settings to drive quality 

improvement through reflective practice (Centre for Research in Early Childhood, no date). 

Effective Early Learning and Baby Effective Early Learning Programmes are self evaluations 

for every setting that provides early education and care for children from 0-7 years (Nursery 

World, 2012). This section will focus on BEEL. BEEL is designed to help practitioners in 

auditing their practice to support deep-level learning in children and provide a basis for 

professional development and training (Crosse, 2013). 

How is works is that practitioners are provided with training to support Early Years settings to 

improve their quality of provision by providing them with supported development strategies to 

use in practice (Centre for Research in Early Childhood, no date), the course is 1 year 

duration. It originates from Pascal et al (1998) who targeted strategies to early years settings 

in hopes of improving quality by building on existing skills and expertise of practitioners 

working with young children.   

Effective practice is about ensuring that every child in a setting is receiving optimum benefits 

from their experiences in the early years (Early Years Matters, 2023). The Early Learning 

Institute (2022) highlights how practitioners who understand child development can help in 

facilitating purposeful play to aid in early learning. NSW Government (2022) further develop 

that practitioners need to understand their purpose in an early years setting and how what 

they do and say impacts the development of the child. Mason, Fawkes and Knight (2022) 

detail that when practitioners and underprepared then children are given low quality 

provision, therefore, praising BEEL as beneficial for practitioners to improve quality.  



2003887                                                                                                                                    Word Count: 2081 

The BEEL programme allows practitoners to learn deeper about this child development 

knowledge that they need to support learning in settings (Oecd, 2020). However, Webster 

(2020) details that practitioners don’t need heaps of training to be able to understand 

children and what they really need is experience and time with children to truly be capable of 

understanding their needs. IFSEC Global (2012) supports this and details that training lacks 

substance and is of little importance if it is not paired with experience. Further critising this is 

Nutbrown (2012) who details that research has shown that graduate level practitioners, who 

have a clear understanding of child development, as leaders has shown huge positive 

results in areas such as literacy and social development.   

A challenge of BEEL is being able to send staff on training as the sector is struggling to 

recruit and retain staff (Department for Education, 2022). Gaunt (2021) furthers this and 

details that early years settings are in a hard place at the moment as they are struggling to 

raise quality due to lack of extra qualified staff to cover for training opportunities, therefore 

programmes such as BEEL are not being carried out as nursery floor work is needing to be 

done instead of training. However, Jackson (2022) details that without these training 

opportunities to raise quality in settings practitioners are unmotivated and uninspired to do 

their best for the children as they feel a lack of support from higher up in the sector.  

 

Conclusion 

Quality provision in early years settings is fundamental to the development and care of 

children (Foundation Years, no date). Understanding how quality and quality assurance is 

maintained in the early years is essential to leaders and staff in providing this (Early Years 

Development, 2018). This assignment has aimed to discuss the tools in which quality 

assurance and provision can be upheld and maintained. Baby Effective Early Learning 

programme and Sustained Shared Thinking and Emotional Well-being Scale both aim 

towards high quality provision for early years settings. Furthermore, BEEL and SSTEW are 

both separate tools to raise quality and propose different things. BEEL proposes training with 

self evaluation opportunities for practitioners to develop their own practice and own 

knowledge (Centre for Research in Early Childhood, no date), however lack of time and 

funding for training may hold back leader setting their staff on training time (Gaunt, 2021). 

Whereas, SSTEW proposes an observation of a settings and practitioners based on a 

scoring system which often only offers a snapshot of genuine authentic practice (Howard et 

al, 2018).  

 



2003887                                                                                                                                    Word Count: 2081 

Reference List 

Archer, N. and Oppenheim, C. (2021) The role of early childhood education and care in 

shaping life chances: The changing face of early childhood in the UK. London: Nuffield 

Foundation. 

Ashford, A. (2015) Involving children in decision making. Available at: 

https://www.childcomm.tas.gov.au/wp-content/uploads/2015/06/Guide-to-making-decisions-

booklet.pdf (Accessed: 23rd March 2023)  

Australian Children’s Education and Care Quality Authority. (2020) Practical ideas to support 

continuous quality improvement. Available at: 

https://www.acecqa.gov.au/sites/default/files/2020-05/Practical-ideas-to-support-quality-

improvement_0.pdf (Accessed: 22nd March 2023) 

Better Kid Care. (2016) Why learn about child development? Pennsylvania: Penn State 

Extension. 

