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1. Introduction
As a whole, all of the main political parties in the UK had extraordinarily environmentally conscious manifestos, especially in comparison to previous elections, with both Labour and the Green Party proposing a Green New Deal (which Caroline Lucas, now Green leader helped formulate in 2007), a massive social, environmental and economic shift (Pettifor, 2019). The Liberal Democrats had a number of environmental policies too, but didn’t sign up to a Green New Deal, whereas the Conservative Party had a more limited number of environmental policies, their focus instead being more economic, while Plaid Cymru has been praised for impressive schemes like a zero waste Wales by 2030, despite shortcomings in tackling agricultural impacts on the environment. All of the parties’ manifestos promised to increase the numbers of trees planted to aid carbon sequestration but again Plaid Cymru’s numbers were significantly beneath that of the English parties, thanks to their focus on a green industrial revolution, although their promise of 2000 hectares planted per year from 2020 aligns with recommendations from the UK Climate Change Committee (Confor, 2019). Similarly, all the parties support carbon neutrality, with the Conservatives aiming for net zero by 2050, 2045 for Liberal Democrats, 2030 for the Greens and Plaid Cymru, while Labour promised for the bulk of carbon to be neutral by 2030, but no comment on true net zero and furthermore, none of the parties actively supported fracking in their manifestos in 2019 (Timms, 2019). Overall, the Conservatives opted to give themselves longer time targets, and fewer named obligations, making their manifesto relatively easy to act on, while the other parties all have strong environmental policies, which while more challenging to achieve, could show real change in a lifetime if acted upon, according to an assessment by Friends of the Earth (Timms, 2019). Interesting to note is the increased youth votes for Labour, whose manifesto had the most environmental points of all the parties in this journal, with 56% of the vote among 18-24 year olds, an increasingly environmental generation, although the conservatives ended up winning the most seats to form a government (McDonnell and Curtis, 2019).



2. Discussion
Plaid Cymru has stated that they planned to significantly invest in infrastructure and the environment in their 2019 political manifesto. Some examples being 3 new tidal lagoons in Swansea, Cardiff and Colwyn Bay, a barrage on the River Usk and an offshore wind farm off Ynys Mon. Adam Price, the leader of Plaid Cymru additionally promised a £20 billion “green jobs revolution” in the hopes to increase the capital investment for 10 years. Pledging the construction of 20,000 green social houses and a £5 billion home energy efficiency program (ITV News, 2019). Price declared that the “Green Industrial Revolution” that the party is planning will help tackle the threat of climate change. Alongside that, they proposed that they want to make Wales carbon and single use plastic free by 2030 (Bowman, 2020). Plaid also said they want to have Wales’ main railway lines electrified by 2030 which they hope will decrease car emissions, this would be an expensive transition, but the trains would be more environmentally friendly and reliable. 
Opposing the introduction of Nuclear sites in Wales was also included, as they produce radioactive waste.  However, the party would still support the redeveloping of existing Nuclear sites. Simply shutting them down would result in workers losing their jobs (BBC News, 2019). (Friends of the Earth, 2019) mention in their reaction to the party’s manifesto that Plaid Cymru is opposed to UK schemes that are deemed destructive such as Heathrow Airport and HS2. It seems that the party is opposed to many schemes, another example being the use of pylons through National Parks and areas of National Beauty, pushing for underground and undersea cables.  Furthermore, in terms of resources and sustainability the party are apparently also keen to tackle the problems in this field. They said that their energy policy will be aimed at making sure our resources are used sustainably which will tackle pollution as well as develop jobs in a post carbon economy and make Wales energy independent. They also mentioned that they want to establish a national energy agency called Ynni Cymru which would be charged with Wales’ green energy potential and look at other ways of energy production such a marine energy. This includes wave, tidal range and tidal stream energy. To make the use of such energy production they would need to bring in bans and laws when it comes to our marine ecosystems, which Plaid Cymru did in fact include in their manifesto. For example, they stated they wanted to introduce a ban on fracking and new open cast coal mines.  (Rtpi.org.uk, 2019). 
Obviously, all these policies require a substantial amount of funding for them be able to be effectively established. So, the part proposed that they would hopefully invest £20 billion over the next 10 years from the National Reconstruction Fund but didn’t state how exactly. They further stated that they would call for Westminster to allocate an extra 1% of GDP to its investment fund which would mean that Wales would have an extra £15 billion. Lastly, they said they would aim to press the treasury to raise Wales’ borrowing limit from £1 to £5 billion to be able to reach its £20 billion total. A direct quote from Plaid Cymru’s leadership says, "We know that Wales has enormous potential – we are rich in natural resources, and our people are talented and skilled. Just as we were the first time, we can be the cradle of another revolution: A Green Jobs Revolution, creating tens of thousands of green collar jobs, and seriously tackling the urgent climate emergency we face” (ITV News, 2019). 


3. Conclusion
This report highlights and discusses five major UK political parties’ environmental policies represented by students of BSc Environmental Conservation at The University of Wales Trinity St David, with the notable exception being the Brexit Party. Due to the environmental awareness that has been growing in recent years every political party has devoted more focus than ever before on what stands to become the UK’s first ‘climate election’. Thanks to increased pressure from activists such as Greta Thunberg and groups such as Extinction Rebellion, environmental policies are at the forefront of the political spectrum for the first time. This has led to a catalogue of new policies being discussed all across the political spectrum all the way from The Green Party’s’ new green deal, which aims to transform all aspects of society to be more environmentally conscious through to The Conservatives more moderate aim to become carbon neutral by 2050.
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