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Lecture 9 — Creation and Providence

I.	Creation 

	I.1	The ”Principle” of Creation

		I.1.1	The Perfection of God’s Being




		I.1.2	The Freedom of the Creative Act


		

	I.2	Two Creative Acts

		I.2.1	Creation Out of Nothing (Creatio Ex Nihilo)

			1.2.1.1	Creation Ex Nihilo in the Bible




			1.2.1.2	Characteristics
				
				- Infinite Distance between Being and Nothing



				- No analogy to human creative acts



				- No Material Cause or “Patient” of Creatio Ex Nihilo



				- An Instantaneous, Effortless, Omnipotent Act
			


		I.2.2	Works of Distinction (Opera Distinctionis)

			I.2.3.1	The Gift of ’Nature’



			I.2.3.2	The Diversity & Hierarchy of Being



		I.2.3	The Creation of Human Beings

			I.2.3.1	Two-fold Creative Act



			I.2.3.2	Human Vocation




II.	Providence

	II.1	Conservation


	II.2	Government


		II.2.1		Concurrence	

			II.2.1.1	Primary and Secondary Causality



			II.2.1.2	Non-Competitive Agency



		II.2.2		Orders of Government

			II.2.2.1	Natural Order





			II.2.2.2	Moral Order and Natural Law
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		II.2.3		The End of Divine Government