Bland, F. (no date) Quality practice in early years. Available at: 

https://www.teachearlyyears.com/nursery-management/view/quality-practice-in-early-

years#:~:text=A%20high%2Dquality%20environment%20incorporates,opportunities%20for%

20children%20to%20'have (Accessed: 22nd March 2023) 

Brighton and Hove City Council. (no date) Improving quality in early years settings. Available 

at: https://www.brighton-hove.gov.uk/families-children-and-learning/early-education-and-

childcare-professionals/improving-quality-early (Accessed: 22nd March 2023) 

Brodie, K. (2015) The New SSTEW Scale. Available at: 

https://www.kathybrodie.com/resources/the-new-sstew-scale/ (Accessed: 23rd March 2023) 

Brodie, K. (2016) Your guide to sustained shared thinking. Available at: 

https://www.kathybrodie.com/articles/guide-sst/ (Accessed: 24th March 2023) 

Bryce-Clegg, A. (2018) Sustained, Shared Thinking (SST). Available at: 

https://childcareeducationexpo.co.uk/sustained-shared-thinking-sst/ (Accessed: 24th March 

2023)  

Centre for Research in Early Childhood. (no date) Effective Early Learning (EEL) and Baby 

Effective Early Learning. Available at: https://www.crec.co.uk/eel-

beel#:~:text=Effective%20Early%20Learning%20(EEL)%20and,children%20aged%200%2D

7%20years. (Accessed: 25th March 2023) 

https://www.childcomm.tas.gov.au/wp-content/uploads/2015/06/Guide-to-making-decisions-booklet.pdf
https://www.childcomm.tas.gov.au/wp-content/uploads/2015/06/Guide-to-making-decisions-booklet.pdf
https://www.acecqa.gov.au/sites/default/files/2020-05/Practical-ideas-to-support-quality-improvement_0.pdf
https://www.acecqa.gov.au/sites/default/files/2020-05/Practical-ideas-to-support-quality-improvement_0.pdf
https://www.teachearlyyears.com/nursery-management/view/quality-practice-in-early-years#:~:text=A%20high%2Dquality%20environment%20incorporates,opportunities%20for%20children%20to%20'have
https://www.teachearlyyears.com/nursery-management/view/quality-practice-in-early-years#:~:text=A%20high%2Dquality%20environment%20incorporates,opportunities%20for%20children%20to%20'have
https://www.teachearlyyears.com/nursery-management/view/quality-practice-in-early-years#:~:text=A%20high%2Dquality%20environment%20incorporates,opportunities%20for%20children%20to%20'have
https://www.brighton-hove.gov.uk/families-children-and-learning/early-education-and-childcare-professionals/improving-quality-early
https://www.brighton-hove.gov.uk/families-children-and-learning/early-education-and-childcare-professionals/improving-quality-early
https://www.kathybrodie.com/resources/the-new-sstew-scale/
https://www.kathybrodie.com/articles/guide-sst/
https://childcareeducationexpo.co.uk/sustained-shared-thinking-sst/
https://www.crec.co.uk/eel-beel#:~:text=Effective%20Early%20Learning%20(EEL)%20and,children%20aged%200%2D7%20years
https://www.crec.co.uk/eel-beel#:~:text=Effective%20Early%20Learning%20(EEL)%20and,children%20aged%200%2D7%20years
https://www.crec.co.uk/eel-beel#:~:text=Effective%20Early%20Learning%20(EEL)%20and,children%20aged%200%2D7%20years


2003887                                                                                                                                    Word Count: 2081 

Ceredigion County Council. (2023) Childcare Offer for Wales. Available at: 

http://www.ceredigion.gov.uk/resident/children-young-people-services/childcare/childcare-

offer-for-wales/ 

Cottle, M. (2012) ‘Quality in early years settings: Government, research and practitioners’ 

perspectives’, British Educational Research Journal, 38(4), pp.635-654. DOI: 

10.1080/01411926.2011.571661  

Department for Education. (2022) The early years workforce: recruitment, retention and 

business planning. Available at: 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_da

ta/file/1072062/SCEYP_thematic_report-_April_2022.pdf (Accessed: 26th March 2023) 

Early Excellence Inspirational Learning. (2021) Why Quality Environments Matter in Early 

Years. Available at: https://earlyexcellence.com/latest-news/press-articles/why-quality-

environments-matter-in-early-years/ (Accessed: 22nd March 2023) 

Early Years Careers. (2016) The importance of giving children a voice. Available at: 

https://www.earlyyearscareers.com/eyc/latest-news/the-importance-of-giving-children-a-

voice/ (Accessed: 22nd March 2023) 

Early Years Development. (2018) Early years education: what does high-quality provision 

look like? Available at: https://epi.org.uk/publications-and-research/early-years-high-quality-

provision/ (Accessed: 26th March 2023) 

Early Years Matters. (2023) Effective practice. Available at: 

https://www.earlyyearsmatters.co.uk/our-services/school-and-nursery-improvement-

partner/enabling-environments/effective-practice/ (Accessed: 25th March 2023) 

Finding Quality Child Care. (no date) What is quality in early childhood education and care? 

Available at: https://findingqualitychildcare.ca/high-quality-child-care/what-is-quality 

(Accessed: 22nd March 2023) 

First Discovers. (no date) Early Years Observation in the Spotlight. Available at: 

https://www.firstdiscoverers.co.uk/early-years-observation-spotlight/ (Accessed: 24th March 

2023) 

Foundation Years. (no date) Quality Improvement. Available at: 

https://foundationyears.org.uk/pedagogy-early-learning/quality-

improvement/#:~:text=Quality%20provision%20in%20early%20education,to%20realise%20t

he%20best%20outcomes (Accessed: 17th March 2023) 

http://www.ceredigion.gov.uk/resident/children-young-people-services/childcare/childcare-offer-for-wales/
http://www.ceredigion.gov.uk/resident/children-young-people-services/childcare/childcare-offer-for-wales/
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1072062/SCEYP_thematic_report-_April_2022.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1072062/SCEYP_thematic_report-_April_2022.pdf
https://earlyexcellence.com/latest-news/press-articles/why-quality-environments-matter-in-early-years/
https://earlyexcellence.com/latest-news/press-articles/why-quality-environments-matter-in-early-years/
https://www.earlyyearscareers.com/eyc/latest-news/the-importance-of-giving-children-a-voice/
https://www.earlyyearscareers.com/eyc/latest-news/the-importance-of-giving-children-a-voice/
https://epi.org.uk/publications-and-research/early-years-high-quality-provision/
https://epi.org.uk/publications-and-research/early-years-high-quality-provision/
https://www.earlyyearsmatters.co.uk/our-services/school-and-nursery-improvement-partner/enabling-environments/effective-practice/
https://www.earlyyearsmatters.co.uk/our-services/school-and-nursery-improvement-partner/enabling-environments/effective-practice/
https://findingqualitychildcare.ca/high-quality-child-care/what-is-quality
https://www.firstdiscoverers.co.uk/early-years-observation-spotlight/
https://foundationyears.org.uk/pedagogy-early-learning/quality-improvement/#:~:text=Quality%20provision%20in%20early%20education,to%20realise%20the%20best%20outcomes
https://foundationyears.org.uk/pedagogy-early-learning/quality-improvement/#:~:text=Quality%20provision%20in%20early%20education,to%20realise%20the%20best%20outcomes
https://foundationyears.org.uk/pedagogy-early-learning/quality-improvement/#:~:text=Quality%20provision%20in%20early%20education,to%20realise%20the%20best%20outcomes


2003887                                                                                                                                    Word Count: 2081 

Gaunt, C. (2021) Parents ‘will be turned away’ due to Level 3 staffing crisis. Available at: 

https://www.nurseryworld.co.uk/news/article/parents-will-be-turned-away-due-to-level-3-

staffing-crisis (Accessed: 26th March 2023) 

Hayes, N. O’Toole, L. and Halpenny, A.M. (2022) Intoducing Bronfenbrenner: A guide for 

practitioners and students in early years education. Oxfordshire: Taylor and Francis.  

Hildebrandt, F. and Musholt, K. (2020) ‘Teaching Rationality- Sustained Shared Thinking as 

a Means for Learning to Naviagte the Space of Reasons’ Philosophy of Education Society of 

Great Britain, 54(3), pp.582-599. DOI: 10.1111/1467-9752.12407  

Hoare, P. (no date) Sustained Shares Thinking and Emotional Well-being scales. Available 

at: https://www.towerhamlets.gov.uk/Documents/Children-and-families-services/Early-

Years/Sustained_Shared_Thinking_and_Emotional_Well_being_scales_Presentation.pdf 

(Accessed: 23rd March 2023) 

Howard, S.J. et al. (2018) ‘Measuring interactional quality in pre-school settings: introduction 

and validation of the Sustained Shared Thinking and Emotional Wellbeing (SSTEW) scale’ 

Early Child Development and Care, 7(1), pp.1017-1030. DOI: 

10.1080/03004430.2018.1511549  

IFSEC Global. (2012) The Training Platform: Experience or training- which is more 

important? Available at: https://www.ifsecglobal.com/security/the-training-platform-

experience-or-training-which-is-more-important/ (Accessed: 26th March 2023) 

Iles, R. (no date) Understanding the Importance of High Quality Provision within Early 

Childhood Education and Care: An analysis of Quality Assurance models. Available at: 

https://www.ecsdn.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/11/An-analysis-of-Quality-Assurance-

models-RI.pdf (Accessed: 17th March 2023) 

Inclusion and Professional Support Program. (2021) What is Sustained shared thinking? Is it 

important? Available at: https://www.acecqa.gov.au/sites/default/files/2021-

01/WhatIsSustainedSharedThinking.PDF (Accessed: 23rd March 2023) 

Jackson, L. (2022) Early years recruitment: Solutions to ease the staffing crisis. Available at: 

https://blossomeducational.com/blog/early-years-recruitment-solutions-to-ease-the-staffing-

crisis/ (Accessed: 26th March 2023) 

Jacobs, N. (2019) ‘Free’ childcare offer will lead to more nursery closured, finds research. 

Available at 

: https://www.cypnow.co.uk/news/article/free-childcare-offer-will-lead-to-more-nursery-

closures-finds-research (Accessed: 22nd March 2023) 

https://www.nurseryworld.co.uk/news/article/parents-will-be-turned-away-due-to-level-3-staffing-crisis
https://www.nurseryworld.co.uk/news/article/parents-will-be-turned-away-due-to-level-3-staffing-crisis
https://www.towerhamlets.gov.uk/Documents/Children-and-families-services/Early-Years/Sustained_Shared_Thinking_and_Emotional_Well_being_scales_Presentation.pdf
https://www.towerhamlets.gov.uk/Documents/Children-and-families-services/Early-Years/Sustained_Shared_Thinking_and_Emotional_Well_being_scales_Presentation.pdf
https://www.ifsecglobal.com/security/the-training-platform-experience-or-training-which-is-more-important/
https://www.ifsecglobal.com/security/the-training-platform-experience-or-training-which-is-more-important/
https://www.ecsdn.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/11/An-analysis-of-Quality-Assurance-models-RI.pdf
https://www.ecsdn.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/11/An-analysis-of-Quality-Assurance-models-RI.pdf
https://www.acecqa.gov.au/sites/default/files/2021-01/WhatIsSustainedSharedThinking.PDF
https://www.acecqa.gov.au/sites/default/files/2021-01/WhatIsSustainedSharedThinking.PDF
https://blossomeducational.com/blog/early-years-recruitment-solutions-to-ease-the-staffing-crisis/
https://blossomeducational.com/blog/early-years-recruitment-solutions-to-ease-the-staffing-crisis/
https://www.cypnow.co.uk/news/article/free-childcare-offer-will-lead-to-more-nursery-closures-finds-research
https://www.cypnow.co.uk/news/article/free-childcare-offer-will-lead-to-more-nursery-closures-finds-research


2003887                                                                                                                                    Word Count: 2081 

James, F. (2022) ‘Supporting high-quality interactions in early years’, EEF blog [blog]. 2 

February. Available at: https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/news/eef-blog-

supporting-high-quality-interactions-in-early-years (Accessed: 23rd March 2023) 

Mackenzie, M. (2016) Sustained Shared Thinking and Emotional Wellbeing – SSTEW. 

Available at: https://www.instituteforchildsuccess.org/wp-

content/uploads/2016/11/MACKENZIE-SSTEW-workshop-2016.pdf (Accessed: 23rd March 

2023) 

Manchester City Council. (2023) The Manchester Quality Assurance Framework. Available 

at: 

https://www.manchester.gov.uk/info/200016/childcare_and_nurseries/5867/the_manchester

_quality_assurance_framework_qaf (Accessed: 17th March 2023) 

Mason, G. Fawkes, L. and Knight, L. (2022) Opinion: Are practitioners underprepared? 

Available at: https://www.earlyyearseducator.co.uk/features/article/opinion-are-practitioners-

underprepared (Accessed: 25th March 2023) 

Melhuish, E. Siraj, I. and Kingston, D. (2015) Assessing Quality in early Childhood Education 

and Care: Sustained shared thinking and emotional well-being (SSTEW) for 2-5 year-olds 

provision. London: Trentham Books.  

National Children’s Bureau. (2021) Listening to the voices of young children. Available at: 

https://www.staffsscb.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/Listening-To-The-Voices-Of-

Young-Children-RS-1-19.pdf (Accessed: 24th March 2023) 

NSW Government. (2022) Benefits of early childhood education. Available at: 

https://education.nsw.gov.au/early-childhood-education/information-for-parents-and-

carers/every-child-benefits (Accessed: 25th March 2023) 

Nursery World. (2012) Quality Assurance, Part 4: Effective Early Learning. Available at: 

https://www.nurseryworld.co.uk/features/article/quality-assurance-part-4-effective-early-

learning (Accessed: 25th March 20 

Nursery World. (2015) New rating scale focuses on adult: child interactions. Available at: 

https://www.nurseryworld.co.uk/news/article/new-rating-scale-focuses-on-adult-child-

interactions (Accessed: 23rd March 2023) 

Nutbrown, C. (2012) Foundations for quality: The independent review of early education and 

childcare qualifications. Available at: 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_da

ta/file/175463/Nutbrown-Review.pdf (Accessed: 20th March 2023) 

https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/news/eef-blog-supporting-high-quality-interactions-in-early-years
https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/news/eef-blog-supporting-high-quality-interactions-in-early-years
https://www.instituteforchildsuccess.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/11/MACKENZIE-SSTEW-workshop-2016.pdf
https://www.instituteforchildsuccess.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/11/MACKENZIE-SSTEW-workshop-2016.pdf
https://www.manchester.gov.uk/info/200016/childcare_and_nurseries/5867/the_manchester_quality_assurance_framework_qaf
https://www.manchester.gov.uk/info/200016/childcare_and_nurseries/5867/the_manchester_quality_assurance_framework_qaf
https://www.earlyyearseducator.co.uk/features/article/opinion-are-practitioners-underprepared
https://www.earlyyearseducator.co.uk/features/article/opinion-are-practitioners-underprepared
https://www.staffsscb.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/Listening-To-The-Voices-Of-Young-Children-RS-1-19.pdf
https://www.staffsscb.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/Listening-To-The-Voices-Of-Young-Children-RS-1-19.pdf
https://education.nsw.gov.au/early-childhood-education/information-for-parents-and-carers/every-child-benefits
https://education.nsw.gov.au/early-childhood-education/information-for-parents-and-carers/every-child-benefits
https://www.nurseryworld.co.uk/features/article/quality-assurance-part-4-effective-early-learning
https://www.nurseryworld.co.uk/features/article/quality-assurance-part-4-effective-early-learning
https://www.nurseryworld.co.uk/news/article/new-rating-scale-focuses-on-adult-child-interactions
https://www.nurseryworld.co.uk/news/article/new-rating-scale-focuses-on-adult-child-interactions
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/175463/Nutbrown-Review.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/175463/Nutbrown-Review.pdf


2003887                                                                                                                                    Word Count: 2081 

OECD. (2020) Early Learning and Child Well-being : A Study of Five-year-Olds in England, 

Estonia, and the United States. Available at: https://www.oecd-ilibrary.org/sites/218760a6-

en/index.html?itemId=/content/component/218760a6-

en#:~:text=Early%20learning%20supports%20children's%20well%2Dbeing%20and%20hap

piness&text=Through%20these%20experiences%20children%20learn,%2C%202018%5B5

%5D). (Accessed: 25th March 2023) 

Pacey. (no date) What quality looks like. Available at: 

https://www.pacey.org.uk/parents/what-quality-looks-like/ (Accessed: 17th March 2023) 

Pascal, C. Bertram, T. and Cole-Alback A. (2020) Early Years Workforce Review. London: 

The Sutton Trust.  

Pascal, C. et al. (1998) ‘Exploring the relationship between process and outcome in young 

children’s learning: stage one of a longitudinal study’ International Journal of Educational 

Research, 29, pp.51-67. DOI: 0278-4343(98)00013 5 

Patel, A. (2020) Transitions in early years- Ideas for supporting children and families. 

Available at: https://www.teachearlyyears.com/a-unique-child/view/supporting-transitions-in-

the-early-years (Accessed: 23rd March 2023) 

Rice, D. et al. (2019) Child Care and Housing: Big Expenses With Too Little Help Available. 

Available at: https://www.cbpp.org/research/housing/child-care-and-housing-big-expenses-

with-too-little-help-availabley Priorities (cbpp.org) (Accessed: 20th March 2023)  

Rides, D. (2021) The Benefits of Real, Authentic Resources Within an Early Years Setting. 

Available at: https://www.theoldstationnursery.co.uk/journal/the-benefits-of-real-authentic-

resources-within-an-early-years-setting-and-what-they-offer-to-the-children/ (Accessed: 22nd 

March 2023) 

Siraj-Blatchford. Et al. (2002) Researching Effective Pedagogy in the Early Years. Available 

at: https://dera.ioe.ac.uk/4650/1/RR356.pdf (Accessed: 23rd March 2023) 

Stirrup, J. Duncombe, R . and Sandford, R. (2014) ‘’Intensive mothering’ in the early years: 

the cultivation and consolidation of (physical0 capital’ Sport, Education and Society, 20(1), 

pp.89-106. DOI: 10.1080/13573322.2014.941797 

The Early Learning Institute. (2022) Understanding the benefits of Early Intervention. 

Available at: https://www.telipa.org/top-5-benefits-early-intervention/ (Accessed: 25th March 

2023) 

https://www.oecd-ilibrary.org/sites/218760a6-en/index.html?itemId=/content/component/218760a6-en#:~:text=Early%20learning%20supports%20children's%20well%2Dbeing%20and%20happiness&text=Through%20these%20experiences%20children%20learn,%2C%202018%5B5%5D
https://www.oecd-ilibrary.org/sites/218760a6-en/index.html?itemId=/content/component/218760a6-en#:~:text=Early%20learning%20supports%20children's%20well%2Dbeing%20and%20happiness&text=Through%20these%20experiences%20children%20learn,%2C%202018%5B5%5D
https://www.oecd-ilibrary.org/sites/218760a6-en/index.html?itemId=/content/component/218760a6-en#:~:text=Early%20learning%20supports%20children's%20well%2Dbeing%20and%20happiness&text=Through%20these%20experiences%20children%20learn,%2C%202018%5B5%5D
https://www.oecd-ilibrary.org/sites/218760a6-en/index.html?itemId=/content/component/218760a6-en#:~:text=Early%20learning%20supports%20children's%20well%2Dbeing%20and%20happiness&text=Through%20these%20experiences%20children%20learn,%2C%202018%5B5%5D
https://www.oecd-ilibrary.org/sites/218760a6-en/index.html?itemId=/content/component/218760a6-en#:~:text=Early%20learning%20supports%20children's%20well%2Dbeing%20and%20happiness&text=Through%20these%20experiences%20children%20learn,%2C%202018%5B5%5D
https://www.pacey.org.uk/parents/what-quality-looks-like/
https://www.teachearlyyears.com/a-unique-child/view/supporting-transitions-in-the-early-years
https://www.teachearlyyears.com/a-unique-child/view/supporting-transitions-in-the-early-years
https://www.cbpp.org/research/housing/child-care-and-housing-big-expenses-with-too-little-help-available
https://www.cbpp.org/research/housing/child-care-and-housing-big-expenses-with-too-little-help-available
https://www.theoldstationnursery.co.uk/journal/the-benefits-of-real-authentic-resources-within-an-early-years-setting-and-what-they-offer-to-the-children/
https://www.theoldstationnursery.co.uk/journal/the-benefits-of-real-authentic-resources-within-an-early-years-setting-and-what-they-offer-to-the-children/
https://dera.ioe.ac.uk/4650/1/RR356.pdf
https://doi.org/10.1080/13573322.2014.941797
https://www.telipa.org/top-5-benefits-early-intervention/


2003887                                                                                                                                    Word Count: 2081 

Victoria State Government. (2020) Sustained Shared Thinking and Emotional Wellbeing 

(SSTEW) Scale. Available at: 

https://www.education.vic.gov.au/childhood/providers/funding/Pages/program.aspx?queryid=

64#:~:text=The%20Sustained%20Shared%20Thinking%20and,%2C%20ECERS%2DR%2F

E (Accessed: 23rd March 2023) 

Watch me grow. (no date) Sustained Shared Thinking and Emotional well-being (SSTEW) 

Scales for 2-5 year olds provision. Available at: 

https://watchmegrow.uk/further_resources/sustained-shared-thinking-emotional-well-sstew-

scales-2-5-year-olds-provision/ (Accessed: 23rd March 2023) 

Webster, C. (2020) Training Vs. Experience In Early Years Settings. Available at: 

https://childcareeducationexpo.co.uk/training-vs-experience-early-years-settings/ (Accessed: 

25th March 2023) 

Weinstein, N. (2022) Nursery Management Supplement: Provision- defining quality. 

Available at: https://www.nurseryworld.co.uk/features/article/nursery-management-

supplement-provision-defining-quality (Accessed: 22nd March 2023) 

Welsh Government. (2016) National Minimum Standards for Regulated Childcare for 

children up to the age of 12 years. Available at: 

https://www.careinspectorate.wales/sites/default/files/2018-01/160411regchildcareen.pdf 

(Accessed: 22nd March 2023) 

Welsh Government. (no date) The Childcare Offer for Wales: help with childcare costs for 

eligible parents of 3 to 4 year olds. Available at: https://www.gov.wales/childcare-offer-for-

wales-campaign Accessed: 21st March 2023) 

https://www.education.vic.gov.au/childhood/providers/funding/Pages/program.aspx?queryid=64#:~:text=The%20Sustained%20Shared%20Thinking%20and,%2C%20ECERS%2DR%2FE
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/childhood/providers/funding/Pages/program.aspx?queryid=64#:~:text=The%20Sustained%20Shared%20Thinking%20and,%2C%20ECERS%2DR%2FE
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/childhood/providers/funding/Pages/program.aspx?queryid=64#:~:text=The%20Sustained%20Shared%20Thinking%20and,%2C%20ECERS%2DR%2FE
https://watchmegrow.uk/further_resources/sustained-shared-thinking-emotional-well-sstew-scales-2-5-year-olds-provision/
https://watchmegrow.uk/further_resources/sustained-shared-thinking-emotional-well-sstew-scales-2-5-year-olds-provision/
https://childcareeducationexpo.co.uk/training-vs-experience-early-years-settings/
https://www.nurseryworld.co.uk/features/article/nursery-management-supplement-provision-defining-quality
https://www.nurseryworld.co.uk/features/article/nursery-management-supplement-provision-defining-quality
https://www.careinspectorate.wales/sites/default/files/2018-01/160411regchildcareen.pdf
https://www.gov.wales/childcare-offer-for-wales-campaign
https://www.gov.wales/childcare-offer-for-wales-campaign

